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VOlES POLLED 
l,547,m 
(%votes) 

I'llllIaIaysiaJI Jslamk Party (PMIP) 
329,070 

party !lepra (liN) 
32.578 
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P_Pr~ 
Party(PPP) 
97.391 

1-IIIdeoe!Jdent candkIates 

-"'::>, -El@ctOl'at~ In contested constituencies 2,i3l.272 73.3% 

TheTlrs' 
gl 
IN 1959, the first parliamentary and 

state elections of the Federation of 
Malaya were held after the country 

became independent and sovereign on 
Aug 31,1957. 

The elections were a historic land­
mark as tliey created for the first time 
fully elected legislatures at federal and 
state levels. 

The polls were the first to be held 
under the supervision of the Elect jon 
Commission which was formed in 
1958. State elections were staggered 
until the parliamentary polls on Aug 
19. 

Tunku Abdul Rahman who wanted 
to concentrate on the federal and 
state elections relinquished his post 
as Prime Minister on April 16 and 
Tun Abdul Razak Hussein was swoin 
in to .replace him. 

Tunku resumed as premier with 
Razak returning to his post of depu­
ty after the Alliance won 74 of the 
104 parliament seats contested by 259 candi­
dates, including 29 Independents. 

Contesting all the parliament seats, the 
Alliance campaigned on a platform of peace, 
justice and prosperity, and offered greater 
national wealth and more individual earnings. 

In his message introdudng the Alliance 
manifesto, Tunku stated in a live broadcast 
that the coalition planned to dedicate the 
resources d~voted to the war against commu­
nists during the. Emergency to the economic 
and material well-being of the nation. 

With 37 candidates in the fray, the main 
planks in the manifesto of the Malayan 
People's Sodalist Front L Party RakYat and 
Labour Party - were economic changes to 
.bring about a sodalist Malaya. Party RakYat 
. was led by Ahmad Boestaman who headed 
the Socialist Front while the Labour Party 
leader was O.S. Ramanathan. 

The People's Progressive Party, under secre­
tary-general O.R. Seenivasagam with 19 can­
didates, campaigned on a slogan of "equality 
and progress" in a democratic welfare state. 

The Pan-Malayan Islamic Party led by Or 
Burhanuddin AI-Helmy with 58 candidates 
declared in its manifesto that its aim was to 
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tum Malaya into an Islamic state and to 
restore Malay dignity. 

Parti Negara with nine candidates did not 
issue any manifesto but its leader Oato Onn 
Jaffar indicated that·the party would make 
many changes to safeguard the rights of the 
Malays. 

The opposition parties gained ground in the 
elections with the internal feud over seat allo­
cation within the Alliance contributing to it 
losing' several seats. 

National and anti-colonial sentiments were 
evoked by the opposition Pan Malayan 
Islamic Party, Sodalist Front. People's 
Progressive Party, ·Parti Negara and the 
Malayan Party. 

Least votes ever 
obtained: 19 
yUSOI Nasir (IND). Sukau 5late seat in 
5aba11. lOO8. 
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Independent caudidates 
55.827 

• % 

Ell!dorate in contested ClI!lStit~ 2.151.m 74% 
'Ioter tUl1lllIIt 

PLAIN SAILING: Tunku campaigning in the first parliamentary general elections in 1959 under the 
Alliance Party. or Parti Perikatan, which was instrumental in setting aside racial belief for people from 
all races to unite in a successful political movement. The Alliance Party later formed the National Front 
(Barisan Nasional) in 1973. 

The old ways: 
Counting of ballot 
'papers in the old 
Rumah Dayak in 
Kuching during the 
first general poils in 
Sarawak in 1969. 
Once the dty's maie 
venue for social and 
government events 
the building was 
demolished some 
20 years ago for a 
new project but it 
remains 
uncompleted .• 
Sarawak 
Information 
Department. 
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