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SEEKING a fresh mandate 15 months 
before the end of his five-year term, 
Prime Minister Tun Abdullah Ahmad 

B~dawi took a gamble that cost him his job. 
The wind of change that served him a huge 

mandate to rule in 2004 whirled into a politi
cal tsunami in the 12th general election. 

Pak Lah was forced to step down and he 
handed over the premiership to Datuk Seri 
Najib Tun Abdul Razak on April 3, 2009. 

This was the second elections, apart from 
the one in 1969, where Barisan Nasionallost 
its two-thirds majority in Parliament. 

Selangor, Penang, Kedah, and Perak also 
slipped out of Barisan's hands and it failed 
to wrest Kelantan from PAS. However, Perak 
returned to Barisan following the defection 

of several Pakatan Rakyat assembly members 
in 2009. 

Credit for the opposition's feat went to 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim. After· his release 
from prison in 2004, the former deputy Ptime 
Minister got the opposition parties of dif
ferent ideologies or ethnidty together for' 
one-to-one fights with Harisan in most of the 
constituendes. 

For the first time in opposition his-
tory, Anwar brought PAS, DAP· and his Parti 
Keadilan Rakyat together under the Pakatan 
Rakyat umbrella. . . 

The voters across ethnic lines voted against 
the inability of Pak Lah's administration to 
deliver on the promises he made in 2004. 

His "Mr Oean" image took a beating during 

Dazzllnc: Rows oand rows of flags are hung up in Terengganu before the elections. 
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woolnc the people: Abdullah greeting his supporters on arrival at Taman Sri Putra in Kuala Kedah for 
a 'meet the people' session .. 

the longer B-day campaign period with the 
oppositiOn parties using the tyber medium 
well. 

Infighting within Umno and Barisan par
ties, coupled with the dropping of veterans in 
favour of younger candidates, gave the oppo
sition parties an upper hand. 

One major contributing factor to the 
Barisan defeat was the defection of Indian 
voters following the advent of the Hindu 
Rights Action Force (Hindraf) whose dem
onstration on Nov 25, 2007, highlighted the 
plight of the Indians. 

The use of indelible ink in'the polls 
was mooted but the Election Commission 
scrapped it four days prior to voting day dt
ing constitutional reasons for its cancellation. 

The first woman MP 

Mother /father-
and-daughter in 
Parliament 
Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail 
(Permatang Paull) and Nurulllzah 
Anwar (lembah PantaO stood on . . 
PKR tickets In 2008. Wan Azlza\! . 
subseqllt'ntly relinquished her seat 
and her husband oatuk Sen Anwar 
Ibr.ihlm contested and won the 
Permatang Pauh by-election In 2008. 
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Freeoom iighter Tun Dr Falimah Hashim (1924-2010) won 
tile Jilra-Padang Terap Sl'.It In 1959, the first (ItI'Ieral election 
after Independence. She was ho!ad of Kaum 100 Malaya, later 
known as Wanlta Umllo. She was the movement's leader for 
16 years until 1972. 
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