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The status of air quality was closely monitored by the Department of Environment
(DOE) through 50 air-quality monitoring stations throughout the country. The
three main sources of air pollution were mobile sources, namely, vehicles, and
stationary sources such as factories and thermal-power generation plants as well
as the burning of municipal and industrial wastes, each contributing 74 per cent,
22 per cent and 4.5 per cent, respectively in 1998, as shown in Table 19-1.
Efforts were focused on reducing the emissions from motor vehicles and two
new regulations on motor engines were introduced in 1996, namely the Control
of Emissions from Diesel Engines Regulations and the Control of Emissions
from Petrol Engines Regulations. In addition, enforcement efforts by the DOE,
Royal Malaysian Police and the Road Transport Department were stepped up to
reduce black smoke emission from diesel-powered engines. A review of the
Environmental Quality (Clean Air) Regulations 1978, was also initiated to improve
control over emissions from industrial sources.

19.04 The air quality deteriorated between September and October 1997, mainly
due to the formation of haze from transboundary sources. The Government
initiated action to coordinate efforts at the regional level to control the transboundary
sources of haze, while the DOE started programmes to control local sources that
worsened the haze situation. These included airborne surveillance by the Royal
Malaysian Police and other relevant agencies and stricter enforcement on open
burning, which resulted in a reduction in the number of cases of open burning
by 1998. The increased use of unleaded petrol, from 31 per cent in 1992 to 84
per cent in 1998, resulted in a significant decrease in airborne lead in urban
areas. As a measure to coordinate the efforts of the various agencies involved
in controlling local sources of air pollution and to initiate remedial plans for
recurring haze episodes, a Management and Disaster Relief Committee was
established in 1998.

TABLE 19-1

EMISSION OF POLLUTANTS TO THE ATMOSPHERE BY SOURCE, 1995-1999
(‘000 tonnes)

Source 1995 % 1996 % 1997 % 1998 % 1999 %

Mobile 3,385.97 84.3 2,722.90 81.8 2,905.80 81.1 2,402.80 73.8 1,852.90 76.3

Stationary 477.57 11.9 577.87 17.4 573.06 16.0 706.50 21.7 461.40 19.0

Burning 153.14 3.8 29.78 0.8 104.08 2.9 146.50 4.5 114.20 4.7
of Wastes

Total 4,016.68 100.0 3,330.55 100.0 3,582.94 100.0 3,255.80 100.0 2,428.50 100.0


