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13.10 As part of the effort to encourage greater utilization of ICT, contributors
to the Employees Provident Fund were allowed to withdraw their savings for
the purchase of computers. Since the introduction of this scheme in October
1999, a total of 245,460 applications was received, of which 199,293 were
approved involving a total sum of RM665.3 million. In addition, the Government,
with the cooperation of the industry, organized the PC Ownership Campaign
starting year 2000 with the aim of ‘one home, one PC’. During this campaign,
PC fairs were held offering PCs at cheaper prices to the public.

National IT Agenda

13.11 The National IT Agenda, aimed at transforming the nation into a knowledge-
based society in line with Vision 2020, focused on human development and
leveraging on the public-private sectors partnership. The framework was based
on the balanced development of three key elements, namely, people, infostructure
and applications.

TABLE 13-2

SELECTED ICT INDICATORS, 1995 AND 2000

Indicator 1995 2000

Newspaper Circulation Per 1,000 Population 162 1591

Telex Subscribers 6,578 3,1052

Personal Computers (units installed) 610,000 2,200,000

Personal Computers Per 1,000 Population 29.5 95.7

Telephone Lines Per 1,000 Population 161.07 204.762

Telephone Subscribers 3,332,447 4,650,4102

Mobile Phones 700,000 2,265,0002

Number of Internet Subscribers 13,0643 1,157,384

Number of Internet Users 30,000 4,000,000

Sources: Ministry of Energy, Communications and Multimedia, PIKOM, World Development Report, 1999/2000
and World Competitiveness Yearbook, 2000

Notes:
1 Refers to 1998.
2 Refers to 1999.
3 JARING only.


