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12.13 Under the IRPA programme, a total of 3,705 projects valued at RM698.3
million was approved, as shown in Table 12-1. In addition to competitive bidding,
a targeted approach for technology development was undertaken for the advancement
of strategic technologies such as biotechnology and photonics. In general, the
pattern continued to be similar to that in the previous Plans, mainly due to the
high R&D capacity in agriculture compared with capacity in manufacturing, ICT
and services.

12.14 An assessment of the benefits and effectiveness of the research funded
under IRPA indicated that the extent of commercialization of R&D findings
remained low across all sectors. There were few takers of potential technologies
and products as the private sector wanted to minimize their risks on untried and
untested technologies and products in the market. In addition, linkages with
industry through joint or collaborative R&D were still negligible, thus reflecting
the need to coordinate closely with the private sector to generate more market-
oriented R&D projects.

TABLE 12-1

IRPA PROGRAMME APPROVALS BY AREA OF RESEARCH,
1996-2000

Projects Approved  Value
Area

Number % RM million %

Agro-Industry 1,255 33.9 178.67 25.6

Construction 95 2.5 23.76 3.4

Energy 134 3.6 37.27 5.3

Environment 164 4.4 46.97 6.7

Information and Communications 110 3.0 34.95 5.0
Technology

Manufacturing 321 8.7 71.77 10.3

Medical 548 14.8 96.99 13.9

Material and Geoscience 37 1.0 14.97 2.1

Science Engineering 725 19.5 114.50 16.4

Services 66 1.8 14.97 2.1

Socio-Economic 212 5.7 16.08 2.3

Biotechnology 32 0.9 28.84 4.1

Photonics 6 0.2 18.54 2.7

Total 3,705 100.0 698.28 100.0


