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Perlis Ruler: ·Practise moderation and respect differences 
"\c(>\ &-\qla:fV-4/ ~>--S1?c/\M . 

KANGAR: The . Raja of Perlis 
Tuariku Syed Sirajuddin JaiRalullail 
has dfrected the pe.aple to ~ 
moderation and respect existing 
differences to avoid issues cropping 
up, · especially concerning religion 
and race. 

He said such issues could be easi~ 
ly exploited to create . quarrels and 
conflicts by certain parties. ; 

"Don't be too obsessed with a par­
ticular opinion to the extent of being 
willing to commit acts that can jeop­
ardise solidarity, harmony, concilia­
tion and prosperity o( the people," 
he said 'after. opening the second 
term sitting of the 14th Perlis state 
legislative assembly yesterday. 

· The Ruler also took a serious 
view on . the attempts ·by certain 

·parties who abused the social media 
to spread seditious elements, slan­
der and extremist ideology. 

"Do not react easily to any news 
or information received without 
first checking and verifying it. 

"Take proactive action immedi­
ately in handling sedition and slan­
der . because it is feared that any 
delay in taking necessary action 
could lead the nation towards con­
flicts ·that Would result in losses 
facedby everyone," the Ruler said. 

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin advised 
interested parties to adopt mature 
politics and not ignore their respon­
sibilities, trust and rol'e in develop­
ing the state and nation. · 

. He said politics should be used as 
the best platform and method to 

prosper the state and nation so that 
everyone could benefit and share 
the prosperity in a fair and equita­
ble manner. 

He also called on the state govern­
ment to spend according to priority 
. and to focus on programmes and 
projects that would give a major and· 
direct impact on the people, thus · 
benefiting the target groups. 

"It cannot be denied that the state 
has limited resources and expendi­
ture to push Perlis ahead. · 

"However, lam glad that the state 
government has a creative vision to 
work closely with the Federal 
Government to create and develop 
projects that have high impact," 
Tuanku Syed SiTajuddin said. -
Bernama 

Getting the show started: Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and the royal family 
during the opening of the second term sitting of the 14th Perlis state 
legislative assembly in Kangar. - Bernama · 

Mass prayers to be held for nation 
Religious leaders ready to play role in getting the peop_le to unite in adversity 
By ASHLEY TANG 
ashleytang@thestar.com.my 

PETALING JAYA: As the 62nd 
National . Day nears, religious and 
community leaders say the occa­
sion is just right to bring all 
Malaysians together to celebrate the 
country's peace and harmony. 

Council of Churches of Malaysia 
(CCM) general secretary Rev Dr 
Hermen Shastri said the body 
would work towards promoting 
peace and understanding. 

He said local congregations 

would hold prayers for peace and sians of other faiths and for their 
unity on the last Sunday of the peaceful co-exiStence. 
month to mark the occasion. Malaysia· Hindu Sangam (MHS) 

"We will pray for the well-being national president Datuk R.S. Mohan 
of our nation, and for the necessary · · Shan said religious leaders should 
reforms promised by the Pakatan play a role in getting the people to 
Harapan goverrurient,~ he said yes- unite in the face ofadversity. _ 
terday. 'We want Malaysia to be a .coun-

Shastri said prayers would also try where all of us can continue to 
be offered for fair and just policies, live in pea~e and harmony," he said. 
and fairness to the people of Mohan· said on Merdeka Eve, 
Sarawak and Sabab and indigenous temples would hold spe_cial prayers 
·communities. for peace and harmony. 

He said churches would also pray Buddhist Maha Vihara vice-presi-
for a good relationship with Malay~ dent Prematilaka Serisena said its 

·monks would hold all-night chant­
ing on Aug 30 and 31. 

Prematilaka said -the monks 
would pray for the nation's leaders 
to have the foresight and wisdom. -

He urged religious leaders to 
speak up· on the universal values of 
their religions . and on how all 
Malaysians should live together as 
one commUI)ity. . . 

''There are people who forbid us 
from wishing a person of a different 
faith-. These are the things which 
are detrimental and divide the peo- .. 
ple," he said. ' 

Merdeka babies' recall 
·fond birthday celebrations 
PUTRAJAYA: Those born on Aug 
31, dubbed the "Merdeka babies", 
often have tales to share about·their 
birthday_ celebrations, especially 
during their childhood and teenage 
years_ compared to .their adulthood. 

·For Shanty Nur Shaffizan Mohd 
Shafee, her 15th birthday . will 
always be extra special as that was 
the ·year she visited the Tunku 
Abdul Rahrnan Putra Memorial in 
Kuala Lumpur. 

"It was · a memorable birthday 
and tlilly befitting as the memorial 
commemorates the life and achieve­
ments .. of our country's first prime 
minister and Bapa Kemerdekaim 
(Father of Independence). 

"Now over 20 years later,- that 
visit is still fresh in my memory as it 
meant so much to m_e to learn about 
the struggles · before the country 
achieved independence on Aug 31, 
1957," said the 39-year-old mother 
of six. 

"It was always exciting celebrat­
ing my birthday as a child and 
while I was in school because of the 
fun and outings then. Although my 
family and friends have surprise 
parties for me now, it is somewhat 
different. · 
- ''But what is more important is 

that National Day is the best time 
for people in the country to come 
together and celebrate," said the 
financial consultant. 

Shanty added that she was bless­
ed With a son, llhan Isyqi Sya'bani 
Azizl.m,14, who was born on anoth­
er special day - Malaysia Day on 
Sept 16. . 

"It is a double joy and celebration 
for tis and makes our family even 
more patriotic and involved in the 
celebrations," she added. 

Noor Atiqah Sulaiman, 26, anoth­
er "Merdeka baby'', said that her 
birthdays during her school days 
were far more cheerful. 

"I was always excited counting 
the days before Aug 31, not oruy to 
celebrate my birthday, but also 
to volunteer at various school 
Merdeka events," she said. 

Noor Atiqah believed that unlike 
her schooling years, there seemed 
to be a lack of fervour and spirit 
among Malaysians nowadays in 
decorating their homes and flying 
the J<!Iur Gemilang. . 

She added that the community 
might perhaps have a different way 
of expressing their patriotism and 
not necessarily by flying the nation· 
al flag. - Bernama · 

Sweet memories: Noor Atiqah Sulaiman celebrating her birthday on 
Aug 31, 2017.- Betnama 

Merdeka-inspired headscarves gaining popularity 
SHAH ALAM: · Merdeka-inspired 
headscarves with· the Jalur 
Gemilang and hibiscus flower 
motifs are ndw the latest trend 
ahead of National Day. 

Founder of Anies Iman Boutique, 
NurulHanis Isman, 30, said she has . 
.received a lot of orders from cus­
tomers eager to look special for the 
celebration. 

''My eight staff and I are working 
extra hard to come up with special 
designs. 

''I want more people to appreciate 
National Day and celebrate the whole 
month of Bulan l<ebangsaan in put 
own national designs," she said. ' 

She said the Merdeka celebration 
this year would be. more vibrant if 
more women are confident enough 

to display their patriotism .thro~gh 
their headscarves. 

- Bernama found many head­
scarves with Merdeka-inspired 
designs on sale at shopping com­
plexes around the city and online. 

Shopper Nabila Hudda Yusoff, 23, 
said Merdeka-inspired headscarves 
are a very good idea in boosting 
patriotism among the people. 

'We always see T-shirts with 
Jalur Gemilang designs, so now we 
have the headscarves," she said. 

. Physiotherapist Adibah Zulkiply 
said she would be proud to don 
Merdeka designs during the 
patriotic month to show her love for 
thecQuntry. 

''If not us, who else?" said Adibah 
from Damansara. 

We want Malaysia 
to be a country 
where all of us can 
continue to live in 
peace and harmony. 

Datuk R.S. Mohan Shan 

Chow: More 
to Merdeka 
than just 
waving Jalur 
Gemilang 
By LO TERN CHERN 
andylo@thestar.com.my 

GEORGE TOWN: Merdeka means 
more than just flying the Jalur 
Gemilang and- Malaysians should 
also treasure and protect the peace 
and harmony in our country, said 
Penang Chief Minister Chow Kon 
Yeow. 

"The joy of independence is 
reflected when we are able to live 
corrifortably, harmoniously and 
prosperously among all the differ­
ent races. 

"Campaigns to wave the "}alur 
Gemilang means more than just a 
physical act. 

"What's more important is that 
we appreCiate the values and spirit 
of patriotism . for the muntry," he 
said in his speech during a dinner to 
host the Kembara Merdeka · Jalur 
Gemilang (KMJG) convoy at P~nang 
Pesta Site in Sungai Nibong on 
Monda~ -

Organised by the · Information 
Department, the convoy included 
133 people in 62 vehicles from vari-
ous government agencies. · 

Celebrations were also held at 
SMK Guar Perahu and SM Seri Balik 
Pulau under the programme. 

The KMJG 2019 convoy was 
launched by Prime Minister Tun Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad on-Aug 4 to 
instil the spirit of patriotism and 
nationalism throughout this 
Merdek;:t month. 


