
. I . -  . ~ ~. 
. ~. 

Personalit 
n o 1 0  

Dr.Ong Soon An, a Pd-born,  is a bi@y 
proliiic &er in the area of 

more than 50 published jnmmla aud 
mnfemma in this area. Dr.- briefly 
joined KUKUM (as UniMAF' waa known) 
before leaving ta J a p  to pursue his 
rewarch interests as a postdoctoral 
f e h .  Besides these. he is a h  a 
reviewer for a noumber of predgioun 
iournala. 

The following is a short insight into his 
thoughts and qeriences. 

(Environmental ~hemis t r~ )  from ~niversit 
Sains Malaysia in 1996 and 2000, respediwfy. 
After w o r m  for a water and wa&mater 
consulting as a systems design engineer 
for about 2 years, I s u e  obtained a 
Monbulranakusho scholarshim. swnsored bv 
the ~apanise gvvernment wig & I had ul;! 
opportunity to further my education, 
culminating in a PhD (Environmental 
En@neering) from O h  University. Japan, 
from 2003 to Z006. 
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After completing mg PhD in 2006, I pined 
KUKUM as a lecturer at the School of 
l?nviro8mental EneZaeeriOg. .?he followisg 
year, h m ,  I was awarded with a JSPS 
fe80wship..lhiswas~anhmorahk award 
forme,~ceJsPsisapseStisiousfe&owshipin 
theresearcha~e~k&BUCh,IwenttOJ8~~n 
~ , o n l e a v e ~ ~ a n d ~ a & a  
pastdoctmal r e d e r  in N i  Uaiversly, 
J a n a n . T h e ~ f m t h e J S R ~  
wasforZyears.W"henIrehlrned,RUWM 
wasnommandinitpplscwasUniMAPl 
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. . : Its undeniable that the research culture in 

.g: ,.;.. . ~ . - L  ;,.. Japan is ditferent irom Malay& in terms of 
!&?!%d technolow and research attitude. In Malavsia. 
i:~? all rese&ch instruments and eaumment 

belong to the school or faculty, wh'& in 
Japan all these belong to the laboratory in 
particular. Thus, all the researchem and 
students in the laboratory can use the 
instruments and equipment help. In general, 
each laboratory has a group of popk ranking 
from a professor at the top, to the 
undergraduate students at the bottora 

p u w o n s ,  patents and collaborations with 
industrial p.artners, which is very different 
fromthatinMalay%ia.InMalay$ia,weputtoo 
much effort on produds rather than sdentific 
publications and patenta 

to-invoive in activities relaced to &h mch 
as learnins about the latest technology in 

Besides this. I llke 6 have1 to dafereot place 
m countries to engose m j w U  to d i i t  

kmddge  on wastemter trearmemwas very 
little. I then worked as a waste managem& 
engineer at Sagale. Penang after obtaining 
my B . 9 .  from USM. This is whew. 1 learned 
lo manage a wastewater treatment plant and 
anaiyze the water quality paramelem. Hence, I 
had obtained an idea to further my education 
with a M.9.  in biological wastewater 
treatment for heavy metalcontaining 
wasteprater under SBR operation. in Universitl 
Sains M a l a d  Durinn mv PhD s t u h  I tried 
to use wri& hiolo& & e m s  fortreating 
am dyewnntaining wastewater such as SBQ 
UASB and h i i s y s t e m a  I chose these types 
of wastewater because lots of factories, not 
only in Malaysia, but other countries as well, 
generate these -8 of wastewater especially 
from indusbies involved in electronics, 
elecaoplating, taoaery, textiles, pulp and 
paper, leather and so on. 

I mwaed an wflow constructed wetland for 
&ng am dyeconraining wastewater when I 
worked as a postdoaoral researcher in N i  
.Univerai@ A constructed wetland is a 
mdeffeetive, efficient and eec+friendly 
wastewater treatment technology, that has 

seen gr- popularity wer the last few 
decades. Cwrentlv a wide ranne of wastewater 
from domestic, industrial agri~lbval and also 
l anw leachate are treated in construded 
wetland systems. However, studies for the 
~Ucat ion of ceustruc2ed wetlands 
s&iEaIb slly for the textile industry 
a9stenaterhwbt?atisstilllacldns. 

in Unimap, Uurefore I need more h e  to 
prepere mg lecture imw and learwn-ihe5y 
while simultlmeousfg adjusting on how to 
deliver the knowledge or ineormaton to 
Students. I cannot rdly start lay research yet 
because of the teachins lsepantionslsepantions 

professional researcher. There is no short cut 
in research. We can improve our knowledge in 
our research area through referring or 
reading latest sdentisc papers reported by 
other researchers. Besides these, we can 
h n m e  our research akius by w o r k  as a 

local or werseas ukveraities. 


