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Liberalisation of Engineering
Services

for exciting fimes aheod. with the ASEAN

Economic Community ¢AEC)coming to the
fore by the end of this year.

rMuch hos been soid obout the AEC. both
good and bod, Whetheryou = looking fomyord
foit or not. the liberdlisotion of frode in sendces
within Southeost Asicis deody faking ploce.

At IEM (nstitution of Engineers Mol oysio.
Wwe believe it's time forenginees fo "sooar. We
nesdto toke hesd orisk losing ouf onthe mony
opportunifies thot come with the liberolisofion
of enginesring ssrdces through the AEC.

At of ol libercisofion of ssrdces simply
meon: o process whem meosunss ars token
fo open up or expand locol morket qoces
fo foreign senrdce providers. or fo diminish
dsciminofions ogoinst them Jis-g-vis  the
domestic suppliers. In esence, it is o sloaxafion
of govemment restictions, usucly in creos
Eloted fo social and economic policy. Mo
fovourchle  imvestment  endronments o
creoted thot e choroctensed by the eose of
doing business. In the long nune this will bensfit
the notionol economy.

Obviouslty, them ol concems  thot
liberclisofion  will msult in forgign ssrdoe
providers crowdng out our own domestic
srdce providers. Other concems include the
potenticl cutfiow of money rom Moloysio, with
foreign provders and shashol des mpotiofing
the profits os well os on increassd Ask of
financial ingtohbilite due fo increosd exposue
to global economic events.

To oddres such concems lets el
the wisdom of Sir Wnston Churchil who onces
soich "4 pesimist sees the dfficulty in ewvery
cppotunity; an optimist sees the oppotunity in
eveny dfficulty.”

The henefits of liberclising the engineeing
sErdces o dmply immense. Inoon exclusvwe
inferdew by IEM in 2013, Dotuk Dr Rebecco
Fotirmo 5fo Mofc. Secretons Generol of the
Ministry of Internoficnol Trooe and Industry, wos
guoted os saying thot “growth of profesional
@ndces such os enginesing s cificol os
they howe high poftenfiol to odd woilue to
the economy. besides hoving o significont
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multiplier effect on the economy ond potenticl
to improve productivity ™,

She odded: "Liberdlisation offers
opportunities for tronsfer of copitol. experise
ond technology to domestic firms. It dlso
provd ces cppotunities for domestic fims in joint
wvienfture with fomign componies. to expond
their busines ovessos. "

The Boord of Enginees Moloydo (BERD
hos token the necessary steps fo amend
the Regsftrotion of Engineers Act @007 to
iberdlise the profesdional engineeing senices
sector with the oim fo mmowve restrictions on
fomign profesional enginesrs. The Registrotion
of Enginesrs camendmenty Act 2004 wos
gozetted on 24 Rebruoary 2015 whers o bawo-
fier registrotion hos besn infroduced. The first
fieris the Profesioncl Enginesr o new second
fier is Professonol Enginesr with Prochising
Cerificate (PC) Profesionol Competency
Examinction (PCE) is 0 second fier examinoficon
infroduced under the new Registrotion of
Enginear (amen dmanty &ct 20014 for both locol
ond forsign enginees who wish to proctice os
o Submitting Person.

Recognising the immensse opportunities
thot liberalisotion bings. it goes without soyving
thot we should moke the best outof it Inordzr
fo foce the cholenges of liberolisation. thens
is on umgent need to improve  pefomonce
ond inceose compefiiveness in our local
enginesing snrdoes. especialy thoss  who
wont to wenture into the globol morket. To
cchieve this EM will toke meosures to support
the liberdlisofion of enginesring serdces by
focusng on thee mojerinitiotives.

Firstly. IEM  plons  to stengthen the
copocity buldng progrmmes by infroducing
Fundomentols of Enginesing Examinction (FEE)
for final-year enginesing students ond fresh
groductes. improvng the Profesional Infendsw
Pl Competency Model  ond  prosiding
the necessary troining for the Profesdoncl
Competency Examinoticon (PCED.

Stengrhening copocity buldng progrommes
is ementicl fo the oevdopment of locol
engine=rs. especiclly within [EM. Through such
progrommes. prefesionol enginees wil be



chle to obtoin their CPD points and equip themsehses with
the necessary skills to meet the impoct of iberalisoticon ond
fo ventum overeos,

The next inifiotive is fo fodlitote business netwoking
through notion ol ongonisofions such osthe [EM Business Club
ond to suppor MITs outeach and export programmes.
Regionolly. os the choir of ASEAR Mol oysio corfes the hopes
cind ospircfions of more thon 00 milion pecplz in the reogion
by working fowords the finol stoge of the AEC.

At the some fime oz the Sscretordob of the ASEAN
Federotion of Engineefing  Ormonisotions (AFEC  IERM
conducts Business Opportunifies Networking Sesions (BOMNS
for ASEAM enginesrs of the onnud Confemnce of AFED
MCAFECY  on excelent ovenue wherne motchmoking of
lzcol engineseing firms with relevant forign portnes coan
rnotei oliss.

Losthy.  IER will estoblish on Enginesing  Sendoss
Dofobose (ESC thot con be oocesed o the EM Weh
Pl The ESD s cimed ot asisting mem bers who wish to fde
the liberdisotion by expondng their businessss or ventuing
ovErszcs The ESD Wil indude informotion on ol mottes
redofed to enginesdng sendces. locally ond globally. [+ owil
oo provice informotion on ovoilcble gronts incentives ond
opportunites by the Gowemment ond other ongonisafions
for enginesrs to poticipote in fode missions morketing
progrommes ond busness ventunss.

In short [EM is thilled to welcome the libermlisofion of
enginesing ssrdceswithin ASEAN ondespeciallyin Moloysio.
Wiz believe oll engineers should foo ond we welcome you to
soorwith [EM through your pomicipotion ond support. @
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