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AEOUT .40 million packS of 
ubsidised palm cooking oil 

1kg polybags are expected 
to hit the shelves in the last 10 days 
of this month. • 

Domestic Trade, Cooperatives 
and Consumerism Minister Datuk 
Seri Hamzah Zainudin said repack­
ers would be asked to. double the 
output of the 1kg polybags during 
this period. 

He said the move to fill the market 
with a high volume of subsidised 
cooking oil was to address the per­
ceived shortage of ceoking oil sup~ 
ply due to hoarding arid hiding ac­
tivities by unscrupulous traders, as 
well as panic buying by consumers. 

Supermarl<et 
+owner 
fined 
RMSO,OOO 
KOTA SAMARAHAN: A supermarket 
owner has been slapped with a 
RM50,000 fine, in default six. 
months' jail, for selling scheduled 
controlled items without a licence at 
the Sessions Court here yesterday. 

Judge Marutin Pagan meted out 
the fine on Liew Thau Sen, 63, after 

LiewThau 
Sen 

· finding him 
gU:ilty of the 
charge. · 

Liew was 
charged. with 
selling the sched­
uled controlled 
items, compris­
ing 37 bottles of 
5kg Reiser cook­
ing oil, 76 bottles 
of 5kg Twin 
Leaves t:ooking 
oil and 2,515 
packets of 1kg 

. Prai Sllgar, all worth RM9,617.30, 
without a licence,-at his supermar­
ket in Serian last Nov 7. 

. Prosecution was conducted by 
deputy public prosecutor from the 
Domestic Trade, Cooperatives and 
Consumerism Ministry, Nurul Az­
rina Mohd Yusof. 

Liew was the first individual in the 
state to be charged and convicted of 
the offence in the wake of cases in~ 
volving unscrupulous traders 
hoarding cooking oil around the 
country. 
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Hamzah said the drop in public 
complaints in regard to cooking oil, 
from 1,000 in the first week of the 
month to 400 in the second week, 
showed the ministry's commitment 
tO meet the public's needs. 

The restructuring of the cooking 
oil price stabilisation scheme came 
into effect on Nov 1. Under the re­
vised scheme, the 1kg polybags will 
continue to be subsidised, while bot­
tied cooking oil will be determined 
by market prices. 

It was reported that the ministry's 
enforcement division had seized 81 
metric tonnes of cooking oil worth 
RMS50,0QO from 38 premises from 
bet 21 to Monday. 

A total of 45 investigation papers 

have been opened for Various of~ 
fences, including hoarding ofcook­
ing oil and operating without a li­
cence. As of Tuesday, the ministry 
has inspected 39,544 premises na­
tionwide. 

On_whether any decision had been 
made to introduce bottled Sl!b­
sidised one-litre cooking oil, 
Hamzah said he was still gathering 

feedback from stakeholders as it 
would cost about 47 sen extra to 
bottle the subsidised cooking oil. 

Hamzah had also instructed his 
officers to report those who spread 
rumours on social media claiming 
that the price of liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) would cost RM7 more per 
cylinder next year. . 

"This irresponsible behaviour has 

durtng tlie 
ministry's 
monthly 
gathering in 
Putrajaya 
yesterday. Pic by 
Fariz lswadi 
Ismail 

caused uneasiness among the public 
and it has to stop," he said, adding 
that non-governmental organisa­
tions had also lodged four reports on 
the issue. 

Rubbishing the rumours, he said 
irresponsible parties· had intended 
to tarnish the good outcome of the 
2017 Budget. The current price is 
RM27 for 14kg. 

Malaysia 12th globally in English proficiency 
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has 
moved up two ranks from last year. 
to 12th place out of 72 countries 
in terms of English language pro7 
ficiency, according to a survey by 
EF English Proficiency Index (EF 
EPI). . ; 
. The report states that Malaysia 

has a high proficiency EF EPI Score 
of 60.70, which puts the country in 
second place out of 19 countries in 
Asia. 

·singapore clinched sixth place in 
· the rankings, making it the only 

Asian country in the top 10 list, 
which is dominated by European 
countries. 

The Philippines took l.3th spot 
after Malaysia, while India was 
ranked 22. Meanwhile, South Korea 
was ranked 27th while Hong Kong 
30th. 

The Netherlands took top spot 
overall. 

Malaysian women speak better 
English than the men, as found in 
almost all countries and age groups 
in the survey. This finding has been 
consistent across all EF EPI edi­
tions. 

Young adults, aged 18 to 25, have 
the strongest English language pro­
ficiency worldwide, although some 
countries have markedly different 
national trends. 

The report also found that Asian 
countries that had a historical re­
lationship with the British, like 
Hong Kong, India, Malaysia, Pak­
istan, the Philippines and Singa­
pore, tend to ha'{e good English pro­
ficiency as English is often used as 
one of the languages of government, 
a language of instruction in schools, 

and as a means of daily commu-

_ -~ ·-06) SJNG~f9A~, 63.52% ; 

nicationin social spheres. • • 
English proficiency, as concluded English language proficiency 

by the report, is a basic requirement c ... 1 R ki·-
i . · oun~nes an ngs n today's global economy. · · · · 

Mastery of a language is difficult 
and expensive, but parents and pro- , 

6033% 

fessionals understand the value _of u:. · -~· 60.7% 
~vesting in English language train- ® . . . ,. 
1ng. I • 

54.87% 

57.30% 

54.29% 

For an effective English language . 
education, the report listed best r·· 
practices. Among them is to con- . 
sider the English language with- I· - ---- -
in the framework . of broader -re- r' · 
forms. ' l 

"In countries with low education- ' l. .......... ,~_,._,., 

al attainment and high inequality, 
giving students access to at least a 
decade of quality public education; 
including instruction in English, in­
evitably leads to better English pro­
ficiency among .adults," the report 

54.06% 

52.94% 

stated. · 
Other best practices includ~ cul­

tivating a culture of multilingual­
ism; focusing on practical commu­
nication skills ·from day one over 
grammatical correctness; and lever­
aging technology and online learn­
ingtools. 

In its sixth edition, the EF EPI is 
.the wotld's largest-tanking of coun­
tries by adult English skills. 

Published annually, the EF EJ;>I 
is an important international 
benchmark for adult English 
proficiency which is gauged through 
an online test taken by 950,000 
adults last year and classified 
into . one of the six levels esta­
blished by the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Lan­
guages. 
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ARCiENTINA .u s 4 3l4l2l9 in Russia. Messian 
COUlM81A 12 ;S j 4151511 Messi curled home a stunning 30- after the 

PA~AGUAY 'U 4 J 5 ll 17 15 metre free-kick ·and set up goals for Messi 

PERU .12 ... 2 
"' l il 20 ),4 

Lucas Fratto and Angel DiMaria in a ers were 

BOUVIA 12 2 1 9 10 31 17 
3-0 win over Colombia in San Juan. by an AI 

-
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CONCACAF 

lfO~IJURAS l 1 TRI AD 

COSTA RICA 2 2 I) 0 6 0 6 

MEXICO . 1 l 0 ) 1 

PANAMA .2 1 l 0 1 0 4 

.IONDURAS i 1 (I .1 J 2 
TRINIDAD '2. 0 () ;; 1 5 0 

USA '} (J u 2 1 6 0 

I ASIA 

SkOQEA 2 1 UZBliCISTAN -CIIINA 0 D QATAR 
UlAN 0 0 

=-- ~-~~ 
RAN 5 3 

.>KOREA 

UZIJEI<ISTAN s· ~ 0 2 5 3 9 

SYRIA 'i 1 2 2 1 ? s 
QATAR s 1 1 3 3 s 4 
Cl·ttNA ~· 0 2 3 .. c, 1 
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JAPAN 2 1 · SARABIA 

lltAJLAND 2 l' ~.....USTRALIA 

UAE' 2 0 

:_·~~:.}.: ;Jl..JL_..'. 
SARABIA -~ 3 1 1 9 ::. 10 

JAPAN 5' 3 ] 1 ~ s lO 
AUSTRAUA !- 2 3 0 8 s· 9 

UAE ~ i i l 1 7 ti 9 

IRAQ ~ ·.:.. (I .. to 8 3 
-

HAllA Nil ~ 0 1 ,. 3 !l l Brazil's Renato Augusto (right) celebrates 
won 2-0. Reuters pic · 

Klinsmann stunned by < 
SAN JOSE: United States coach Ju­
rgen Klinsmann said his team's 4-0 
thrashing by Costa Rica was the 
most dispiriting loss of his reign ori 
Tuesday as he reflected on. back-to­
hack World Cup qualifying defeats. 

"It's definitely the defeat that 
hurts the most in my five years, for 
sure," a sombre Klinsmann admit­
ted after watching Costa Rica dis­
mantle his men on a sultry night at 
San Jose's Estadio Nacional. 

Arsenal's Joel Campbell scored 
twice in three second-half minutes 
after Johan Venegas and Christian 

Bolanos had put the 2014 World Cup 
quarter-finalists 2-0 ahead. 
· The drubbing, which followed a 

-shattering 2-1loss at home to Mexico 
in Columbus last Friday, leaves the 
United States bottom of the Con­
cacaf region's six-team final round 
of qualifiers for the 2018 World Cup. 

Although there are still plenty of 
points to play for with eight games 
remaining, Klinsmann admitted he 
had not anticipated failing to take a 
point from the opening two games. 

"It's a bitter moment for us. 
There's no doubt about it," Klins-

manns 
"We( 
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