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Look out, road menace ahead! 
front that they need to get out of ; 
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"And if the car in front refuses ; . 10 most ~oounon dtiVingfaults by casualties (20U) 

T
URNING dangerously on 
highways rank at the top of 
the 10 most common bad 

driving habits iIi Malaysia. 
Data obtained from the Malaysian 

Institute of Road Safety Research 
(Miros) and collated by police 
showed that there were 2,361 casu­
alties in 2011 caused by dangerous 
turning. 

This includes fatalities, serious in­
juries and minor injuries. Other 
common infractions were speeding, 
dangerous overtaking, driving too 
closely (tailgating), and running 
through red lights. 

Miros Road User and Behavioural 
Change Centre director Associate 
Professor Dr Mohd 

to give way, they will overtake 
from the left," he said. 

He pointed out that on a 
three-lane highway, the right 
lane is for overtaking. 

"Under normal traffic condi­
tions, it should be empty and 
used only when one is overtak­
ing. 

On Feb 4. PLUS announced 
plans to widen the North-South 
Expressway (NSE), from three to 
four lanes on the route from 
Shah Aiam to Rawang to Jalan 
Duta and Nilai Interchange 
(North) to Seremban. 

This involves a distance of 
63.3km on the NSE (E1) and the 
New Klang Valley Expressway 

(NKVE-E2). 
Faudzi Mohd Yusof 
said dangerous turning 
occurs when drivers 
tum when there are no 
U-turn signs. 

"Motorists tend to 
make U-turns at areas 
which are not designat­
ed U-turn spots to avoid 
taking a longer route .. 

I I 
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This is to im­
prove the quality 
of the commute 
and increaSe traf­
fic capacity, from 
180,000 vehicles a 
day, to 220,000 ve­
hicles a day. 
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; : 1S pointers on driving on the highway 

Take road safety seriously. # . Don't tailgate. Be at least 3 
· Adhere to the traffic rules and seconds behind the car in front of you 

regulation as they are there to help and if you are driving a larger vehicle 
save your life. at least 6 to 8 seconds behind. 

Observe road signage as 10. If you encounter a driver 
travelling guide. tailgating you and flashing the 

• Wear your seatbelt and ensure all headlights at you, just move to the 
your passengers (front and rear) do left and give way. . 
the same before you start any road 11. Drive on the left most lanes 
journey. if the road ahead is clear. If you are "At times, they mis­

judge the traffic flow 
and make the wrong 
decision to tum." 

! ONTHE ! 
I ROADS 1 

Checks at sever­
al highways; in­
cluding the NKVE . 
and S p r i nt, L.~~:.~.~.~~ ......... ~................. . ..... ...... .............. ................. . Ensure your vehicle is in good overtaking a number of slow moving : .... 

conditlon to prevent breakdown on vehicles, returl) to the left lane soon • 

L ..... a •• _ ••• .-....... ~ • • u ... . u u ................... j 
showed many car 
and heavy vehicle 
drivers tailgating and Accidents also hap­

pen when drivers tum 
from a big road to a smaller lane and 
underestimate the road width. 

Meanwhile, PLUS Malaysia Bhd 
chief operating officer Mohammad 
Fuad Khusairi said tailgating and 
lane-hogging are the two predom­
inant behavioural issues among 
Malaysian drivers that need to be 
addressed. 

"Careless driving" (road hogging) 
is the sixth most common reason for 
road casualties. 

He said tailgaters and lane-hog­
gers also contribute to road fatalities 
and traffic congestion. 

"Often we see vehicles at high 
speeds tailgating on the right (fast) 
lane, flashing their headlights or 
honking to indicate to the car in 

road hogging. 
The Streets crew caught various 

shots of cars and heavy vehicles hog" 
ging the middle and right lanes in­
stead of using them only for over­
taking, even when the left lane was 
rather empty. We saw a car tailgating 
another car on the fast lane, forcing 
the lead car to move aside. 

The United Kingdom, on Aug 16, 
made tailgating and middle lane 
hogging a punishable offence to re­
duce traffic congestion and encour­
age safe driving. Motorists who hog 
the middle lane are now subjected to 
on-the-spot fines of £100 (RM 
516.75) and a deduction of three 
points of their licence. 

Road Safety Department director­
general Datuk Dr Tam WengWah said 

these acts fall under traffic violations 
. here and motorists can be fined un­

der Section 42 (1) (reckless and dan­
gerous driving) and Section 43 (1) 
(careless and inconsiderate driving) 
of the Road Trpnsport Act 1987 .. 

Part 2 (22) of the Malaysian High­
way Code states: "Allow at least one 
car length between you and the ve­
hicle in front for every 10mph 
(lSkph) of your speed for reaction 
and stopping time (two seconds, as a 
rule of thumb)." 

Road hogging occurs when one 
obstructs the path of other vehicles, 
usually at a relatively low speed, es­
pecially in the middle and right 
lanes. 

Part 2 (13) of the code states: "Ve­
hiclesshould, at all times, be driven 
on the left-hand lane of the road, the 
slower the speed, the further left the 

the highway. after you have overtaken. 
.. Plan your journey ahead to avoid .u. Do not slow down your vehide 
rushing. when passing by an accident area on 

· Don't speed. It will make your the opposite side of the highway to 
vehicle much harder to control in an avoid unnecessary traffic congestion. 
emergency. lJ. Do not use emergency lane 

· Don't drive distracted. Be during traffic congestion. 
attentive at all times when driving Joit. Drive defensively. 
(e.g., don't use your mobile phone b Be considerate while on the 
when driving) and iftired. take a on the highway, don't disrupt the 
lS-minute power nap in a safe place traffic flow. 
like an official rest area. Source: LLM. MIROS and PLUS (2013) 
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lane of the road." 
"Tailgating, speeding and danger­

ous turning, which are classified as 
aggressive driving, cause 30 per cent 
of road accidents," Tam said. 

Bukit Aman traffic police chief 
Datuk Abd Aziz Yusof said traffic 
police have been on the lookout for 
tailgaters and road hoggers as these 
issues are among their top concerns 
when it comes to road safety. 

He said offenders can face a fine of 
between RM150 and RM300. 

"If you hit the rear of a vehicle in 
front of you, it is your fault, because 
it means you have been following it 
too closely," he said. 

"It is a punishable offence when 
slow drivers hog the right (fast) lane 
as it obstructs fast-moving vehicles, 
causing increased traffic conges­
tion." 

Drivers' dangerous attitudes to blame 
KUALA WMPUR: Research by the Malaysian 
Institute of Road Safety Research has re­
vealed that tailgating and lane-hogging are 
largely caused by drivers' attitudes. 

to be safest and drive at their own speed. 
"This causes drivers behind them to get 

frustrated and to follow them.closely." 
Some think it is not a good idea to drive 

in the slow lane as it is usually used by 
slower-moving traffic, or too close to mo­
torcyclists in the emergency lane. 

the left or double lines, cutting queue, not 
signalling when changing lanes, abusing 
the high beam, beating the red lights and 
using the mobile phone while driving. 

Its Road User and Behavioural Change 
Centre director Assoc Prof Dr Mohd Faudzi 
Mohd Yusof said, among other things, tail­
gaters included drivers who were in a hur­
ry, aggressive or simply distracted. 

"Distracted drivers do other things while 
driving, like using mobile phones, fiddling 
on their GPS or radio. So, they do not notice 
how close they are to the vehicle in front." 

He added that some drivers tended to 
keep to the middle lane as they presu~ed it 

Also, as the left lane is often used by 
heavy vehicles, it is generally assumed to 
be in poor condition. 

Faudzi said there were other undesirable 
and unsafe driving behaviours that the 
government .should look into. These in­
clude not stopping at zebra crossings, 
abusing the emergency lane, overtaking on 

"Some of these offences are regulated by 
the law, but they are not well enforced. 
Some offences are not regulated. However, 
such action by the government would re­
quire discussion among the agencies in­
volved in road safety." 

He said on average, there were 19 road 
crash fatalities daily in Malaysia. 

"Crash data shows that about 80 per cent 
of accidents are attributed to road users' 
attitudes while driving." 

Lane-hogging annoys other drivers andforces'them 
to weave in and out of traffic. Pit by Sal.hani Ibrahim 


