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Palm Oil Mill for commercial operation in 1999 to provide facilities for R&D on
cutting-edge milling technologies and training. In addition, a Field Mechanization
Research Centre was commissioned in 2000 to carry out R&D on farm
mechanization. With regard to rubber, MRB concentrated research efforts to
develop and further promote latex-timber clones (LTC) of the RRIM 2000 series
to ensure the supply of rubber and quality timber for the rubber- and wood-based
industries.

8.32 R&D activities undertaken by the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia
(FRIM) focused on sustainable forest management and development of timber
and non-timber forest products including medicinal plants. Other R&D activities
by FRIM included research on agro-forestry plantation involving integration of
timber species with agricultural crops, as well as forest plantations. Meanwhile,
MCB concentrated its research efforts on biological pest control and more pest
and disease resistant clones as well as product development of cocoa-based food,
beverages, cosmetic and pharmaceutical products.

TABLE 8-9

NEW LAND DEVELOPMENT, 1996–2005
(hectares)

7MP 8MP

Agency Target Achieved % Achieved Target % of
of Target Total

State Agriculture Development Corporations 87,114 47,202 54.2 100,932 27.6

Private Companies 85,800 n.a n.a 84,294 23.1

State Department of Agricultures1 53,963 45,855 85.0 89,692 24.6

Sabah/Sarawak Land Development Agencies 34,977 5,24115.0 30,000 8.2

Regional Development Authorities2 10,311 27,157 263.4 12,641 3.5

State Economic Development Corporations2 6,466 1,565 24.2 26,036 7.1

Sabah Rubber Fund Board 5,000 4,686 93.7 5,000 1.4

Forestry Department 1,206 779 64.6 3,900 1.1

Aborigines Affairs Department, Malaysia - - - 12,774 3.5
(Orang Asli reserve)

Total 284,837 132,484 46.5 365,269 100.0

Notes:
1 Refers to Negeri Sembilan, Perlis, Sabah and Sarawak.
2 Includes joint ventures with private sector.
n.a: not available


