
Get set for the best fair in town 
DECIDING on what to study can 
be a daunting task but 
school-leavers can seek help at the 
Star Education Fair 2017, which 
will be held on Jan 7 and 8 at the 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. 

Students unsure of what to do 
next can mel;!t experts on pre-uni
versity education and representa" 
tives from colleges and universi
ties. 

They will brief students and -
parents on a wide range of certifi
cate; foundation; diploma and 
postgraduate courses as well as 
professional qualifications - all 
under one roof at the fair. 

Form Five &chool-leaver Nora 
Charles said she has been to the 
Star Education Fair with her older 
brother Lenny in the past. 

"I aq::ompanied Lenny to the 
fair because of the wealth of 
information available on the type 
of courses available here. 

"While Lenny looked for 
accmmting programmes, I visited 
several colleges which offer mass · 
communication as that is my area 
of interest,'' she said. 

Nora said she is also looking for 
information on- scholarships. 

Like Nora, A Ramesh s<iitl he 
visited the Star Education Fair 
several times while he was in sec
ondary school. 

''Ultimately, it was the educa
tion fair that provided me with 
the opportunity to meet repre- · 
sentatives from several universi
ties. 

"I did my research by asking 

many questions and I finally 
decided to study English after all 
the information I got," said the 
Foundation stUdent. 

School-leavers will be spoilt for 
.choice and must make it a point to 
check out what's available and lis
ten to the experts. There will also 
be education and {;areer talks to · · 
enlighten them (see table). 

On hand to help students deter
mine their areas of interest will 
be talks on "Options After SPM -
Making the Right Choice: Tools To 
Help You Decide Your Ideal Study 
Programme" which will be held' · 
on the first and second day of the 
Education and Career Talks at 
Hall One, Main Stage at the KL 
Convention Centre. 
- Interested in Medicine and the 

Health Sciences? A talk will be 
held on the first day where stu
dents and their parents can learn 
more about a career in medicine, 
the changing iandscape in medi-
cine, surgery and-teeth. , 

A talk on science and entrepre
neurship will also be held' on the 
first day. Talks on Studying and 
Working Overseas in Ireland, 
Canada and the United State& will 
be held on the first day and New 
Zealand and the United Kingdom 
on the second day. 

There will also be talks on other 
interesting careers such as why 
study science, occupational thera- · 
py and computer science· on the 
first day. 

Interested in the world of culi
nary arts and hospitality? There 

Local unis rank among top 100 among emerging eco_nomies 
By SANDHYA MENON 
educate@thestar.com.my 

UNIVERSm Putra Malaysia (UPM) 
climbed 14 places to make it to the 
top 100 of .the Times Higher 
Education (THE) BRICS & Emergmg 
Economies University Rankings 
2017. 

It is one of the three Malaysia . 
institutions to be listed in the top 
100, the other two being Universiti 
Teknologi Petronas (UTP) and 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia . 
(UTM). . 

They are joined by four other 
Malaysian universities namely 
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
(UKM), Universiti Utara Malaysia 
(UUM) and Universiti Teknologi 
Mara (UiTM) in the top 300 of the 
global list (see table). 

THE World University Rankings 
editor Phil Baty said: "We only rank 
the very best institutions in the THE 
2017 BRICS & Emerging Economies 
Rankings so we congratulate all uni
versities who have made this year's 
top 300 list." 

Baty said it is great news that 
seven Malaysian universities made 
it to the liSt, up from four last year. 

''This is the most competitive 
BR.JCS .and emerging economies 
rankings to date with universities 
across 50 countries assessed. 

''Malaysia invests a huge amol.mt 
in higher education and has mar
keted itself as a knowledge econo
my and innovation hub in recent 
years," he added. 

He said Malaysia's public univer
sities have however been hit by a 
15% budget cut this year after the 
economy came under pressure 
from lower oil and commodity pric
es. 

''Malaysian institutions will have 
to run faster just to stand still in this 
list in future years," he said, adding 
that UPM's rise is due to improved 
performances around its research 
environment, research influence 
and attraction of international tal
ent. 

The THE BRICS & Emerging 
Economies University~ 
applies rigorous and demanding 
performance indicators as the over
all World University Ranking's. 

Baty said institutions must 
demonstrate high standards of per
formance in teaching, research, 
international outlook and knowl
edge transfer. 
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Malaysian institutions in the Times Higher · 
Ed-ucation BRICS & Emerging Economies 
University Rankings 2017. _ 

University 2016 2017 

Untvet:stti P~a Malays~a '103 89 
Universiti leknologi Petronas Not previously ranked 91 

UnNef'Siti Teknologr M~ 56 100 
-

Universiti Sa ins Malaysia 112 114 
- -- - --

Universiti l<ebangSaan Malaysia ,58 136 
Universiti Utara Malaysia Net pr.evlously ranked 201-250 

--
UnlversitJ Teknologi Mara _f'!?t p~eV1ously ran~ked 25'1-300 

Source: Times Higher Education, 
https:/lwww.timeshighereducation.com/World-university-rankings 
/2017/brics-and-emerging-economies-university-rankings 

Higher Education Minister Datuk 
Seri Idris Jusoh congratulated 
Malaysian institutions for being in 
the top 100 universities in emerging 
economies worldwide~ 

''Rankings are useful benchmarks 
as to where our higher education 
institutions stand. 

·~t the same time, I am mindful 
that rankings may not always cap
ture the more· subtle points in high
er education, such as the student 

and learning experience. As such, 
the ministry and I have always 
taken a balanced position when it 
comes to rankings," he said in a 
Facebook post. 

UPM vice-cttancellor ProfDatin 
Paduka Dr Aini Ideris said that 
rankings are important as they are 
a benchmark for universities to 
take note of their progress and 
move forward. 

"It's one of the m~y ways of 

will be a talk on this on the sec
ond day as well as on psyehology 
and the world ofiT. 

Want to study law? Check out 
the talk on career options after a 
law degree on the second day as 

· well as a talk on engineering. 
Check out the funding options 

available at a talk on the Star 
Education Fund as well as how to 
apply for scholarships after _high 
school. 

The Star Education Fair will be 
held on jan 7 and 8 at Exhibition 
Halls One to Five, Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre from 11am to 
7pm. Admission is free. Booths 
are still available for interested 
exhibitors. Fo.r more details, call 
03·79671388 (ext. 1233/1466). 

knowing what and how we can con
tinuously improve to be among the 
top universities globally," she said. 
'She added that rankings matter 
when it comes to forming stake
holders' perception of the universi
ty. 

''Tile efforts and scholarly contri
butions by our staff has borne · 
sweet fruits as we are one of the top 
research universities compared to 
other globally-renowned universi
ties," she added. 

Baty said UPM's rise is due to 
improved performances around its 
research environment, research 
influence and attraction of interna-
tional talent. · 

UTP vice-chancellor Datuk Dr 
Abdul Rahim Hashim said the rec
ognition by THE is· an accomplish
ment that the university is proud of. 

"Indeed, 2016 has been an amaz
ing year for the university and thjs 
recent achievement bears testimony 
of our hard work and diligence in 
support of the university's journey 
towards achieving global promi
nence. 

"We will continue to strive to 
move up in the rankings," he added 

Peking University in China tops 
this year's ranking. 
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