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A new type 
of American 
imperialism 
maybe 
on the rise 
~ From Page 17 

Then, in 1990. Saddam invaded 
. and attempted to annex Kuwait. and 
the US organised an international 
coalition. including several Muslim 
countries. to defeat. Wm. Significant 
vioience also occurred in Bosnia. 
Kosovo. Macedonia, Chechnya. 
Kashmir, the Phi!!ppines, Indonesia, 
Sudan and Nigeria. 

However, the causes of this Mus­
lim violence are not inherent in the 
nature of Islam as a religion. They 
are the result of the resurgence of 
Muslim consciousness and identity; 
liberal vs conservative, secularvs re­
ligious. And these resurgence in Is­
lamic consciousness was profound­
ly influenced by the US-led events 
after the 9/11 attacks. 

It seems that the US has a role to 
play in many of Muslim wars. Pro­
Israel propagandist Jeffrey Goldberg 
made a profound observation; "The 
US has been waging a three-decade 
war for domination of the Middle 
East. This war becomes apparent 
considering the many Muslim coun­
tries. the peace-ioving US and its 
stalwart ally Israel have bombed." 

During Bi!! Clinton's preSidency, 
the US bombed Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and Sudan. Under George W. Bush. 
the US bombed Afghanistan, 
Yemen, Iraq, Pakistan and Somalia. 
Under Barack Obama, Afghanistan. 
Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and 
Libya were bombed. 

With American arms and funding, 
Israel has bombed evety single one 
of its neighbours, including Pales­
tine, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and 
Egypt. Israei bas also bombed 
Tunisia and Iraq. 

The US also has military bases in 
several countries in the Middle East, 
including Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar, Turkey. Pak­
istan, UAE, Yemen, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Djibouti, Kyrgyzstan, 
Somalia, Ethiopia. Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Chad. 

Americans have asked; "Why are 
Muslims so violent and warlike?" 
Ironically. it was reported that. 
America's "secret wars" are waged 
by "special operations forces" in "75 
countries" and "that number will 
likely reach 120'. 

Subsequently, the US could· be en­
gaged in military acts in more than 
60 per cent of the world's nation­
states. 

The US claims these strategies on 
grounds of moraliry, to pursue the 
beacon of democracy and capital­
ism. However. as the Muslim wars 
and the imminent possibi!!ty of an 
attack against Syria continue, many 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike 
wonder if this could be anew Amer­
ican-styie imperialism. 
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Rapid Malay education trend 
but slow pace for Indians 
MAJOR GAPS: In the 
first half of the 20th 
century, completing ... 
MCE was a rare 
achievement 

H
OW mucb progress 
has there been in re­
ducing. educationai 
inequality, . and eth­
nic inequality, in par­

ticuiar in Peninsuiar Malaysia in 
recent decades? 

There is widespread agreement 
on ethnic differences in ed\lcatlon­
ai attainment prior to 1970. The ca­
loniai era had created unequa! op­
portunities in rural and urban 
areas. Secondary schoois, and Eng­
lish education in particular, were 
concentrated in to\yDS and cities 
that were geographically and so­
cially distant from rural areas. 
wbere most of the Malay popula· 
tion lived. 

Fo!Jowing independence in 1957. 
the government embarked on a 
crash programme of school con­
struction. Aiong with new roads 
and bridges, which minimised the 
distance and isolation of rural 
kampungs to the emerging modern 
economy. new primary and sec­
ondary schoois brought opportun­
ities to Malaysian youth of all eth­
nic communities, but particularly 
toMalays. 

There is far less agreement on the 
"facts' of ethnic inequality in edu­
cational attainment in the decades 
since the 1970s. 

- Part of the problem is that the 
educational sector ha$ grown more 
complex with a proliferation of 

. public and private secondary and 
tertiary educational institutions. 

New certificate and degree pro­
grammes. the creation of alternat­
ive pathways to university en­
trance. the increasing education of 
Malaysians abroad. as well as 
growth of international students 
attending Maiaysian colieges and 
universities have made it difficult 
to track ethnic differences in 
schooling. 

Data on enrolment and attain­
ment are not readily comparable. 
All Malaysia data, including Sabah 
and Sarawak. cannot be compared 
with historical patterns that were 
limited to the peninsula alone. 

The problem of measurement · 
and interpretation of educational 
trends is also exacerbated by ideo­
logical and politicai factors .. 

Although no research project can 
claim to be the final word or com­
pletely "objective", I have tried to 
focus on the relatively neutral in­
dicator of educational attainment 
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- the proportion of successive 
g.enerations of Malaysians who 
have completed the Malaysian Cet­
tlficate of Education (MCE), now 
known as the Sijil Pelajaran Malay­
sia or SPM -: to measure education 
trends. 

These fIgures are based on tah­
uiations of the Peninsular Malay­
sian population census data from 
1970 to 2000. The MCE/SPM cer­
tificate is ofte n con-
sidered the ticket to ter- , 
tiary education and the ·: 
quatifying credentiai for ' 
high-status occupations. 
As average levels of edu­
cation have increased. 

was a tare achievement - only tWo 
to four per cent of Chinese and In­
dian men reached this pinnacle 
and only one per cent of. Maiay 
men. The figures were even Jower 
for women.·. 

By ·the 1970s, Malay students 
reached educationai parity, and 
then surpassed Chinese and Indian 
rates ofMCE completion. 

There were slow but steady in-

many jobs have upgraded , ClUJriu 
their educational quali- : Hirschman 
ficat~ons.Jobs that once: isaFulbrlght 
reqUired only a MCE now : VlSitillK 
expo.ct applicants to have : Professor, 
a uruverslty degree. : 2012-13, at 

creases in the proportion 
of non·Malay students . 
who earned an MCE cer­
tificate across cohorts in 
the 1970s and 19808, but 
the Malay gains were phe­
nomenal: advances of 
10-15 percentage points 
for each successive 
five-year cohort were 
common in the 1970s and 
1980s. 

The same trend is evid­
ent for women as men. 
Historically. women were 
behind meri in terms of 

Tbe trend in educatlon-. : Universltl 
at attainment is meas- i Malaya 
ured by proportion re- _; .. : ..... ............. . 
porting to have a MCE ' 
certificate of an age"cohort -
defined as those born during 
five-year periods from 1901-05 to 
1976-80. Because the MCE creden­
tial is earned. on average, when 
students are in their late teens, the 
birth cohorts are iabeiled by the 
year they reach age 20. 

For example, persons born in 
1976-80 are labeiled as the cohort of 
"1996-2000', the approximate time 
period when they would be in Form 
5 and taking the MCE/SPM. 

For the first half of the 20th cen­
tury, completing the MCE (then 
known as the Senior Cambridge) 

educational attainment. 
but by the 1990s, more women than 
men were completing the MCE. 

By the iate 1990s , about 
two-thirds of Maiay men and 
three-fourtbs of Maiay women 
completed -their MCE. There is 
some sign of a narrowing of the 
Malay-Chinese gap in the mid to 
iate 1990s, but not for Indian 
youth. 

The rapid acceleration of Malay 
educational attainment the 1970s 
and 1980s coincided with the New 
Economic Policy, but the overall 
trend begins with the post·Mer­
deka educational expansion in the 

1960s, including the creation of 
Malay-medium secondary schools 
and greatly expanded fiminciai aid 
for Malay students. . 

The hew requirement to pass the 
Malay language examination to 
earn LCE (Lower Certificate ofEdu­
cation at Form 3) and MCE creden­
tials. and the imposition of ethnic 
quotas in some schools and col­
leges, may have lowered the rate of 
increase in Chinese and Indian 
educational attainment. 

The Other Bumiputera category, 
consisting primarily of Orang Asl!, 
is the group most left behind in 
Malaysian education. Additionai 
research on Sabah and Sarawak is 
also urgently needed. 

The focus on the MCE may un­
derestimate non-Malay education­
al attainment in the 1980s and 
199Os. Some Chinese students con­
tinue to their secondary schooling 
in private Chinese language 
schoois and earn credentials that 
are not recognised by the govern­
ment or directly measured In 
census questions. 
_ It is also possible that selective 
emigration from Malaysia has 
lowered the number of highly edu­
cated non~Malays who are born 
and educated in Malaysia, but are 
not resident in the country as 
adults. 

The record of very rapid · Malay 
educational attainment in recent 
decades is a very significant na· 
tiona1 achievement. 

However, the very slow pace of 
educational gains of Other Bumi· 
putera and Indian youth is a cause 
for concern. 
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