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8.17 Padi production increased from about 2.1 million tonnes in 1995 to about
2.2 million tonnes in 2000 through productivity improvements, recording a
growth of 1.0 per cent per annum. Mechanization of padi production and the
consolidation of smallholdings through group farming and estatization were
intensified to promote commercialization and greater private sector involvement.
By the end of the Plan period, almost all farming operations in the major padi
growing areas were fully mechanized. As a result, the labour input per hectare

levels (SSL) of several food commodities improved, as shown in Table 8-5.
Despite the improvement in SSL, the food trade balance continued to widen in
favour of imports. Food imports increased by 10.7 per cent per annum, from
RM7.8 billion in 1995 to RM13 billion in 2000, mainly due to the depreciation
of the ringgit as well as the varied taste of consumers, including for produce
that cannot be grown locally. Nevertheless, exports increased by 8.1 per cent per
annum, from RM4.4 billion to RM6.6 billion, as shown in Table 8-6.

TABLE 8-5

SELF-SUFFICIENCY LEVELS OF FOOD COMMODITIES, 1995-2005
(%)

Commodity 1995 2000 2005

Rice 76.3 71.0 72.0

Fruits 88.9 91.3 98.6

Vegetables 71.6 88.5 95.6

Fishery Produce 92.0 89.0 90.0

Beef 19.2 22.7 23.2

Mutton 6.0 6.4 7.1

Pork 104.0 80.0 76.1

Poultry 110.7 127.8 143.2

Eggs 110.3 138.8 152.5

Milk 3.5 4.0 4.5


