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Not enough-trained 
staff for fire dept 

KL City Hall 
pays more due 
to project delays 

PERFORMANCE 

AFFECTED: 

Equipment needing 
skills and mechanics 
left unutilised or 
unrepaired 

KUAlA LUMPUR 

A N insufficient number of 
trained personnel to handle 
vehicles and machinery was 

cited as one of the deficiencies in 
the Fire And Rescue Department. 

An audit check by the Auditor­
General's Office last year showed 
that 21.8 per cent (12) out of the 55 
fire stations audited did not have 
enough trained personnel and 160 
positions were left vacant. 

The insufficient number of per­
sonnel affected the department's 
overall service delivery and per­
formance. 

+ The report said this' had also 
caused the department to fail in 
fully utilising its equipment, es­
pecially those requiring trained 
skills. 

At the same time, there were 
reports of an insufficient number 
of mechanics to conduct repair and 
maintenance work on the vehicles 
and machinery. 

From 2009 till last year, the de­
partment spent RMl.005 billion on 
vehicles and machinery and an­
other RM206.76 million was spent 
on the maintenance of the vehicles 
and machinery. 

The audit check in September 

AM 

Age of vehicles and machinery of INFOGRAPHIC: NSl 

Fkeand~~t I 

Are Engines 185 100 21 64 i 
Special ill 72 26 13 i 
machinery i ' 
Utility vehicles 444 182 194 68 1 

Ma1nevetides 154 122 30 2 , ~ 
Other vehicles 5 . 2 1 ' 2 l 
lotal 899 478 272 145 4 · ~ 
Precentage 100 53 30 16 1 i 
*Note: TM - Vehicle with no information 1 
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last year also found that damaged 
machinery was left unused and 
there was evidence suggesting that 
no action was taken to repair the 
items. . 

The department replied that the 
items listed in the report had been 
send for repair and fully utilised 
earlier this year, while the rest were 
sen.t for disposal. . 

. Checks also showed that the de­
partment's Bertam airbase, built at 
a cost of RM43.56 million and 
handed over to them in November 
2009, was yet to be fully oper­
ational. There were also damage, in 
particular to the hangar building 
and landing area. . 

Further checks showed that the 
department only filled 66 per cent 
of the vacancies for its pilot, air 
crew and other personnel comple­
ment of 64 personnel. 

In addition, there were only 12 
pilots/crew members available to 

fly the department's aircraft com­
pared with the required 28. 

Between 2001 and last year, the 
department spent RM15.27 million 
on courses for its 25 trainees .. 

However, as of November last 
year, only 19 trainees (76 per cent) 
had begun working with the de­
partment, with the rest still un­
dergoing training. 

Meanwhile, Urban Wellbeing, 
Housing and Local Government 
Minister, Datuk Abdul Rahman 
Dahlan said he had taken note of 
the auditor-general's comments on 
his·m'inistry. 

"I have asked the relevant de­
partments to upload their answers 
for public view. 

"As a former member of Public 
Accounts Committee, I am con" 
cerned about the weaknesses 
shown in my ministry's perfor­
mance last year. We will rectify and 
improve." 
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KUAlA WMPUR: The 2012 Auditor- tailing RM655,600 for the delays on 
General's report discovered several Sept 28, 2010. 
weaknesses in management of The project, supposed to cost RM7 
recreational facilities by Kuala million, ended with DBKL having to 
Lumpur City H311 (DBKL). incur RM2.32 million in additional 

The audit revealed that four of five cost. It had to conduct repairs and 
projects undertaken by DBKL were improvement works as the construc­
not completed on time, with some tion carried out by the contractor 
contractors given up to three exten- did not meet with specifications. 
sions of up to two years. The auditor was also unhappy 

The delays were attributed to re- with the entry route to the recre­
delineation and re-measurement of ational park in Taman Kerinchi, 
project sites, accessibility and issues which was described as unsatisfac­
involving squatters and places of tory and narrow. The park, costing 
worship. There were also • RM3 million, was also 10-

problems in mO?iliSiri.g ~ [ • '\2. ~ -\'" ! cated next to a cemet;ry. 
workers and machmery. ~ !L-...... ~ For the RMl7.25 nullion 

The four projects, worth l . . ! city orchard park in Kam-
RM40 million, which ~ i.IJJa' : pungDelima,itwasfound 
were only comPlet. ed after f ~ . :\ \ that the contractor was 
delays, included develop- ~ ~ appointed through direct 
ment of Taman Dusun l : negotiation, without ap-
Bandar (City Orchard ~ i~ITOR : proval from the Finance 
Park) in Jalan Bellamy in ! ; j Ministry. 
~pung D;lima; T~an 1 =~ s 1 The audit also. discov-
KeJlranan Air Panas 10 Se- : ........................... : ........ .... : ered that the project had 
tapak; development of a swayed from its original 
recreational park in Bukit Kerinchi, objective, which was to set up a pub­
Lembah Pantai (Phase 1); and main- lic park within fruit orchards for vis­
tenance and landscaping in the city. itors to learn about local fruits. 
. . The other project, involving de- Of the trees planted, 573 trees (22.7 
velopment and upgrading works on per cent) of the total 2,528 trees were 
Taman Tasik Titiwangsa, costing local fruits trees. The remaining 
RM2.92 million, was completed on were just forest or wild fruit trees. 
time on JuneS, 2009. The report stated that' the project 

The contractor for the project in contractor, Zikhtar Associates Sdn 
Setapak, Iqtiqad Maju Sdn Bhd Bhd (ZASB), and its landscape ar­
(IMSB), was supposed to complete chitect consultant, Golden Green 
the project on Sept 27, 2010, but only Associates Sdn Bhd (GGASB), did 
finished the job on July 22, 2011. not have expertise in developing a 

During tht! construction, IMSB fruit orchard. 
was served nine warning letters and ZASB had experience in planting 
three "Kerja Tidak Siap" (work not and cutting grass, while GGASB's 
completed) notifications. The con- projects were limited to golf 
tractor was slapped with fines to- courses. 
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Cameron Highl. : 

Genting HighL 
JohorBaru 

KotaBaru 

Kota Kinabalu 
Kuala Lumpur 
Kuehlng 
Langkawi 

Malacca 
Penang 
Port Dickson 

Redang 

. Friday 
AM PM .. MAX l .AM PM MIN MAX 

16 24 . .:' 16 24 
16 24 
24 33 
24 33 

2S 33 
25 33 
24 34 
26 31 
25 33 
25 32 
is 33 
25 32 
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o 
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16 24 
24 32 
24 33 

25 33 
25 33 
24 33 
26 32 
24 32 
25 32 
25 33 
25 32 

Bangkok 

Beijing 
Hanoi 

Too\ ; Tomorrow 
\.11/1: ~.AX ! M<'j :o1AX 

25 31- ' 24 31 

17 23 : II 23 
21 23 22 24 

Hong Kong 26 30 l 27 32 
Jakarta 25 33' 2S 33 
Manila 
Makkah . 
New Delhi 
Seoul 
Singapore 
Taipei 
Tokyo 

24 29 24 29 
28 42 19 42 
25 32 25 31 
17 25 18 27 

26 31 26 31 
26 30 25 30 
22 24 : 22 26 

Amsterdam 
Auckland 

Cairo 
Dublin 
Frankfurt 
Johannesburg 

London 
Los Angeles 

Moscow 
New York 

PariS 
Sydney 

7 16 8 17 . 
13 17 l 13 17 
20 31 21 31 

13 16 l 14 17 
4 14 . . 4 14 

6 20 
13 18 

· 16 26 
1 4 

13 23 
IS 21 
17 29 

9 22 

15 19 
IS 25 
-1 4 
IS 26 
16 21 
13 26 
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