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MPSJ Able to Deal with Slope-
Related Issues
Very few local authorities have a geotechnical expert to 
tackle problems related to slopes. Fortunately, the Subang 
Jaya Municipal Council is one of them. According to MPSJ 
president Datuk Asmawi bin Kasbi, there are only about 
100 engineers who specialise in geotechnical issues. He said 
that the MPSJ slope unit under the Engineering Department 
has been working closely with the Public Works Institute 
of Malaysia (IKRAM), as well as providing technical advice 
to developers on geotechnical matters, including slope 
management.

(Sourced from The Star)

Agilent Organises “Introduce a 
Girl to Engineering” Programme
Agilent Technologies has hosted the “Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering” signature programme for 100 schoolgirls with 
the aim of exposing them to the world of engineering. Guided 
by volunteers, the girls, aged 11 and 12 from SK Convent 
Green Lane, SK Seri Relau and SJKC Min Sin in Penang, 
took part in a number of activities that were developed to 
pique the students’ interest in engineering. Among others, 
the multinational corporation introduced them to activities 
such as learning basic forensics in the ‘Catch a thief’ activity, 
video conferencing, testing instruments and manufactured 
products at its plant in Bayan Lepas, Penang. The girls also 
had a tour of the Agilent factory, and the chance to interact 
with female engineers through talks. Shidah Ahmad, vice-
president and general manager of Agilent Technologies, 
stated that the company hopes that the programme will 
help to seed the interest and inspire the young girls to be the 
scientists and engineers of tomorrow.

(Sourced from The Star)

LLM Partners USM for 
Highway Research
THE Malaysian Highway Authority (LLM) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Universiti 
Sains Malaysia (USM) to conduct research in the 
transportation sector through the sharing of resources. USM 
representative, vice-chancellor Prof. Datuk Dr Omar Osman, 
said the university had established a reputation in the 
field of automotive and highway engineering, and that the 
collaboration included the planning, design, construction as 
well as the operation and maintenance of the highways. LLM 
was represented by its Director-General, Dato’ Ir. Hj. Ismail 
bin Md. Salleh who expressed hope that this MoU would 
bring about mutual cooperation between the Government 
agencies and institutions of higher learning in areas such as 
planning, construction and management of highways.

(Sourced from The Star)

690 Projects Worth RM90 billion 
Undertaken by Local Contractors
From 2000 until this year, a total of 115 contractors from 
Malaysian construction companies have undertaken 690 
projects worth RM90.5 billion in 49 countries. Out of this, 
616 projects worth RM57.7 billion have been successfully 
completed, while another 74 projects worth RM32.8 billion 
are in the process of construction. In the last 12 years, records 
from the Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) 
show that many foreign countries especially in the Middle 
East have had chosen Malaysian construction companies to 
carry out mega and high impact projects such as highways, 
light rail transit systems, airports, power stations and other 
infrastructure.

Datuk Seri Ir. Dr Judin bin Abdul Karim, Chief Executive of 
CIDB, said the body was confident that local construction 
companies would continue to be a main choice for foreign 
countries to undertake many more mega projects in their 
countries with the excellent track record that these companies 
have set. He added that CIDB has also undertaken various 
measures to enhance the work quality of local construction 
firms, including signing a Memorandum of Understanding 
between Malaysian and Asean nations for joint certification 
in the fields of engineering, architecture and surveying.

(Sourced from BERNAMA)

UiTM Collaborates with Thai 
University to Explore New 
Energy Source from Trees
Malaysia’s Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM) will soon be 
collaborating with the Kasetsart University of Thailand 
to explore a new renewable energy source from “energy 
plantations”. UiTM Rector (Pahang campus) Associate Prof 
Datuk Dr Hilmi bin Ab. Rahman explained that wood from 
the Luceana tree could be burnt to produce steam which in 
turn, could be turned into a new cheaper energy source. He 
also noted that UiTM had engaged in the research of energy 
plantations, and together with Kasetsart University, could 
further enhance their research, especially in the genetic 
engineering of the Luceana tree in ensuring a sustainable 
supply of the tree. He said that green technology and 
renewable energy had vast potential, not only in Malaysia 
and Thailand but also in the ASEAN region and worldwide.

Dr Wan Mohd. Nazri bin Wan Abdul Rahman, a scientist 
from UiTM Pahang, stated that the new renewable energy 
had been proven to produce 1MW of electricity in Sabah. 
However, he added that further research and modifications 
were needed if 100% of the new renewable energy was used 
for the diesel engine, adding that its plantation pilot project 
was currently supplying energy for a timber factory in Kertih.

(Sourced from BERNAMA)


