The Nehemiah Design
Competition 2012
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THE Hehemiah Cesign Competition mowved into its third
yearand was held at INTI Subang on 8 Movemnber 2012, Faor
three consecutive years, the Mehermiah Design Competition
hiad attracted undergraduates throughout the country to
participate and solve a real engineering design challenge.
Although rmainly targeting at civil engineering students,
the competition was also open to architecture and design
students frormn institutions of higher learning throughout
hMalaysia.

This year, 15 student teams were selected as finalists to
showcase their ideas of what could be the best structure to
permmanently solve the frequent flooding of Karmpung Baru,
4 heritage vilage located very closely to Sungai Kelang in
the heart of Kuala Lurnpur. The solution would also have
to take into consideration of = need to also function as an
embankment for the construction of aworld clss highway
The task follows after both the Malaysian Highway Authority
(LLRAY and the Department of Irrigation and Orainage
hMalaysia [JFE) have collaborated to design 2 dual-purpose
structure that acts as a flood mitigation measure against
flooding while supporting a highway above it.

Even though the situation may be the same, it does not
rmean the solution provided hasto bethe same. The students
will have to exercise their creativity and innowvativeness to
propose @ holisticsolutionthat is both structurally sound and
gesthetically pleasing by incorporating ‘green technology
features,” explained Founding Chairman of Meherniah
Reinforced Soil 3dn. Bhd., Ir. Dr Mehemiah Lee Chee Hai
during the opening speech. He added, "The proposed
solution must be practical with emphasis on time and cost
savings in view of the impending monsoon season. This
also has to take into consideration the space constraints in
Kampung Baru®

Y.Bhg. Dato’ Saifuddin Abdullah, Depuaty Minister of
Higher Education Malaysia, was the guest of honour
at the event. The panel of judges comprised mainly of
representatives frormn professionsl bodies such 2s The
Institution of Engineers, Malaysia [IEM), Master Buiders
Association of Malaysia (MBAM), Jabatan Kerja Raya
[JR) and The Charered Institution of Highways and
Transportation (CIHTME .

The GEQTECH tearn from Univer siti Teknologi Matay sia
[UTRA) ermerged the Champion of the Mehermiah Design
Cormpetition this year, followed Dy SANTIMEL from INTI
Interrational University as the 1st runner up and UTAR C1
frormn Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahrran (UTAR) as the 2nd
runner up. M

Stephen Mg ki a writer and photojournalist with a background in Chemistry
from Monash University, Australia. He & alse an independent media and
mark eting consuttant
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