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The School of Mechatronic Engineering for the first time had organized an 
international conference titled: Man-Machine System (ICoMMS 2006) which was 
held on 15 & 16 of September 2006 at City Bayview Hotel, Langkawi.

This international conference provided a forum for presentation and 
discussion on the state of current research in Man-Machine Systems Engineering. 
Papers relating to the general title of Man-Machine Systems were solicited 
especially from those in the areas of human system reliability, mechatronics, 
biomechatronics and man-machine interactions.

Professor Dr. Sazali Yaacob, Dean, School of Mechatronic Engineering, as the 
organizing chairperson delivered his welcoming speech, followed by the first 
keynote address by Professor Gamini Dissanayake from University of Technology 
Sydney with his lecture on Field Robotics – Challenges in Human Robot 
Collaboration. The second keynote address was presented by Professor Marzuki 
Khalid from Malaysia-Japan University Centre, UTM, on Designing Biometric 
Systems.

A total number of 47 participants from Japan, Australia, India, Taiwan and 
Malaysian universities presented their research findings at the conference.

KUKUM - Research & 
Innovation Expo 2006

The R&D Unit with the cooperation of the office of 
Deputy Rector Research & Innovation and the Research 
Cluster Unit organized an expo on research & 
innovation, which was held on 9th November 2006. The 
event started with a seminar titled ‘Maximizing 
Research Impact’ by Assoc. Profesor Dr. Ahmad Farhan 
Sadullah from USM. The main purpose of organizing this 
expo was to select good and high potential research in 
KUKUM as a preparation to participate in a number of 
national and international research competitions in 
2007. The organizing committee had also invited several 
experts from others institutions to aid in judging the 
research outputs.

There were 49 research outputs that were exhibited in 
the expo and an interesting fact is that the majority 
came from young researchers. More than half of the 
participants won medals comprising 2 gold, 8 silver and 
16 bronze medals. The gold medals were won by Mr 
Murray Hunter; from the ‘Sensor Technology and 
Applications’ Cluster with his invention entitled ‘An 
Integrated Essential Oil Extraction System’ and Mr. 
Mohd Mustafa Al-Bakri Abdullah, from the ‘Sustainable 
Engineering’ cluster with his invention, ‘Sound Cool 
Concrete Block’.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zul Azhar Zahid Jamal, Deputy Rector 
(R&I) presented certificates for winning entries during 
the closing ceremony. The expo was also covered by 
electronic and print press such as TV Pendidikan Perlis, 
RTM Perlis, Bernama, Utusan Malaysia and Kosmo.  A 
press conference was also held immediately after the 
closing ceremony to further highlight the exposition 
aims and results.

National Metallurgical 
Conference – NMC 2006
The National Metallurgical Conference 2006-NMC 2006 organized by the school of 
Material Engineering, was held at Putra Palace, Kangar, on 9 and 10th December 
2006. This two day conference was launched by Yang Berbahagia En. Mohd Sofi 
Osman (Managing Director AMD Export Sdn. Bhd.) who is also a member of the 
university’s Board of Directors. Primarily, the objective of having this conference 
was to provide a platform for sharing ideas and experiences related to metallurgy. 
Besides, it helped to foster and strengthen cooperation among academicians, 
researchers, scientists and practitioners related to this field.

The conference received good response and was considered a great success with 
numerous researchers from both public and private institutions participating. 
Among them were UKM, USM, UTM, KUTKM, KUiTTHO, UiTM, UniKL-MSI and 
UniKL-MFI. There were also participations from GLC’s such as SIRIM, MINT and TNB 
as well as from private institutions such as Motorola and Perwaja. This mixture 
created a lively environment as well as good natured discussions.  A total of 70 
research findings were presented orally or in poster form.  
 

International 
Conference on 
Mathematics and 
Natural Sciences 
2006 (ICMNS 2006)
An International Conference on Mathematics and 
Natural Sciences 2006 (ICMNS 2006) was 
organized by Institut Teknologi Bandung 
Indonesia, between 29 - 30 November 2006. In this 
conference numerous South East Asian scientists 
had participated. KUKUM’s Deputy Rector (R&I), 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zul Azhar Zahid Jamal was the 
honoured invited keynote speaker. His lecture was 
titled "Trends in Global and Local Biosensor 
Technologies".  This lecture was aimed at marrying 
the two distinct and diverse fields of 
microelectronic and biotechnology. 

The conference was organized to promote the 
development of sciences and their prospects in the 
development of science based technology. It also 
served as a celebration for the 59th anniversary of 
the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, 
ITB. The scope of this conference was, but not 
limited to the fields of health and environmental 
sciences, material sciences, mathematics and 
computer science, instrumentation, simulation, and 
modeling, biosciences and biotechnology, and 
earth and space sciences. A number of researchers 
from KUKUM also attended the conference

Malaysia Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Agrotourism 
Show 2006 (MAHA 2006)
The largest industry gathering in the South East Asia Region, Malaysia Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Agrotourism Show 2006 (MAHA 2006) was recently held at 
MARDI, Serdang from 21st to 27th November 2006. This event was hosted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry and organized by Federal 
Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA). It is regarded as a platform for the 
industry to be updated with the latest innovations and solutions as well as to do 
business, which is in line with the Government’s efforts to redevelop and reposition 
the agricultural industry as one of the main engines of growth.

KUKUM did not miss this opportunity to showcase her research output in the related 
fields. Four researchers represented KUKUM, namely Prof. Madya Dr. Zulkali Daud, 
Khairul Farihan Kasim, Saiful Azhar Saad and Dr. Soon -An Ong. They each exhibited 
their research findings which were titled "FOSjuice: Fos-Fortified Fruit Juice", 
"Zalafeed:  High Fiber And Protein Husbandry Ingredient", "Subasorb Adsorbents For 
Treatment Of Dyes Polluted Waste Water" and "Bioremediation Of Azo Dye By 
Microbes Immobilized On Spent Granular Activated Carbon Under Batch Operation", 
respectively. KUKUM’s participation was made possible with the generous support of 
the Perlis State Government, as well as being the proud research based participation 
under the Perlis banner.

In the recent BioMalaysia 2006 - Conference & Exhibition, organized and 
sponsored by MOSTI and Biotech Malaysia, and held on 6 to 8 December 2006 at 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, KUKUM sent 8 research outputs. Of these, two 
were specially chosen as part of the best research output. Both were exhibited in 
the achievement area, together with three other public universities as well as 
other government funded research institutions. The two achievements were the 
highest, in the category of any research institutions. KUKUM is extremely proud 
of these achievements and is honored to be ranked together with more 
established institutions.

The title of the winning research was "Fabrication and Properties of Cobalt 
Implant Composite -   CIC" by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Shamshul Baharin Jamaludin, 
School Of Materials Engineering and "Bioremediation of  Azo Dye by Microbes 
Immobilized of Spent Granular activated Carbon Under Batch Operation" by Dr. 
Soon – An Ong, School of Environmental Engineering.

It was also an honour to KUKUM when Prof. Dr. Mohd. Noor Ahmad was invited 
as speaker in this event. He delivered his speech titled "Automated Electronic 
Tongue for Herbals Quality Control" on the second day of this conference.

MUCET 2006
The first Malaysia Technical Universities Conference on 
Engineering & Technology 2006 – MUCET 2006 was 
held on 19 and 20 December 2006 at KUiTTHO, Batu 
Pahat. This conference is a special platform for young 
researchers from the four recently established technical 
universities, namely KUKUM, KUiTTHO, KUTKM and 
KUKTEM, to share ideas and publish their research 
work, before they embark on publishing in international 
peer-reviewed journals.

This is in view of the inexperience of young researchers 
to publish in reputable peer reviewed international 
journals. However, MUCET is not a stop-gap measure 
but only a bridge towards promoting high quality 
research. KUKUM sent 28 researchers, who presented 29 
papers, which was the largest researcher contingent 
attending the conference.  

Bio Malaysia 2006

International Conference 
On Man-Machine Systems 
2006 (ICoMMs 2006)


