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Medical Research and Development

17.24 During the Plan period, there was increasing emphasis on medical research
activities for the diagnosis, treatment, prevention and control of diseases and
conditions such as HIV/AIDS, the hand, foot and mouth disease, the Nipah virus
and the health effects of haze. In this regard, the Government established the
Environmental Health Research Centre at the IMR, and the research capacities
of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) were upgraded. The IMR achieved a
major breakthrough with the discovery and commercialization of Bacillus
thuringiensis which destroyed the larva of mosquitoes. The IMR also contributed
significantly to the polio eradication efforts of the WHO in the Western Pacific
Region.

TABLE 17-5

SELECTED HEALTH MANPOWER DISTRIBUTION
AND REQUIREMENTS, 1995 AND 2000

1995 2000 2000

Number Ratio Number Ratio Requirement1 Deficit/
Surplus

Doctors2 9,608 1: 2,153 16,468 1: 1,413 23,264 -6,796

Dentists2 1,741 1: 11,881 2,001 1: 11,627 3,231 -1.230

Pharmacists2 1,939 1: 10,667 2,801 1: 8,306 3,102 -301

Dental Technicians 362 1: 57,139 521 1: 44,656 598 -77

Dental Surgery Assistants 980 1: 21,106 1,463 1: 15,903 1,672 -209

Medical Laboratory 1,698 1: 12,181 2,399 1: 9,698 2,705 -306
Technologists

Nurses & Medical Assistants 24,468 1: 845 39,890 1: 518 55,224 -15,334

Occupational Therapists 113 1: 183,046 148 1: 157,202 245 -97

Physiotherapists 217 1: 95,319 263 1: 88,463 394 -131

Public Health Inspectors 1,425 1: 14,515 1,549 1: 15,020 1,812 -263

Radiographers 422 1: 49,015 645 1: 36,071 791 -146

Notes:

1 Based on norms

2 Includes public and private sectors


