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DISCOVERY - 
 HAS NEVER BEEN EASY… 
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SO  MUCH DATA… 
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SO MUCH INFORMATION 

Over one million items 
Books   858,421  
Serials   20, 838  
Maps    2,342  
Other printed materials 14,118  
Malay manuscripts 1,724  
Non-book materials 50,386  
 

• ACM Digital Library 
• ASME 
• Engineering Village 2 
• Engnetbase 
• IEEE Explore 
• IOP Press 
• PaperINVITED.com 
• ProQuest Digital Dissertations 

Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia UniMAP Library Databases 

Source: 
http://www.unimap.edu.my/eng/template02.asp?tt=
51&parentid=276&contentid=465 

Source:  
http://web.simmons.edu/~chen/gdl/a-p/Malaysia.htm 
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OUR RESPONSE  

  … DISCOVERY 
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DISCOVERY SO FAR … 

Online catalogues 

• Search of local collection via the Integrated Library 
System (ILS) – books, journals, media – at the title level 

• Online catalogues don’t include: 
• articles 
• book chapters 
• digital objects 

Source: Breeding, Marshall Introducing the Open Discovery Initiative  
Accessed 30 Nov 2012 http://www.librarytechnology.org/ltg-displaytext.pl?RC=16924 
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DISCOVERY SO FAR …. 

Discovery interfaces 

Search inquiry interrogates: 

• Local  index  - ILS and digital collections 

• Federated search engine – vendor collections 
(Proquest, EBSCOHost) and abstracting and indexing 
(A&I) services 

Real-time query on latest sources and fast responses 
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DISCOVERY SO FAR ….. 

Index-based discovery 

• Consolidated index created from  
• local ILS data 
• digital collections 
• vendor databases 
• A&I databases, where negotiated 

• Harvesting and indexing undertaken in advance 
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DISCOVERY FOCUS TODAY 

‘Web Scale Discovery’ 

• Consists of a central index and a discovery interface 

• Single search across a central/unified/base/consolidated index  

• Fast response time  

• Relevancy-ranked results list  

• Facets, sort, and other tools for refining results  

• Connections to full text via OpenURL and direct links  

• User accounts  
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DISCOVERY FOCUS TODAY 

‘Web Scale Discovery’ 
Four WSD vendors offer both —a discovery layer and central index: 
• 2007 – OCLC    WorldCat Local (WCL)  

www.oclc.org/worldcatlocal  
• 2009 - Serial Solutions    Summon (SSS) 
 www.serialssolutions.com/discovery/summon  
• 2010 – Ex Libris    Primo Central Index (PCI) ) 
 www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/PrimoCentral  
• 2010 - EBSCO – EBSCO Discovery Service  (EDS) 
 www.ebscohost.com/discovery  
 

http://www.oclc.org/worldcatlocal�
http://www.serialssolutions.com/discovery/summon�
http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/PrimoCentral�
http://www.ebscohost.com/discovery�
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WEB SCALE DISCOVERY 

Central Index 

 

 

 

 

Athena Hoeppner The Ins 
and Outs of Evaluating Web-
Scale Discovery Services  
Computers in libraries (2012) 
32 (3) 
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Deakin University Library:  Quick Search – Encore (Next Generation Catalogue) 
   Discover More – EDS  (Web Scale Discovery) 
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Deakin University Library Engineering LibGuide – Web Scale Discovery, embedded 
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Deakin University: Deakin Research Online : Fez Fedora 
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THE PATH AHEAD… 
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CHALLENGES 

1. Web Scale Discovery Standards 
Ex Libris Executive recognised the interests of key participants in Web Scale Discovery 
were competing, situation to address 

• Roundtable required 
- libraries, content providers, discovery service vendors 

• Supported by two perspectives: 
NISO – National Information Standards Organisation http://www.niso.org identifies, 
develops, maintains, and publishes technical standards to manage information 

NFAIS – National Federation of Advanced Information Systems http://www.nfais.org/ - 
advocate/educate representing those who create, aggregate, organise, make 
accessible credible information sources 

 

http://www.niso.org/�
http://www.nfais.org/�
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RESPONSE 1:  

 Open Discovery Initiative  (ODI) 

  Project goals 

1. identify the needs/requirements of libraries, publishers 
and service providers 

2. create recommendations and tools to streamline 
processes used by parties working together 

3. provide librarians with means to assess information 
provider participation in discovery services – breadth and 
depth of content indexed, availability of content elements 
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ODI INVESTIGATIONS 

Tools for libraries to assess WSD 

• Level of participation by information providers in 
discovery services 

• Evaluate the breadth and depth of content indexed 
– What proportion of library holdings are included? 

– Is content indexed at citation or full-text level? 

• Evaluate degree to which content is available to library 
users  

– How many records are for non subscribed material? 
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ODI : INVESTIGATIONS 

Next steps in project 

• Expert groups set up to gather information on 
– Level of indexing 

– Library rights 

– Technical formats 

– Usage statistics 

– Fair linking 

• March 2013 – final draft report with recommendations 
• www.niso.org/workroom/odi 
  

http://www.niso.org/workroom/odi�
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Source: Keeley, Michael Stakeholders strive to define standards for webscale discovery systems. In The Digital Shift. 
11 October 2012.  Accessed 27 November 2012. http://www.thedigitalshift.com/2012/10/discovery/coming-into-
focus-web-scale-discovery-services-face-growing-need-for-best-practices/ 
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CHALLENGES 

2. Discovery: future developments 

• ‘Google’ continues driving the agenda and user 
expectations – Are Google and Google Scholar the key? 

• Personalisation – “instead of finding, being found” 
Future use of Semantic Web technologies to model 
information about users, their needs and preferences, 
their context and relations, and to incorporate data from 
other resources like Linked Open Data.  

• Algorithm enhancement 

 

http://linkeddata.org/�
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CHALLENGES   

3. Massive Open Online Courses - MOOCs 

• Widening participation, non-award courses  

• Global HE potential, accreditation barriers being addressed  

• Authenticated users make up a diminishing ‘discovery’ group 

• Academic staff to identify open education resources (OERs)  
which offer access and use without restriction 

• Demand increasing for information sources licensed under 
Creative Commons licences http://creativecommons.org/ 

 

 

http://creativecommons.org/�
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CHALLENGES 

4. User preferences 

• Mobile access – webscale discovery, on the go 

• Mobile apps - demand for university mobile apps – 
include your Library! 

• Device-neutral, non proprietary 

• Easy interface with personal connected world – learning 
management system,  research repository, e-portfolio, 
social networks 
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Discovery consists of seeing 
what everybody has seen, and 
thinking what nobody has 
thought.  

 
Albert Szent-Gyorgyi 

September 16, 1893 – October 22, 1986 
Hungarian physiologist; Nobel Prize winner in Physiology in 1937; 

credited with discovering vitamin C and the citric acid cycle.  
 
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/discovery_3.html#tGSMSCyOFghSBZ02.99  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Szent-Gy%C3%B6rgyi 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/discovery_3.html�
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We look forward to welcoming you  

to Deakin University Library! 
 

 
Sue Owen 
Associate University Librarian, Client Services 
Deakin University, Australia 
sue.owen@deakin.edu.au 

mailto:Sue.owen@deakin.edu.au�

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32

