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e business world, five years is consid­
a long time and certainly, the way in 

Witches and Snow Queens and geeks, 
oh my! Not to mention lots of magic. 

people do business can change a lot in 
period of time. The national economic 
us - conducted by the Department of 

Jstics Malaysia - is held once every five 
and the 2016 exercise is expected to 

What I Couldn't 
Tell You 

Author: Faye Bird 
Publisher: Usborne, fiction 

TESSIE is a teenager who suf­
fers from som~thing called 
selective mutism: she can speak 
but becomes mute in certain 
situations or with specific peo­
ple. It makes her a good listen­
er, and people tend to tell her 
secrets - which is vital right 
now because Tessie needs to 
find out what happened to her 
sister Laura. Laura is iil a coma 
and her boyfriend Joe is miss­
ing. Did Joe attack her? Quiet 
Tessie is slowly getting closer to 
finding out what happened.· . 
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----------- Insight on new trends and areas of 
wth in the Malaysian business world. 
e main objective of the economic census The Witch's Kiss 
get comprehensive information on the 

-------...,.----- omic activities in the .country, which Will 
Authors: Katharine & in the formulation of national policies. 
Elizabeth Corr the past five years, the landscape has 
Publisher: HarperCollins, fiction ed especially with the rapid growth of 

ternet. Today almost everyone has 
· to the Internet via smartphones. The 

IN an alternate modern world stem is markedly different from when 
where witches are ~n accepted conomic census 2011 was conducted, 
part of society (and covens con Chief Statistician of Malaysia Datuk Dr 
nect on Facebook), teenager Rahm H • .c an asan. 
Meredith-would pre~er not to ed on an Information and 
be o~e: But when she's stressed. tunication Technology Satellite Account 
ma~1c. JUSt shoots o;ut of her fin. ) report, e-Commerce activities gener-
gernails so she can t exactly . a value added of RM63.8bil and contrib-
deny her powers. And ~hen ·5.8% to the national Gross Domestic 
she me~ts sweet, potential-love- ct (Gi>P) in 2014 as .compared wtih 
of-her-lif~ Jack, she even learn m 2013. In the 11th Malaysia Plan 
to appreciate them because the ) contribution of e-Commerce to GDP 
boy has been st~ck with a dear~ ~ted at 6.4% or RM114bil by 2020. 
ly cur_se. Meredi~ wants. to res· ommerce is expanding rapidly in 
cue him but she nsks losmg her ia due to the increasing use of the 
ll!e in trying to break a centu- tet. 

- nes-old curse.... rough this census, we can gauge ifbusi-

··----------• are immersing themselves in e-Com-

The Prey 
(Arena 13 #2) 

Author: joseph Delaney 
Publisher: Red Fox, fiction 

THE new series from Joseph 
Delaney, author of the bestsell­
ing Spook's Apprentice series, 
continues with its protagonist, 
Leif, emerging from his appren­
ticeship as an Arena 13 combat­
ant and seeking information 
about his late father. He learns 
that his father, the greatest 
arena fighter the country had 
ever seen, had come close to 
destroying the demon Hob, but 
paid a terrible price for doing 
so. K!lowing this, Leif returns 
to the fighting floor with a 
renewed hunger for revenge. 
But can he remain focused on 
his training as his passion for 
his master's daughter, Kwin, 
grows? And will his place in his 
master's greater plan help or 
hinder him in his personal mis­
sion to defeat Hob in a fight to 
the death? 

Head Over Heels 
(Geek Girl #5) 

•, or if traditional business methods are 
>ing.strong. 
t April, the St?tistics Department 
ed the Economic Census 2016 (for the 

nee year of 2015) and the exercise is 
ed to end this November. 

------------ census Will involve about 700,000 
Author: Holly Smale 1mies and businesses that are regis-
Publisher: HarperCollins 1 with the Companies Commission of 
Children's Books, fiction ysia (SSM), professional associations, 
------------ . rative Commission of Malaysia (SKM), 

<tuthorities of Sabah and Sarawak, and 
HARRIET Manners, the stereo- l!ntrepreneurs registered with the 
type-busting. geek ~th the •try of Agriculture and Agro-based 
encyclopaedic bram, kn?w~ tries. 
almost every fa~t there IS (like, VS.2%, the services sector (excluding 
14 f~urteen sqw~rel!! were once >utive trade) has the highest coverage 
detamed for spymg) - so, natu· onomic Census 2016, followed by the 
rally,_ sit~ kn?ws exac!}~ ho;v uction sector (10.9%), manufacturing 
her life IS gomg to go, nght. . ), agriculture (2.8%) and the mining 
~ell, n~t so m:ucp whel).lo:ve 19 arrying sector (0.5%). As of today, 
m the a_rr. While s Harr~et IS mic Census questiolUl.aires have been 
determm~d to Make ~hmgs ihuted to all registered companies and 
Happen! m he~ lo~e ~e, not t!sses. The resgondents are given a 
ev~ryone else IS sticking to her 'h to complete the questionnaire. If they 
scnpt. respond within a month, officers Will 

pay these companies a visit. 
-----------•tllhdul Rahman said the census is gov-

by the Statistics Act 1965 (Revised 
The Reader , which states that all eompanies are 

(s f I k d G ld #1) ~ed to provide the required informa-
ea 0 n an 0 \0the department. 

· llld the company be found guilty of . 
----...,.--'-------- lmcooperative, a penalty not exceeding 
Author: Traci Chee Will be imposed, and they Will be 
Publisher: Putnam 
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• 1m stock tot 
The Statistics Department Malaysia's Economic Census 2016 is on track to provide 
comprehensive information on the economic activities in the country. 

S"llJ.lE 2010 2011 2012 lb13 2014 

1. Jol\or 2.2,035 24.350 25,442 25,317 23.466 
2. Kedllll 14.034 15,563 16.068 16,62Q 17,321 
3. Kelantan 9806 10,8$4 11.217 11,265 ·- 11815 
4 Malak& 2U 66 32,4121 34,965 35,'!27 38,766 
s. Neg.ti Slmlliltln 29.363 32.136 33.761 34..09:1 !35.969 
e Pahang 23,883 27,069 27,413 27,912 29.575 
7. Pultlu Pinang 33.597 35,527 3705$ 38,472 , 42,186 
s Perak ,&.207 2.0,370 21 711 ZU38 24,~7 

9. Petlis 17.410 ~8.299 19,537 20,1.36 21 ,084 

10 Setangor 32,300 34478 38,199 38,082 40.701 
11. Terengganu 21,673 23,282 23,93€ 24,<488 26573 
12 Sabeh 17,831 19,648 19,487 18.647 19672 
13. Setlwak ss:034 40,832 41.493 41,791 44437 
14 WP KWIIa Lumpur 64693 10,&75 77.073 62,262 91.097 
15 WPlebuan 36,445 44.044 49.157 53.61 0 56,062 

Malaysia 28,7a3 31 ,372 32,got3 33.721 36.115 

SOURCE· Dt:PART).1ENT OF STiiT:STICS. MALAYSIA 

charged RM500 maximum continually each 
day until the respondents cooperate. 

''I think the public knows that it is manda­
tory to participate in a census, so I do not 
really foresee many problems,'' says Dr 
Abdul Rahman. "After all, the findings of the 
Economic Census doesn't just help the gov­
ernment in planning policies, but also busi­
nesses plan their own strategies and direc­
tion. It is a win-win situation," he says. 

He stresses that busiilesses should not 
worry about divulging their information to 
the Department of Statistics as it Will be kept 
confidential, and this is provided for under 
Section 4 (2) of the Statistics Act 1965 
(Revised 1989). ''The information provided 
by the businesses is only published at aggre­
gate level, so there is no need to worry," Dr 
Abdul Rahman says. 

Internationally, the econorriic census is 
also conducted every five years and this is 
practised .by developed nations like United 
·states, Britain and Japan. Indonesia and 
Brunei Darussalam are two other Asean 
countries conducting their economic census 
this year. 

''In Malaysia, besides using it as a basis for 
calculating the GDP, the census Will also help 
us assess the impact of our national develop-

ment programmes and policies such as the 
Economic Transformation Programme (ETP) 
and the llMP,'' Dr Abdul Rahman says. 

As we head towards 2020, and our aim of 
attaining high-iilcome nation status, the data 
gathered from Economic Census 2016 Will 
help the government to make post-2020 
plans. 

"Statistics," Dr Abdul Rahman says, "is like 
fertiliser to a tree. The better the fertiliser, 
the more productive the tree is, with lots of 
blooming flowers and fruits. Ther:efore, the 
Economic Census is like fertiliser to the poli­
cy makers. The better the statistics, the better 
the policies which can be developed," he 
says. 

The economic census will also help to 
·gauge the performance of the ever-expand­
ing SME sector in the country, which is being 
driven by the Master Plan of Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 2012-2020. 
Based on Economic Census 2011, about 97% 
of business establishments are SMEs. 

In 2015, SME is estimated to.contribute 
36.3% to the GDP, 65.5% to employment and 
17.6% to total exports. Data from this census 
Will help to observe the changes within the 
five years and become an input to assess the 
performance for planning, and cil.so strength-

Chief Statistician Malaysia Datuk Dr Abdul Rahman 
Hasan at his office-in Putrajaya.- MOHO SAHAR 
MISNI!The Star 

ening the SMEs industrial development pro­
gramme, said Dr Abdul Rahman. 

Other newer aspects that are being 
explored .in this census include environmen­
tal compliance and the hiring of Technical 
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 
graduates. 

''We Will be able to see how far Malaysian 
companies have followed the international 
standards of environmental compliance in 
their business practices. 

''As for 1VET, it is a new area which the 
Government has devoted a lot of attention 
into. In th·e census we Will find out many 
businesses employ graduates of the 1VET 
system,'' said Dr Abdul Rahman. 

The result of Economic Census 2016 is 
expected to be released by June 2017. The 
results Will be made accessible for free to all 
businesses on an interactive portal that we 
Will launch iil conjunction with Economic 
Census 2016, says Dr Abdul Rahman. 

The exercise is estimated to cost RM50mil 
and some 2,000 enumerators have been 
hired to conduct the census. These are tem­
porary staff, additional to the existing 
Statistics Department staff, who Will be · 
iilvolved iil the validation and computing 
process later. 

Juvenile, fiction ·-==================-===:=-~~--======-~-------------~~----~---
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