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Ulliled Saban 
HaIJOnalOrganisatlon 
(USNO) 
13.634 

AllWe (AI.l.) 
l,on,m 

IlemoIIratic 
Actioli party (DAP) 
286,606 

Pan Malayan 
~anllc Party (PIMP! 
SOl,l23 

Part! Gera.n 
Rakyat (GEIAIWI) 
178,9n 

f'eeIJIe's ~t party (PPP) 
80,756 

Sarawik UM!d People's 
Party (SUPP) 
00.000 

Sar.IWak Natiollal 

Pam Pesaka Sarawalc 
(PESAI(A) 
30,765 

" _--1 I J Sabab Chinese 
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No of seats: l44 

VOTES POLLED 
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Pan Malayan ISlamic 
PaitlIPMiP) 
500,921 

AlIlaJu (All) 
Ull,642 

ParIJ 1IBIcyiI1PR) 
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Party(DAP) 
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Gerakan Ra'ayat 
IIaIaysia I6RIit) 

fl9O.906 

Sarawak UntIed People's 
Party (5UPP) 
72.178 
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Sarawak NatIooaI 
Party (SNAP) 
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VOTESPOllEO 
2,434,221 
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34.281 

other PartIeS 
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~ -.~, Electorate in contest(!ll fnnstitloef1(~ 3,440,307 \ . 
'<. 

\:::':-, ElKiorate ill CIIIItest(!ll ~es 3.526.218 73.6% 

Tensio 
To this day, the 1969 gen-

eral election remains the 
single most forgettable polls in 

Malaysia's histOlY. 
It saw the darkest hour of the 

nation when bloody riots broke out 
after the Alliance won without a 
two-thirds majority. 

The Government declared a 
state of emergency, suspending the 
Constitution and Parliament until 
February 1971. 

The National Operations Coundl 
(NOC) and a caretaker Cabinet then 
governed the country. 

At 22, Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye was 
the youngest candidate to contest in 
this election, on a DAP ticket. 

The polls saw Tun Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad losing his Kota Setar 
parliamentary seat and he was 
later expelled from the party for 

• and rl 
attacking the Prime Minister, Tunku 
Abdul Rahman, in an open letter 
and accuSing the Tunku of neglect­
ing the indigenous Malays. 

Penang went to the then opposi­
tion party Gerakan, which won 16 
of the 24 State Assembly seats, 

Later, in February 1972, the 
Alliance and Gerakan'formed a coa­
lition government in Penang. 

After the May '13 riots, the politi­
, cal leaders tried to build national 
unity. 

They amended the Constitution 
to forbid discussion, even in 
Parliament, of certain "sensitive 
issues", including the spedal posi­
tion of the Malays and of BorlreO'S 
ethnic groups, and the powers of 
the Malay Rulers. 

The amendment also required all 
government bodies to use Bahasa 

• o 
Malaysia as the offidallanguage. 

Determined to improve the eco­
nomic condition of the Malays, the 
leaders launched a plan called the 
New Economic Policy. , 

It was meant to achieve better 
wealth halance among the races. 

The NOC also implemented the 
Rukunegara and made constitu­
tional amendments. 

PAS, which had been in control 
of KelantaI1 since 1959, joined the 
coalition at state and federal levels, 
with its president Tan Sri Asri Muda 
signing an agreement in DeCember 
1972 to this effect. 

The Malaysian economy eventu­
ally prospered. 

In September 1970, the Tunku 
stepped down as Prime Minister 
and was succeeded by Tun Abdul 
Razak Hussein, 

Man of tile hour: Tun Abdul Razak Hussein is chaired by supporters after his win in ""!<an. He went on to become Prime Minister, 

Rldln. hiCh: Tun Tan Siew Sin is carried by his supporters after winning in 
Melaka Tengah 

The first women to hold office 
Altla"~ candidate for Olu Sel.lngl 

,~ill!11llty I~ tll~ 1955 tlctliotls 
to IlleJederalle!ll~latiV~ Council 
(pre!lecessor 10 the M~la'lSian 
parhaml'ol), tlallm~hlon 'bdul Majid 
Wle) pone<! 5;4:10 votes against Abdul 
Rahman M&ulana.I.I60 voteS, of 
Part; Negara 

10 1948. Mrs S.H, Oon (!IP~ Lim 
~n,g Hillllll ·Ibe flrsll.\~I'lVan wOman 
10 1le.C.lned(o lh~ £IIgii5J1 ,8ar O?26) arui ia>r (~\i~lefpart 
hI medicinE' Dr sao Klrn t.all.llPCaqtt! Mal,lV,i's flrsl femalE' 

pt!Semallve tn. I f1e fellero! 
legl~latiV~ tuune it 

Tall sri Or De\'aklkmhnnn I pic) 
1M firs! woman to COlilest aod win 
it SPOlln the country'S first ell'C!11'I 
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