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CP registers modest increase 
Lower price increases in most subgroups 
as weWas declines in prices of meat and 
vegetables 

M ALAYSIA's consumer price 
index (CPI) for the first sev­
en months of this year had 

a modest growth of 1.9 per cent com­
pared to 3.1 per cent gain in the firSt 
seven months of 2011. 

This was due to moderate prices 
registered in the food and non-al­
coholic beverages; housing, water, 
electricity, gas and other .fuels; mis­
cellaneous goods and services; and 
transport groups. 

For the period under review, 
prices in the food and non-alco­
holic beverages group registered 
three per cent gain compared to 
4.6 per cent in the corresponding 
period last year. 

This was due to to the lower price 
increases in most subgroups as well 
as the decline in the prices ,of veg­
etables and meat by 3.3 per cent and 
0.9 per cent, respectively. 

Meariwhile, prices of housing, wa­
ter, electricity, gas and other fuels 
group, increased 1.7 per cent from 1.6 
per cent recorded in the same period 
last year. 

The lower inflation rate during the 
first seven months of the year, was 

also contributed to by a slight in­
crease of prices in the transport 
group at 0.9 per cent compared to 
five per cent in 2011. 

Elsewhere, the Producer Price In­
dex (PPI), which measures change in 
the prices of commodities charged 
by domestic producers and those 
paid by importers, rose at a slower 
pace of 1.9 per centin the first seven 
months of the year . . 

A year ago, the same period, the 
PPI grew by 9.1 per cent. 

The decrease, was on account of 
the lower price increases in the local 
production and import compo­
nents. 

Enlploynl~l1( by S~(tOI' 
('000) Change (%) Share (%) l 

20ll 20121 2011 20121 20ll 20121 I 
Agriculture, fore,stry, livestock and fishing ' 1,388.6 1,386.9 :" . -0.1 -0.1 11.3 ILl! 
Mining & quarrying . 41.0 . : 41.1 . -2.8 0.2 0.3 ' 03 

Manufacturing . 3,511.2 : 3,616.6 :. 3.6 ' 3.0 ':' . 28.7 28.9 . 1 

Construction .'. 769.5 n3.6 ·· . 0.4 0.5 .. 63 .: ." . 6.2 ' I 
Services 6,545.2. 6,686.8 . 2.7 ' 2.2 53.4 ' 53.5 1 

Electricity. gas and water 101.5 . 102.8 ! . 1.4 . 1.3 '" 08 ,. 0.8': 

::::;;;:~:!:~~:.::::~::~~~n:staurants : 2,~:; .. 2.:~!:: · .... !:: ... ~ :. l!~ ... l!! ·· 1 
Finance. insurance. real estate and business 853.6 ... 864.8 · ' 1.5 1.3 ' " . 7.D . 6.9 :, 1 

Government services . 1,251.8' 1,254.9 0.2 .' ., 0.2 .~ '10.2 .. 10.1 ' i 

! Other services ; 1,289.0' 1,315.7 '. 2.5 2.1 ' f " 10.5 .. '.' 10.5 '. ! 
1 Total 12,255.5 l2.505.o · ". 2.5 2.0 '. 100.0 100.0 .!::::' 

~ lEstimate 
i Source: Economic Planning Unit. Malaysia 
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Iii terms of weightagein the ag­
gregate PPI, it increased by 2.3 per 
cent compared to 12.1 per cent last 
year. 

This was mainly attributed to the 
14.2 per cent price increase in. the 
mineral fuels, lubricants and other 
group. 

However, this was partly offset by 

the downturn in prices of four 
groups, namely the animals and veg­
etables oils and fats, crude materials, 
inedible, manufactured goods and 
chemicals. 

The import components, compris­
ing 33.6 per cent of domestic PPI, 
registered a relatively small increase 
of one per cent in the first seven 

months from 2.4 per cent a year ear­
lier and contributed only 0.3 per­
centage point to the overall PPI in­
crease. 

The main contributors to the over­
all increase in the Producer Price 
Index was the mineral fuels, lubri­
cants and other group which in­
creased 13.1 per cent. 

Malaysian labour market to remain stable 
I Malaysia's labour/orce is 

projected to Increase by 
2.2 per cent to reach 12.9 
million from 12.6 million last 
year. B'OOrlK'rg pic 
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THE labour market will remain stable 
in 2012, supported by robust domes~ 
tic activities with a total of 249,471 
jobs expected to be generated by all 
sectors of the economy. 

The labour force was projected to._ 
increase by 2.2 per cent to reach 12.9 . 
million from 12.6 million last year, 
contributed by the sufficient new 
jobs in the market. Unemployment 
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Labour force 

Employment 

Unemployment 

('000) 
2011 20121 

12,645.7 ., 12,923.9 ' 

12.255.5 ' 12,505.0 
- , 390.2 418.9 

1 Estimate 2 Percentage of labour force 

Change (%) 
2011 20121 

2.3 
2.5 .. ' 

3.12 

'.' 2.2 '.' ., 
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