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2.3 million youths were employed. The balance comprised those who had just
graduated from educational and training institutions, job applicants and students
in secondary, preparatory and tertiary-level courses. When compared with the
total labour force, youths comprised 67.5 per cent of the unemployed or 7.8 per
cent of the youth labour force in 2000.

TABLE 21-1

POPULATION BY AGE GROUP, 1995-2005
(million)

Age Group 1995 % 2000 % 2005 %

Less than 15 7.18 34.7 7.71 33.1 8.15 31.3

15-24 4.03 19.5 4.37 18.8 4.98 19.1

25-39 4.98 24.1 5.4 23.3 5.83 22.4

More than 39 4.49 21.7 5.79 24.8 7.07 27.2

Total 20.68 100.0 23.27 100.0 26.03 100.0

21.05 Youths were mainly employed in the manufacturing sector that accounted
for 34.1 per cent, as shown in Table 21-2, indicating the expanding opportunities
in the sector. This was followed by the agriculture, forestry, livestock and fishing
sector that accounted for 29.9 per cent and the wholesale and retail trade sector
at 14.5 per cent in 2000.

21.06 The pattern of youth employment by occupational category changed
during the Plan period, as shown in Table 21-3. Youths employed in the professional
and technical category increased from 7.1 per cent in 1995 to 7.4 per cent in
2000. In addition, the proportion of youths employed in the administrative and
managerial category increased by 0.2 per cent, while that in the clerical and
related workers category declined by 0.2 per cent during the same period, indicating
the higher educational attainment of youths. The proportion of youths in the
sales category increased from 10.5 per cent in 1995 to 11.7 per cent in 2000,
while that in the services category increased from 9.1 per cent to 11 per cent
during the same period, indicating the brighter prospects in these sectors.
Employment in the urban areas was more attractive to youths with 52.4 per cent
being employed in 2000, compared with 47.6 per cent being employed in the
rural areas.


