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In Memory of Professor Tan Sri
Engr. Chin Fung Kee

] 95epiember 2015 was another imporant date for The Institulion of
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Engineers, Malaysia (IEM). In the morning, Tan Si Date’ Ir. Shahiizaila
Abdullah was invited to deliver the 25th Professor Engr. Chin Fung Kee
Memorial Lecture in the hall that bore the name of the great professor himself.

Ecirlier in the evening of 12 September 2015, o
special dinner wos held ot the Smind Balleeom
of Cine Workd Hotel, ogain to oomme memite
Profesecr Engr Chin's dedicotion te engines ing
educotion cond profession.

The B the compicticon of three sepomite
reports. The fiet B o beef intreduction of Tan
36 Date’ In Shohhizoike Aabdulih’s lectues. The
second B o shod eflecticn of Ton 36 Dot In
Shohrecik’s lecture and the thild B o shod
cccount of the life of Prefessor Engr. Chin.

Tan 5 Doto’ I Shaohriecile Abduloh s
know n for his long yeor of dedicoted s=riice
in the Mokenzion civil service. He wos the
directorgeneral of Deporment of Imooticn
and Droincge (DIDY until retired in 1995 He iz
the Senicr Felow of the Acodermy of Sciences
and B active in o number of interncticnol
cryoneations fosked with finding soluticns to
sustoinobilty  Beues concerning woter cnd
reloted moftere.

TANSRI DATO' IR. SHAHREAILA'S

LEC TU RE

Ton 560 Dote” I Shahiaoilo Aabdulloh delvenrsd
the 25th Profeswor Engr Chin Fung e Memoricl
Lecture titlked "Ensuring o Better Wioter Future
for Malcysio™. He beoon by sayving thot cureent
giebalwoter epues were due o imprs perwoter
rmonogerment and ovenise of wioler e U,

Besides thot, he odded, population oamrowth,
urbcnection, industicleation and incrEeces in
prducticn and oonsumpticon akbks meant an
ever-inceasing  woter gemand arcund the
diebe. He highliaghted in detail the mojor woter
reoted isues in Maknysio in terme of threots
o woter security, agnculture, envinsnmental
degrodaticn ond ecoeyetem.

Az Molkoysio hoe o tofol of 189 river syetens,
Tan i Dato” I Shaohrecio sugoested  thot
ec=h fver should howe O river boein enginesr
to monoge and plan for the woter e urses
develzprent in thot epecific eaicon.

“Cur cument woter nonogerment Boveny
fmgrmented beoouse, under the Constituticon,

rmotters pedaining o motuml eescures such
ce knd, minerok, foreste cnd swoter foll under
the juediction of the wvarcus Stotes,"he soid.
“Woter becomes o fedem| motter onbe if o
dispute orees oz in the oo of o fver bosin
shoied Between two or o Stotes. Otherwiee,
State SGovernments cre responzible for woter
rmoncige e nt incloding the goeeternent of
wiciter cotchme nfs.”

In concleicn, Ton S Dote’ 0 Shohizoilo
sugoested thet on Integreded Woter Rescunes
Moncigerment (WRMY Body should be adopied
noticnclly inorderto improye the cument situciticn.

Tar S OB k. Shahnzalla fop) amd awdience (boHos ) at the

25k Pk sror Engr. Chin Fung Mee e ol Le chure

During the guestion ond cnswer session,
Dote Ir Pong Lecng Hoon (on ex-DID directhor
oeneml celed: “Will woter oz o esource, be
proeperk usged ond not subjected o obuse if
the woter consumption mte B roeed 1o o Byvel
reflecting e impontonce? ™
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Ton Sri Deote” e Shohrecil replied in the offirmotive ond odded: "The
intemoticonolly endored Dublin Principles of 1992 cleody stofes thot Swoter
hoie cin ecs nernis volue inoall e competing wees and shouldd Be recsonisedd
ol economic goode . Woter oz o reeource B finite. But with urbonizcticon cnd
the increos= in globol popukten, thers B o mismotch between demond cnd
supph which hee resulted in woter shotoge in mony areos In Molkoysio, the
preblems reocrding woter horee long been reccgnised. Solutions cne howewer
sk inocoming.

If one oy recoll, events in the recent post such oz the huge floods thet
Ersught the economicoctivites to o halt in Ke kbnton, Terengoonu, ond Pohong
in 2014, indicote that unplinned clecnng of jungles oon destroy the bolkines
in eco gy, The illegol dumping of used diessl il by c=roin ikeool plnts in
Rerwoing pelluted the sounse of woter intoke of o mojorwotertreotment plont.
A oiconzseuencs, some 500000 peoplke in Sekbngor ond Kuolo Lumpur hod fo
suffer woter mticning until the polluted rve rwee clecred ot greot costs.

“Cleorhy, recent cokimities csocicted with wotersesrmed o suggest thens's
o1 huge chonge inthe envitenment. Previcos doto used o colculote 100 yeors
flocd cozumenee=, s ne engeryoldd w0 EM President Dot o Lim Chew Heck,
wi b ined the cebate.

Whike conceding thot cotchrment develeprient woe the moin oo ntributer
toe chonges in the mognitude of flood recumencs, Ton 5t Dote” e Shohizoilo
redftercted thot such findings further reinfored the coee for eesouncs reguktion
ot the rver bogin lese ], tockling Beues and problerms of socurce both friom o
ouailitcrt e cindd ouointitcit e stoncpeint, and e ding e oo unt thoee poirtics
resporeible forobuses to the escunre.

SHORT REFLECTION ON WATER AS A RESOURCE
Shoud woter be viewed ce o aommen pool esounss (CPREY for public policy
formulotion’?

If, inceed, woter utilecticon B o Qovemones geue, oz amyued By Ton Ari Dot
It shohrizails, the use cand abuse of woter oy Bbe regonded o2 o commen
pocl ez unse (CPRY monoagement chollenoe . The litemture on CPRe hod been
oh-oing sincs the 1980 in the United Stotes . ed by Profeseor Elincr Ostrom, o
co-hobe | Prize Winner of Economic Soiences in 20079 cnd alied iesecrshers.

Just ik i, forest, greging ground for cottle and feheies aeng seo ooosts,
they cre notuml CPRE subject to abuse. Foresomple, o ensure the sustaino bility
of fisheres in the coostal oreos, the e met be on enforement mechonisnm on
the ules for fehing. ether by Stotesonction or selt-sonction. Simph put, CTPR
o publc oocds thot ore recdiy abused sincs they belong o open oooess
reqime. 10 the same manner the haze, which is haxordoeus te health, B o OPR
challenge which reguires solutiens invoking pelicy mokes in ASEAN countries,

Clogar horme, monrmoce CPRe are the common decs of oo mmcn
prexpetiescf stmito buikings. The stones of abuse of common grece orprepeties
by ponr=] hoeder fill the poges of newspaper of regukr interdak. If they o
under-moncged, they belong o open oooess egimne where regukkticn B
chyvefuncticnol or absent.
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As is evident from Tan Sri Dato’ I Shahrizaila’s lecture, in
the absence of a credible enforcement mechanism (such
as a River Basin Autherity), an open access river is open fo
abuse. The read o a solution will be arducus, however, since
the communities using the river will have to adapt o new
rules. Not everyons in the communities will accept change.
Each fime when a new rule is infroduced, it threatens the
inferest of existing bensficiaries.

PROFESSOR ENGR. CHIN FUNG KEE

The Dinner t¢ commemorate Tan Sri Professor Engr. Chin
Fung Kee, started with organising chairman Ir. Dr Ooi Teik
Aun delivering his welcome speech, followed by a shorf
account of the life and major centributions of Professor
Engr. Chin.

On the early education of Professor Engr. Chin, Ir. Dr
Oci said: "Having won the coveted Queen’s Scholarship,
Professor Engr. Chin graduated with First Class Honors
in engineering from Queen’s University in Belfast. He
preceeded to complete his Masters in the same University
while working as an assistant lectursr. Upon returning
fo Malaya in 1984, he served as an enginesr with the
Department of Irigafion and Drainage (DID) on the
Kubang Pasu Irigation 5cheme.

“Professor Engr. Chin resumed his academic carser in
1956 as a lecturer in the Department of Engineering under
the Faculty of Science, University Malaya. Sesing the need
of better engineering education, Professor Engr. Chin and a
few other professors went to the then, Prime Minister Tunku
Abdul Rohman for help. When the team left the Prime
Minister’s cffice, they were given a cheque for RM 1.5 million
To censtruct the new Faculty of Engineering”.

Under his fenure, the Faculty of Engineering went from
strength to strength. The courses were given full recognition
by various British Instituticns as well as the I[EM and he was
confered Professor Emeritus in 1974.

Cn the research front, he devoted a lot of time and
effert to the needs and problems faced by the country. He
published more than 70 technical and research papers in
infernational joumnals and wrote d book titled The Penang
Bridge - Planning. Design and Construction.

Ir. ©r Coi said: "The book gives afirst-hand account of all
the important aspects of the bridge and is a treasure To our
naticnal engineering heritage. ”

Afterleaving the Faculty of Engineering, Professcr Engr.
Chin was squally successful as a practicing enginser.
His confributions fo engineering were just foc many fo
enumerate. Ir. Dr Qoi said Professor Engr. Chin was best
remembered for the “Chin Method”, the concept of
inverse slope method for the prediction of pile ultimate
bearing capacity, without testing the pile to failure in
1970.

Ir. Dr Ooi added: “As an independent consultant for
the Komtar Building foundation problem in 1977, Professor
Engr. Chin devsloped a method for diagnesing the pile
condilicn in the ground. This method has been widely used
by practising engineers.” This method is now internationally
kncwn in the piling industry. W
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IEM DIARY OF EVENTS

Title: Talk on “Energy Efficient Cellular Base Stations
based on the Characteristics of Malaysia’s Solar
Radiation Exposure”

12 November 2015

Organised by : Engineering Education Technical

Civision
Time : 530 p.m. —7.30 p.m.
CPD{PLFP 17

Title: Two-Day Course on Asset Management
Standards and Assessments

17 November 2015

Organised by : Qil. Gas and Mining Engineering
Technical Division

Tirne 1 .00 a.m. - 5.30 p.m.

CPD/PDP 113

Title: One-Day Seminar on Deep Excavation
19 November 2015

Organised by : Geotechnical Engineering Technical

Civision
Tirne 1830 a.m. - 5.29 p.m.
CPD/PLP L

Title: IIEC 2015 - "Safe, Smart and Innovdtive
Development in Power Systems” (Tutorial Only) (Sime
Darby Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur)

30 November 2015

Organised by : Electiical Engineering Technical Division
Time : 8.30 a.m. — 5.00 p.m.
CPD/PDP 310

Title: IIEC 2015 - "Safe, Smart and Innovdtive
Development in Power Systems” (Tutorial and
Conference) (Sime Darby Convention Centre, Kuala
Lumpur)

30 November 2015 to 2 December 2015

Organised by : Hectiical Engineering Technical Division

Tirne 1830 a.m. —4.30 p.m.
CPD/PLF 10

Title: |IEC 2015 - "Saofe, Smart and Innovative
Development in Power Systems” (Conference Only)
(Sime Darby Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur)

1 December 2015 to 2 December 2015

Organised by : Electrical Engineering Technical Division
Tirme 1 8.00 a.m. —4.30 p.m.
CPD/PLF 11

Kinaly note that the scheduled events below are subject
fo change. Flease visit the IEM website af www.mviem.org.
my for more information on the upcoming events.
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