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set to woo British businesses and tourists ~\._,J:.U.J .............. __ ,_ 

the investment foi:uni; which wru be 
held at Kensington Close Hotel on 
Monday. RUPA DAMODARAN 

LONDON 
rupabane~i@mediaprima.com.my 

M ALAYSIA'S seventh annual 
promotional event, which 
opens here tomorrow, has a 

new tagline that showcases not only 
the cQuntry's gastronomic delights 
and multicultural fabric but also its 
strengths. 

"Choose Malaysia" promises to be 
the country's biggest trade and in
vestment event as both the public 
and private sectors join forces to woo 
British businesses and tourists to 
Malaysia. 

The event kicks off 
with the Malaysia 
Fest showcase at 
Trafalgar Square, 
to be followed by 
an investment fo- · 
rum that will 
serve as a plat
form : to link 

+Malaysian companies 
with industry partners from 
the United Kingdom. 

"It will be our biggest promotion 
in terms of size and scope," said In
ternational Trade and Industry Min
ister Datuk Seri Mus tapa Mohamed 
in an interview. -

It brings together 128 organisa-
- tions, 243 representatives froin vat

ious ministries, agencies and core 
porations, as well as the Malaysian 
diaspora and students in the UK in a 

CHOOSE 
M ~SIA 

cohesive effort to brand the country . 
internationally. 

Malaysian businesses will be able 
to promote their high-skilled man
ufacturing, hign-value. products, 
constrUction, business services, ed
ucation, Islamic finance and 

tourism to a global audience. 
"Our promotion will be 

comprehensive with 
focus on trade -and 
investment, 
tourism, health
care, portfolio in
vestments and ha-
lal market as well 

details about the 
health of the economy," 

· sa1d Mustapa. 
The event here will be followe~ by 

. Shanghai and Sydney editions in 
November and December, respec
tively. 

For Malaysian Investment Devel
opment Authority (Mida), "Choose 
Malaysia" will enable Malaysia and 
the UK to strengthen bilateral in
vesting interests further. 

"We will project Malaysia as a 
strategic partner foJl,UK trade with 

The forum, entitled "Business Op
portunities in the Changing Eco
nomic Landscape", will highlight 
Malaysia as a preferred investment 
destination. 

"UK investors have already dis
covered commonalities with 
Malaysia and it is only natural for us 
to offer the various options in terms 
of infrastructure," saidAzman. 

Growth in the services sector, es
pecially education, will take a big 
leap as reputable universities such 
as University of Nottingham, Uni
versity of Southampton and Univer-: 
sity of Reading, which have 
Malaysian campuses, collaborate to 
export services to neighbouring 
countries. 

For .expQrt promotion body 
Malaysia External Trade Develop
ment Corp (Matrade), a business 
matching session for UK and 
Malaysian companies called 
"Source Malaysia" will also be held 
at the same hotel on Tuesday. - . 

"The business matching is aimed 
at ·increasing exports of Malaysian 
brands to the UK and Europe at 
large," said Matrade CEO Datuk 
Dzulkifli Mahmud. 

Last year, Malaysia's total _trade 
with the UK increased by 9.4 per 
cent to RM16.45 billion. 

EXports expanded by 17.6 per cent 
to RM9.32 billion while imports were 
valued at RM7.13 billion, making the 
UK the 17th largest trading partner 
for Malaysia. 

Summary Of Malaysia Night Achievements, London (2010-2015) 
Achievement ! 2010 ! 20U I 2012 ! 2013 I 2014 2015 

No ofvlsltors 

ToUt safes 
(restaunftt.lt 

Tot.! safes (lnckKt) 

20,000 25.000 

£44,000 £48,500 

23,000 

£40,848 
(RM220,579) (RM237,600) (RM26J.900) 

£6,500 
(RM35,100) 

£6,000 £8,400 
(RM32.400) _ (RM45,360} 

35,000 

£60.235 
(RM325,269) 

06.556 
(RM89,402') 

43,000 

£86,395 
(RM466.S33) 

53,000 

£96,200 
(RM6l4.333) 

£3].050 £35,700 
(RM167,670) (RM227,980) 

TotlliUikesF..tJeoJU _ 3,322 4,322 7.100 8,035 1].566 . 
Twlttlw t n Ill'S _ . : 

Sot..-ce: Ma!rade ~ 
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British High Commissioner to Malaysia Vicki Treadell says Malaysia re
mains a good place for British' businessmen. 

London's the right 
place for showcase, 
says British envoy 
KUALA LUMPUR: British High Com
missioner to Malaysia Vicki Treadell 
is eager about Malaysia's annual 
event in central London tomorrow. 

From one which has been centred 
around food and beverage, the event 
now has a trade and investment el
ement added to it. 

It was a frrst for Malaysia, she re
marked. 

"With the .long-lasting relation
ship and in doing something for the 
first time, it is better to go some
where you are comfortable and fa
miliar with," she said. 

Britain's withdrawal from the Eu
ropean Union (Brexit) and the new 
reality of Britain make "Choose 
Malaysia" an exciting proposition. 

Since the referendum in late June 
and the change in government, 
Britain said it was open for business 
and was working with international 
partners. 

Prime Minister Theresa May's 
government said it would be more 
active, outward-facing and energetic 
on the world stage than ever before. 

On promoting Malaysia as an in
vestment destination, Treadell said 
United Kingdom companies had 
beel). looking at the Asia-Pacific re
gion. 

Greenfield investments are drawn 
to Malaysia due to its colonial his
to'ry, high English usage, common 
law and familiar environment, and· 
are providing jobs for the young 

workforce, including opporturiities 
through apprenticeships. 

"It is the !Qnd of investments that 
Britain has already delivered," said 
Treadell. · · 

The top UK companies ·in 
Malaysia employ about 80,000 peo
ple, with total investment value of 
just under RM90 billion. 

Dyson, for instance, has 1,000 en
gineers while BAE Systems ha.S 400 
graduates working in applied intel-
·ligence. · 

Standard Chartered Bank has also 
· placed Malaysia as a global hub for 

its financial technology operations, 
with 7,000 young Malaysians in its 
workfQrce. · 

"Malaysia wants to diversify its 
economy. On our part, we are keen to 
support British businesses as they 
look for opportunities. 

"Malaysia remains a good place 
for. them to come and use as a 
springboard for Asean." 

Treadell said small and medium 
enterprises would also gain from the 
"Choose Malaysia" event as they 
would get to meet potential British 
and European buyers and develop 
relationships. 

"London is ari international city, 
the main trading centre of finance 
and commodities and cosmopolitan 
in nature. If you want a global au
dience apart from a British one, 
where better than London?" she 
added. Rupa Damodaran 

Report: Malaysia ranks 34th globally in net financial assets per capita 
KUALA WMPUR: Malaysia came in 
34th worldwide and seventh in Asia 
for net financial assets per capita last 
year, according to the Allianz Global 
Wealth Report. 

The country's net fmancial assets 
per capita amounted to €7,670 
(RM35,429) last year. 

"Together with China, Malaysia 
formed a kind of mid-field of the 

analysed Asian countries, with per 
capita net financial assets four times 
the per capita net financial assets in 
Thailand, which ranked one place 
behind Malaysia, but still only nine 
per cent of those in Japan, the rich
est Asian country in terms of net 
financial assets per capita," it said. 

The report said loans to private 
households had increased at a faster 

pace than Malaysia's gross domestic 
_product (GDP) and also to their fi
nancial assets last year. 

"In Malaysia, with 7.2 per cent, 
loans to private households in
creased not only faster than national 
GDP (plus 4.6 per cent) but also than 
their fmancial assets (plus 4.9 per 
cent), thus worsening the private 
debt to GDP ratio and asset to debt 

ratici f'm1her." 
It saJd household debt had 

climbed to 89.1 per cent of GDP, 
while the fmancial assets to GDP 
ratio had edged up marginally to 
182.9 per cent from 182.4 per cent in 
2014. At the ·end of last year, each 
Malaysian had debts to the tune of 
€7,285 against average financial as
sets of €14,960. 

The report said the assets to li
abilities ratio of2.1 had seemed to be 
comfortable, indicating that most 
households should be able to repay 
their debts. It pointed out that only 
Thailand had a lower ratio. 

"In Taiwan, for example, a country 
with a similarly high debt to GDP 
ratio of 90.4 per cent, the respective 
ratJ.'b was 5.5," it added. 
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