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10.07 To stimulate economic growth while maintaining Government expenditure
within prudential limits, the Government initiated the deferred payment scheme
to implement road projects. Under this scheme, the private sector finances the
project and payment is made at an agreed period after completion of works. Most
of these projects involved the upgrading of existing roads which were delayed
as a result of the economic crisis. A total of 20 projects was awarded under this
scheme.

10.08 Under the rural roads programme, a total of 3,214 kilometres of new
roads was constructed, thereby improving accessibility and enabling greater
participation of the rural people in socio-economic development. This programme
included the Kanibongan-Nangoh Road in Sabah and Triso-Melebu-Pusa Coastal
Road in Sarawak. The quality of rural roads also improved with an increase of
paved roads from 45,590 kilometres in 1995 to 48,600 kilometres in 2000.

10.09 The development of new roads resulted in the improvement of the
various road development indicators, as shown in Table 10-2. Road Density,
which measures road length over the total area, increased from 0.19 in 1995 to
0.20 in 2000, indicating a wider road coverage and greater accessibility. The
Road Development Index which measures the level of road development taking
into account both area and population size of the country, also improved marginally
from 0.74 in 1995 to 0.75 in 2000.

TABLE 10-2

ROAD DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS, 1995-2005

Level of Development

1995 2000 2005

Road Density1 0.19 0.20 0.21

Road Development Index2 0.74 0.75 0.76

Road Service Level3 2.96 2.98 3.02

Notes:
1 Road Density measures road length over the total area.
2 Road Development Index measures the level of road development taking into account both area and population

size of the country.
3 Road Service Level measures total road length per 1,000 population.
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