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Musical hits shores of Penang 
NOTES FROM ABROAD: Malaysian quartet deliver a fine 
performance of the off-Broadway 'Songs for a New World' 

Steplumte van Driesen and Joel Wong sing of love, tears and laughter. (Inset) La.u Suk Yin (right) scales 
new vocal and emotional heights with Van Driesen. 

Teachers reminded 
of students' moral 
development, too 
MS.lf9·t;·l'~/~lt/N/rs- ~Ju~ 
KANGAR: In the course of creating ~­
cellent students, many often overlook 
the attributes that shape the student's 
character and personality. 

Raja of Pedis Tuanku SVed Sirajuddin 
Putra Jamalullail said students 
these days were pressured to achieve ex­
cellent results in their examinations, 
but the human aspect was often neglect­
ed. 

"It is important to create balanced stu­
dents who are also well-equipped with 
moral values such as kindness, honesty 
and respect for others. 

achievements in their studies and the 
development of their characters. 

"Apart from pushing them to score ex­
cellent results, parents and teachers 
should also look at ways to add value to 
the personality of students," he said in 
his address to some 200 students ofSMK 
Derma, here. 

He presented awards of excellence to 
106 of the school's students who had 
achieved exGellent results in last year's 
PMR and SPM examinations. 

PAUL TOH 
GEORGETOWN 

penang@mediaprima.commy 

THE off-Broadway hit Songs for 
a New "World was staged to 
rave reviews at Straits Quay, 

here, recently. 
The musical written by Tony 

Award-winning composer and lyri­
cist Jason Robert Brown was 
restaged at the Penang Performing 
Arts Centre following the success of 
the one-night only performance in 
Kuala Lumpur. · 

Directed by Christopher Ling, the 
musical featured Malaysian quartet 
Caipifruta, made up of Lai Suk Yin, 
Aaron Teoh, Joel Wong and 
Stephanie Van Driesen, who won 
last year's Boh Cameronian Award 
winner for her supporting role in 
The SecretLife of Nora. 

The four gave scintillating dis­
plays of their vocal prowess in 

Brown's breakthrough musical, 
which premiered at the WPA The­
atre in New York in the US. 

Brown's 18 songs spoke of life's 
hard choices, betrayal, hopes and 
fears. He began his career playing at 
the city's revues and got his big break 
when he realised that it was the "one 
moment" in the show that counted. 

"It's about hitting the wall and 
having to make a choice - to take a 
stand or tum around and go back; 
said Brown, who went on to win 
numerous prestigious awards as a 
composer and lyricist. 

A celebration of love, laughter, 
tears and adventure, the perfor­
mance is about the passion that 
drives every one of us to discover our 
own "one moment". 

Ling was recently awarded the 
Boh CameronianArts Award for best 
direction (musical theatre) and the 
Anugerah Seni Negara Young Talent 
Award for theatre directing in 2009. 

"This will create holistic and fine in­
dividuals," he said. 

Syed Sirajuddin said parents and 
teachers played an integral role in strik­
ing a balance between the students' 

· Also present were Raja Perempuan 
Perlis Tuanku Tengku Fauziah Tengku 
Abdul Rashid, Raja Muda Perlis Tuanku 
Syed Faizuddin Putra Jamalullail and 
Raja Puan Muda Pedis Tuanku Lailatul 
Shahreen Akashah Khalil. By HasiW1I Kav­
ishbi Kaman 

Raja Perils Tuanku Syed Sira}uddin Putra. Jarnalullail signs the plaque to mark the opening of 
the school's Galeri Sejarah. With him are Tuanku Fauziah Tengku Abdul Rashid, Tuanku Syed 
Falzuddin Putra Jarnalullail (second from right) and Tuanku Lailatul Shahreen Akashah 
KhalU (right). Also present was SMK Derma principal Mardis Abdul La tiff (third from right). 
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