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Families want inquiry into shooting 
I found suspicious bruises on my brother's face and body, says victim's sipling 
By AUSTIN CAMOE:NS 
austin@thestar.com.my 

PETALING JAYA: The families of 
two men shot dead by the police last 
month are calling for an inquiry 
into the shooting. 

Mohammad Shahril Sugumaran 
Abdullah, 26, and S. Uvarajan, 22, 
died in an alleged shootout with the 

police along the Selayang-Kepong 
Highway on Aug 19. 

According to Selangor CID chief 
Deputy Comm Datuk Mohd Adnan 
Abdullah, ·police noticed them act
ing suspiciously near the Forest 
Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) 
and a chase ensued. 

The two allegedly rammed into a 
police car and fired several shots at 

policemen forcing police to return 
. fire. 

Uvarajan's brother, S. Devendran, 
30, questioned what really hap
pened. 

''When I went to claim his body, I 
saw he had bruises on his face and 
what looked like bruises caused by 
handcuffs on his wrists. 

"Something does not ~eem right,'' 

he said. 
Meanwhile, Mohammad Shahril 

Sugumaran's mother, P. Saratha, 53, 
said she lost her caregiver in the 
shooting. 
. "My son was the only one taking 
care of me and now he is gone. 

''Why did they have to shoot him? 
They could have just arrested him 
and let the court decide," she said. 

Their lawyer M. Visvanathan said 
he filed an application for an 
inquest on Sept -1. 

"We just want to get to the bottom 
of what really happened," he said, 
adding that they would be filing an 
application to exhume the body of 
Mohammad Shahril Sugumaran so 
that a second post-mortem could be 
conducted. 

Seven Malaysian varsities in top 980 of Tim·es list 
By REBECCA RAJAENDRAM 
educate@thestar.com.my 

PETALING JAYA: Seven Malaysian 
institutions have been included in 
the top 980 of the Times Higher 
Education (THE) World University 
Ranltings 2016-17. 

They are Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia (UKM), Universiti Putra 
Malaysia (UPM), Universiti Sains 
Malaysia (USM), Universiti 
)'eknologi Malaysia (UTM), Uni
versiti Teknologi Petronas (UTP), 
Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM) 
and · Universiti Utara Malaysia 
(UUM). (see table) 

UTP and UUM are ranked at 601-
800 and 801 + bands for the first 
time. 

THE World University Rankings 
editor Phil Baty said it was great 
news that seven Malaysian uni
versities made this year's list of 

. 
Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings 2016-17 
Institution • 
lJnM!rslti Kebangsaan Mataysta 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 

tJrnverSlti Scliris Malaysta · . 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 

UniverSlti Tet<nofoji Petrofl85. 
. Universiti Teknologi Mara 

UniVerslti Utara MataySia 
Source: Times Higher Education 

the world's top universities, 
including five in the 601-800 
band. 

"Malaysia invests a huge amount 
in higher education and has mar
keted itself as a knowledge econo-

2016-17 Rankings 201 5-16 Rankings 

601-BOQ 601-800 
601-800 601-800 

601..SOO 601-800 

601-890 401-500 

601-800 Not rar'llred 
-

801+ 601-800 

801+ Not ranked 

my and innovation hub in recent 
years. 

"However, the nation's public 
universities have been hit by a 15% 
budget cut this year after the econ
omy came under pressure from 

Prof Datin Paduka Dr Aini lderis 

lower oil and commodity prices,'' 
he said. 

Baty said Malaysia must ensure it 
continued to tnake higher educa
tion a priority if it wanted to meet 
its ambition to create world-class 
universities. 

UUM vice-chancellor Prof Datuk 
Dr Mohamad Mustafa Ishak said he 
was glad that UUM was listed this 

year as "we are not a full-fledged 
university". 

He said this was because UUM 
only offered courses in manage
ment, business and social· science. 

UTP vice-chancellor Datuk Dr 
AbdUl Rahim Hashim expressed his 
joy at the university making its way 
into the tankings. 

He said this was the first time the 
private university took part in the 
THE rankings. 

UPM . vice-chancellor Prof Datin 
Paduka Dr Ainildetis said the rank
ings mattered when it came to 
forming stakeholders' perception 
of the university. 

"We can benchmark ourselves 
with our international counter
parts," she added. 

Baty said for the first time in the 
12-year history of the rankings, the 
United States lost the top spot to 
Britain's Oxford University. 
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ONE MALAYSIA, 0 
Till Sept 30: Visit the "On 

· exhibition which showcas 
country from the Emerge1 
features photographs frOl 
collection. Venue: Gallery'; 
Damansai"a, Kuala Lumpw 
Time: 9am-6pm. Entrance 

Give. I 
I WRITE in response to yo 
cles "Motion to repeal Mal 
dog ban to be tabled next ' 
(The Star, Sept 20) and "M< 
dog ban ruling in effect sm 
2013" (The Star, Sept 15). 

As an avid animal lover, 
, totally welcome the motio~ 

repeal the ruling on the bla 
ban on tlogs. It was reporte 
the ruling was passed in 
response to a "slew of com
plaints" involvirig "irrespon 
dog owners". 

I agree whole-heartedly\\ 
the State Public Affairs, Hun 
Resources and NGO Affairs t 
mittee chairman Datuk M. S. 
Mah;ldevan that animal we11 
groups should be involved m 
resolving the matter. · 

The ruling, which requires 
both neighbours.on either sro 
agree to a third neighbour ke 
ing a dog, may have missed a; 
important point. 

Although on the outset, this 
was probably put in place to I 
vent future complaints, there J 
also the possibility that such a 
ruling may prevent potential ci 
owners from rescuing and 
adopting a dog off the streets jJ 
because the neighbours may n• 
be animal lovers. 

This could backfire on seven 
levels. I have friends who, aftei 
slew of robberies, decided to 
adopt several f].erce dogs. Wha~ 
i! !he neighbour .had nbi .. l"''=l' • 


