
OPTING older children is 
)mething many prospective 
doptive parents shy away 
referring instead to adopt 
children and babies. 
aty Canon, a mental health 
or and adoption and foster 
:eialist, said the issue with 
·hildren who had been 
ionalised was that they 
know how to behave in a 
Nay in a family, society or 
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a school environment. 
"As a result, their behaviour often 

seems strange or odd to their adop­
tive family. But, once families are 
adequately trained and prepared for 
this, -they can understand why their 
child is acting this way. They were 
never exposed to proper manners, or 
to the proper way· of doing things. 
Understanding why and what insti­
tutionalisation does to a child makes 
it easier to h~arn how to handle their 
behaviour." 

She said a lot ·of adoptive families 
were ill-equipped, improperly 
trained or did not have the right 
temperament for it. , 

"They get very discouraged and 
want to return the children before 
the children have the opportunity to 
heal," she added. 

Baty Canon was a guest speaker at 
the-Malaysia AdoptionDay 2016, or­
ganised by OrphanCare Foundation 
with the support of the Women, 
Family and Community Develop­
ment Ministry. 

She said the adoption of older chil­
dren had to be advocated 
strongly because most families don't 
want a child in their mid. to late 
teens. 

"These children remain institu­
tionalised before they eventually 
"age out" (reach the age of18) and go 
into society wit:Q very little prepa­
ration or training to cope with life. 

"They do not have a family or 
know how to have intimate, 
connected emotional relationships, 
or even a place to call home. 

"There are some small non-gov­
ernmental organisations (NGOs ) 
that run transition programmes for 
these children, but they are not 
enough. 

"By placing them in an institution 
versus the nurturing environment 
that a home and loving parents can 
provide, they are marginalised, 
pulled away from the community 
and out of the social system. There 
are too many kids in this situation. 
With decentralisation, we put the 
children in family care and back 

in the community." 
Baty Canon could not talk about 

specific numbers because the na­
tional study had been done yet. But, 
government estimates said 13,700 
children were institutionalised in 
Malaysia. 

According to Lumos: Ending In­
stitutionalisation of Children in 
Malaysia, 87 per cent have one living 
parent; 3.5 per cent have both par­
ents; and 86 per cent have contact 
with their families, but only four per 

. cent return to live with them. 
"Research has shown that chil­

dren left to grow in orphanages, de­
prived of loving parental care, suffer 
life-long physical and psychological 
harm. 

"Children from institutions suffer 
from poor health, physical under­
development and deterioration in 
brain growth. Orphanages should be 
the last resort for children and or­
phans. Chi!dren should not be iso­
lated from the broader community. 
This is an outdated concept and is 
better replaced with family or fam­
ily-based care." 

She said institutionalised children. 
might face psychological issues aris­
ing from abandonment ·and some­
times abuse and neglect. 

"The challenges for parents in­
clude acquiring the right tools to 
parent adopted children. They may 
not know how to disclose the adop­
tion, deal with identity questions or 
behaviour issues." 

The public also needs to be ex­
posed to more positive adoption sce­
narios, so that they can come to" 
gether to support the families in 
their midst. 

"Adoptive parents need to be 
adoption educators and be advo­
cates for their children to educate 
teachers and community members 
about their situation. They can 
achieve this much better if we teach 
them how to talk to their child's 
school teacher." 

Trustee-head of Media, Publicity 
and Fundraising, OrphanCare Foun­
dation Noraini Hashim said once 
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children in institutions reached the 
age of 14 to 18, they had very little 
chance of being adopted. 

"There was one teenager who was 
returned at 15. Several children have 
been taken out and returned three 
times by different families. 

"Everybody only wants cute ba­
bies but what they fail to understand 

is that usually these older children 
will come with a lot of baggage. They 
are usually very naughty and have 
very real discipline problems. 

"But the right training and care 
will help them transform, which is 
why a parenting course is very 
important for parents to learn how 
to deal with these children. 
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NABBED IN TURKEY: 
IS recruiter Neif 
Prakash linked to 
terror plots to kill 
Australians 

-SYDNEY 

A USTRALIA is seeking the ex­
tradition of its most wanted 

.· Islamic State (IS) terror sus­
pect; who was thought to be dead 
but has been caught alive by Turkey, 
the government said yesterday. 

The announcement followed a 
New York Times report that so-called 
IS group operative Neil Prakash had 
been caught by Turkish forces sev­
eral weeks ago as he tried to enter 
their country from Syria. 

"An individual we believe to be 
Neil Prakash has been arrested and 
detained in Turkey," a government 
spokesperson said. 

"Prakash is subject to a formal ex­
tradition request from Australia." 

Prakash was a senior recruiter for 
IS and has been linked to terror plots 

Indonesian 
militant 
nabbed over 
bomb plot 
JAKARTA: Police in Indonesia have 
arrested a suspected Islamist mil­
itant and seized a large quantity of 
bomb-making material that he 
planned to use in attacks on gov­
ernment buildings and the Myan­
mar embassy here next month, a 
police spokesman said. 

The suspect was identified as Rio 
Priatna Wibawa, 23, who is believed 
to be a member of an Indonesian 
group that supports the Islamic 
State (IS) group. 

Local media reported that the 
amount of explosives seized would 
have resulted in a blast twice as pow­
erful as the bomb that killed 202 
people in a Bali nightclub in 2002. 

Rio, who studied agricultural sci­
ence at university and was unem­
ployed, was a self-taught bomb­
maker who had planned to dis­
tribute explosives to several places 
across Indonesia, police spokesman 
Boy Rafli Amar said yesterday. 

Indonesia has seen a string of IS­
linked attacks this year, the biggest 
of which was a gun and bomb as­
sault here that killed four people in 

- January. Reuters 

to kill Australians. 
In May, Prakash was reported 

dead by Canberra on advice from 
Washington that he had been killed 
in a United States airstrike in north­
erniraq. 

However, the Times said he was 
only wounded, not killed, in Mosul 
onApril29. 

Prakash, who is in his ear­
ly twenties, left Australia in 
2013. 

He has. been linked to a 
failed Melbourne plot to be­
head a police officer in April 
last year, as well as to an 18-
year-old who was killed af­
ter stabbing two police of­
ficers in Melbourne in 2014. 
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Turkish autp.orities," it sai< 
the senior Australian oper­
ative in IS. 

Reported to be of Indian, Fijian 
and Cambodian background, 
Prakash used the Internet "to pro­
mote the evil ideology" of the ji­
hadist group "and recruit Australian 
men, women and children, many of 
whom are either still in the conflict 
zone or dead". 

"Prakash and others target arid 
groom our children with hateful 

''We are conscious that 
vidual has been arrested b 
authorities and their proce 
to be respected and allov 
completed. 

"Australia will collabora 
with Turkish authorities:· 
and Turkey have a long 
history cooperation to co: 
rorism." AFP 

~over a million' br2 
SEOUL: Up to 1.3 million protesters 
braved sleet and freezing temper­
atures here yesterday to demand 
President Park Geun-hye resign over 
a corruption scandal or face im­
peachment, organisers said. 

Participants raised candles, sung 
and danced while chanting "Arrest 
Park Geun-hye" and "Throw Park 
into jail", with cries from the main 
rally site reportedly reaching the 
presidential Blue House l.Skm 
away. 

The figure offered by organisers 
would make this the largest of a se­
ries·ofhuge weekly protests that be­
gan a month ago, after an influence­
peddling scandal engulfed ·the pres­
ident. 

Police put the turnout at 260,000. 
At 8 pm, demonstrators put out 

their candles, only to relight them a 
minute later as a warning that their 
protests would not burn out until 
Park left office. 

"I don't think Park would step 
down voluntarily. We need to raise 
our voice as much as· possible to 
encourage Parliament to push 
through with its move to impeach 
her," Lee Seung-Cheol, a 23-year-old 
student, said. 

There was a festive mood among 
protesters, who were wearing rain­
coats and clutching umbrellas to 
protect themselves against the cold 
and wet weather. 

"I came here because I t 
show my children that pi 
the owner of this count11 
power holders," Shim Kyt 
year-old company employ< 
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