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TIREEMalaysian universities made it 

o the top 100 in the recent results of 
imes Higher Education (THE) 2017 

BRICS & Emerging Economies University 
Rankings. Led byUniversiti PutraMalaysia 
(UPM) in joint 89th place, the other two uni­
versities are Universiti Teknologi Petronas 
(UTP) and Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 
(UTM). 

Former top universityUTMhasdropped 
44 placel! to joint lOOth place from last 
year's position due to its weak­
er research influence while 
UTP made it into the list this 
year to joint 91st place. 

Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings 
editor Phil Baty said: "Over­
all, Malaysia's performance 
in the table is mixed. Climb­
ing14 places, UPM's rise is due 
to improved performances Phil Baty 
around its research environ-
ment, research influence and 
attraction of international talent." 

Malaysia is represented by seven uni­
versities in the rankings this year- among 
300 institutions from 41 countries - up 
from only four last year. The other four uni­
versities that made into the list are Univer­
siti Sains Malaysia, Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia, Universiti Utara Malaysia and 
Universiti Teknologi MARA. 

Baty said: "We only rank the very best 
institutions in the THE 2017 BRICS & 
Emerging Economies Rankings so we con- · 
gratulate all universities who have made 
this year's top 300 list." 

China and India are the main winner~ 
in the rankings of the best universities in 
emerging economies. Chinese institutions 
dominate, taking six of the top 10 places­
led by Peking University (1st) and Tsinghua 
University (2nd) - and 52 in the ranking 
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UPM rises in 
varsities ranking 
AMONGTH£ BEST: UTP and UTM also represented in 
the BRICS and Emerging Economies list this year 

overall, the highest den­
sity of leading institu­
tions in the developing 
world. 

"Malaysia will also 
have to watch out for China's 
continuing ascent. The Asian 
giant takes 52 - or more than 
one in six- places inthe top 
300; 44 of these make the top 

200, five more than last year. Meanwhile, 
six Chinese universities make the elite top 
10, includl.ngFudan University, which rose 
11 places to reach sixth place this year," he 
added. 

Universities from Latvia, Tunisia, Bul­
garia, Croatia, Northern Cyprus, the Phil­
ippines and Sri Lanka enter the rankings 
thisyear. · 

"This is the most competitive BRICS and 
emerging economies rankings to date with 
universities across 50 countries assessed; 
Malaysian institutions will have to run 
faster just to stand still in this list in future 
years." Baty said. . 

This ranking uses 13 rigorous and 
demanding performance indicators to 
examine the core missions of the modern 
global university. Institutions must demon­
stratehigh standards of performance across 
'teaching, research, in,ternational outlook 
and knowledge transfer and compete with 
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. NR: Not previous!Y ranked 

other leading research universities across 
emerging economy countries. BRICS is the 
acronym for the association of five major 

·emerging national economies, namely Bra-
zil. Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

For full results and analysis go to: 
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/ 
world -university-rankings/2017 /brics­
and-emerging-economies-univenlity­
rankings 

Customised to meet demands 
A RECORD number of254 students gradu­
ated at the 8th convocation ofiNCEIF, rep­
resenting the university's largest since its 
inception in 2005. 

Among this year's graduates are .stu­
dents from Muslim-minority countries, 
including Italy, US and Japan. 

They are joined by graduates from Sin­
gapore and Indonesia as well as from the 
Gulf, Central Asia and African nations. 
The increasing diversity of INCEI.F stu­
dents affirms INCEIF's role in developing 
world-class talent for the global Islamic 
financial services industry and reinforces 
Malaysia's position as the global hub for 
the industry. 

Joining the ceremony were 31 partici­
pants who undertook the Certificate in_ 
Islamic Finance (CIF) programme con­
ducted by INCEIF, as well as five partici­
(>ants of the Professional Certificate in 
Islamic Finance. 

The CIF programme was conducted 
;pecifically for staff of regulatory bodies 
ncluding from Bank Negara Malaysia 
~nd Securities Commission Malaysia. It 

a modular programme, accredited by 
he Finance Accreditation Agency withan · 
mphasis on the Shariah, legal and regu­
atory aspects covering Islamic Finance. 
is designed for working individuals to 

1st-track them in these areas. 
In acknowledgment of their academic 

~tcellence, the recipients for the Presi.-

dent's Award are: Alaa Alaabed, 'of Bah­
rain, for PhD in Islamic Finance; Rosana 
Guizar Mohd, of Singapore, for MSc in 
Islam:ic Finance; and Foo Toon Yin, of 
Malaysia, for Masters in Islamic Finance 
Practice. · 

The graduates receivedtheir scrolls 
from INCEIF Chancellor Tan Sri Dr Zeti 
At<htar Aziz. 

In his speech at the convocation cer­
emony, INCEIF president and CEO Daud 
Vicary Abdullah said at INCEIF, "we see 
our Alumni as agents of change and the 
catalysts for innovation, not only in the 
Islamic financial services arena, but also 
in contributing towards building a sustain­
able community and an Islamic economy. 

"The continuing success ofthese stu" 
dents will be a reflection of INCEIF's on­
goingjourney. to be a globally recognised 
university of high repute for postgraduate 
studies in Islamic financ~. It is all about 
making an impact. Every day every one of 
us has the ability to make change happen," 
he added. 

This year's graduation takes the num­
ber ofiNCEIF alumni to a total of 1,332. 

The INCEIF academic programmes are 
customised to. meet the changing demands 
of business, offering practical work experi­
ence and classroom-based theory at every 
level, up to scholars of international stand­
ing at PhD level. 
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Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz (left) handing out 
the scroll to Foo Toon Yin, the best student for 
Masters in Islamic Finance Practice. 

2009, a number of INCEIF alumni have 
been singled out to participate in or lead 
Islamic finance initiatives such as the 
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