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10 NEWS I Nation 

MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

INDONESIA COPS RE IZE ~E 
February seizure 
null and void on 
technical grounds 

NST ONLINE 
KUALA LUMPUR 
cnews@nstp.com.my 

T HE Indonesian author
ities have once again 
boarded and seized su
peryacht Equanimity 

after the previous seizure in 
February was declared null ahd 

• FOR THE PEOPLE'S SAKE' 

Perlis ruler 
urges state to 
"Work. closely 
with Putrajaya 

void on technical grounds. 
Newsportal Malaysiakini re

ported that this was disclosed by 
the United States Department of 
Justice (DoJ) in a court filing dat
ed Monday. 

It said the DoJ's Office of In
ternational Affairs had submitted 
a request for mutual legal assis
tance (MLA) to ~he Indonesian 
Law and Human Rights Ministry 
on April I9, ·which it carried· on 
nearly two months later on July 9. 

''.On July 9, Indonesian author
ities executed the process by 
boarding the Equanimity with a 
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ARAU: The stategoyernment has 
been urged to have a close work
ing relationship with the Federal 
Government for the sake of the 
people. 

copy of the warrant of arrest. · 
"During that boarding, the In

donesian authorities adhered a 
copy of the warrant of arrest in 
rem on the yacht and handed an
other copy of the warrant of ar
rest in rem to the Equanimity's 
captain," Malaysiakini, which cit
ed the documents, r~ported. 

It said the filing was lodged by 
the DoJ at the California Central 
District Court, the Vnites States. 
. The filing is meant to notify the 

court that the arrest warrant is
sued by the court on June I6, last 
year had been executed, and that 

it included pictures of the war
rant being served by the Indone
sian police aboard the yacht. 

According to a Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) report of 
the warrant service that was filed 
in court, the Indonesian police 
had h1formed the FBI that the 
ya.cht's captain was accompanied 
by a lawyer at the time the arrest 
warrant was served. 

"The Indonesian National Po
lice believed that the attorney 
represented the yacht's owners." 

The DoJ had lodged a civilfor
feiture suit against the US$250 

Raja of Perlis Tuanku Syed Sir
ajuddin Putra JamalullailSaid dif
ferences of political ideologies be
tween the Barisan Nasional state 
government and Pakatan Hara
pan Federal Government should 
not be used as an excuse for a lack 
of a working relationship. 

Raja of Perlis Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Putra Jamalullail (left) presenting the Darjah Seri Paduka 
Mahkota Per/is award to Federal Court judge Tan Sri Hasan Lah at an investiture ceremony at lstana 
Arau in Per/is yesterday. PIC BY AZHAR RAMLI 

"I am confident that there are 
commonalities between the two 
governments when it comes to 
development that would benefit 
the people." 

The ruler said this at an in
vestiture ceremony in conjunc
tion with his 75th birthday at Is
tana Arau, here. 

Present were Raja Perempuan 
of Perlis Tuanku Tengku Fauziah 
Tengku Abdul Rashid, Raja Muda 
of Perlis Tuanku Syed Faizuddin 
Putra Jamalullail and Raja Puan 
Muda of Perlis Tuanku Lailatul 
Shahreen Akashah Khalil. 

Prior to the ceremony, it was 
announced that the Sultan . of 
Kedah Sultan Sallehuddin Sultan 
Badlishah would be conferred the 
Darjah Kerabat (DK). A special 
ceremony to present the award 
to him will be held later.· 

Federal Court judge Tan Sri 
Hasan Lah led the list of34 award 

recipients as the sole recipient of. 
the Darjah Seri Paduka Mahkota 
Perlis (SPMP), which carries the 
"Datuk Seri" title. · 

Universiti Sains Malaysia Vice
Chancellor Prof Datuk Dr Asma 
Ismail was awarded the Darjah 
Datuk . Paduka Mahkota Perlis 
(DPMP), which carries the "Da
tuk" title. 

Five people were awarded Dar
jah Datuk Setia Paduka Tuanku 
Syed Sirajuddin Jamalullail 
(DSPJ), while four the Darjah Da
tuk Panglima Sirajuddin Jamalul
lail (DPSJ). Both awatds carrythe 
title of"Datuk". 

The DSPJ recipients were for
mer state executive council mem
ber Ahmad Bakri Ali; state Islam
ic Religious Council committee 
member Datuk Wan Ab Ghaffar 
Wan Ahmad; Majlis Amanah Rak
yat (entrepreneurship) deputy 

director-general Zulfikri Osman; 
First Division Infantry comman
der ~t Muara Tuang Camp ii1 Sa
marahan, Sarawak, Major Gener
al Toh Choon Siang; and Joint 
Task Force 2 commander at Ku
kusan Tawau Camp in Sabah, 
Brigadier general Zarondin Md 
Amin. 

The DPSJ recipients were Pas 
spiritual leader Hashim Jasin; 
Tourism, Arts and Culture Min
istry (tourism) deputy secretary
general Haslina Abdul Hamid; 
Human Resources Ministry (pol
icy and international) deputy sec
retary-general Amir Omar; and 
National Unity and Integration 
Department (operations) deputy 
director-general Abdul Karim 
Abu Seman. 

Five people were awarded the 
Darjah Setia Mahkota Perlis (SMP) 
- state financial offi-cer Nasarud-

din Abdul Muttalib; Universiti Ke
bangsaan Malaysia legal adviser 
Prof Dr Rahimi Shapiee; Home 
Ministry security and public order 
division secretary Yusran Shah 
Mohd Yusof; State Health Depart
ment director Dr Zaini Hussin;·and 
Industrial Court of Malaysia chair
man Datin Kalmizah Salleh. 

Eighteen people were awarded 
the Darjah Seri Sirajuddin Perlis 
(SSP), among them are Universiti 
Malaysia Perlis Deputy · Vice
Chancellor (research and innova
tion) Prof Dr Uda Hashim and 
Malaysian Consul-General in Mel
bourne, Australia, Westmoreland 
Edward Palon. 

Another 262 recipients of var
ious awards, and DPSJ recipient 
Senior Assistant Commissioner 
Ahmad Noordin Ismail, will re
ceive their awards at a later cer
emony. 

I T ' 
million (RMI billion) vessel on 
June IS, la8t year, as part of a 
series of 30 civil forfeiture suits 
aimed at seizing properties that 
were purported to be the pro
ceeds of misappropriation of 
!Malaysia Development Bhd 
funds that had been channeled 
through the US financial system. 

It claimed that the Equanimity 
was owned by financier Low Taek 
Jho through a series of interme

. diaries. 
Low, however, claimed that al

legatioll'l> against him were po
litically motivated . 

PAH·BORNED HIGHWAY 

Govt may 
reduce cost 
of project . 
KOTA KINABALU: The govern
ment will review the structure of 

. the implementation model for 
. the Pan-Borneo Highway projeCt 
to prevent wastage. 

This was agreed upon by Works 
Minister Baru Bian and State In
frastructure Development Minis
ter Datuk Peter Anthony after a 
discussion on the project .. 

Anthony made a ~ourtesy call 
on Baru on Monday and attended 
a briefing session on federal de
velopment projects in Sabah un
der the 11th Malaysian Plan, with -
focus given on the project's im
plementation in the state. 

-Anthony said the state govern
ment stressed that the project 
should be continued to reduce 
the Road Development Index gap 
between Sabah and other states. 

"(We are) of the view that the 
implementation model of the 
Sabah.Pan-Borneo Highway pro
ject, involving a project delivery 
partner as th~ implementing 
agency, is a waste of the rakyat's 
money. We could save up to RMI 
billion if the project is managed 
by the Works Ministry and State 
Infrastructure Development Min
istry." 

Baru urged the State Infrastruc
ture Development Ministry to pre
pare a proposal paper on the best 
implementation method to be 
submitted to the Works Ministry. 


