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THE Education Ministry, under 
Malaysia Education Blueprint 
2013-2025, is targeting 

universal enrolment and preschool for 
5+ year old children in orderto provide 
all children with an equal headstart 
through access to preschool. 

Deputy Director of School 
Management Division, Aminudin 
Adam, said a strong foundation in 
early education is important to ensure 
children start schooling on the right 
footing. 

He stressed that it was imperative 
for parents to realise the need to focus 
on their children's early childhood 
education. "Early childhood education 
is the building block of education as 
this is where future human capital is 
shaped and moulded: 

Emphasising that preschool 
education is one of the main agenda 
in Malaysia's development, Aminudin 
said th'e government had included it as 
part of the National Key Result Areas 
(NKRA) since the implementation of 
the first Government Transformation 
Plan (GTP) in 2010. 

In order to enhance educational 
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excellence, the government, in the 
2014 Budget allocated RM530 million 
for the preschool programme and 
increased the number of preschools 
by 95. This involves 78 preschools in 
national schools and 17 in Chines~ 
vernacular schools. 

. "The Education Act 1996 allows 
children between the age of 4 to 
6 to enjoy the benefits of going to 
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preschool regardless of their family 
income and ethnicity.ltalso includes 
children with special education needs," 
Aminudin said. 

He added that the ministry provides 
several incentives to ensure the 
improvements of preschool·education 
system in Malaysia. 

"The .incentives given are such as, 
preshool fees for family per capita 
income of RM500 and below for 
children attending private preschool, 
launching grant of RMI0,000 for 
nursery operators (underThe Social 
Welfare Department) and increase 
meal grants in government preschool 
to RM2 in. the peninsula (previously 
RMl.80) and RM2.25 in Sabah, 
Sarawak and WP Labuan (previously 
RM2.05)," Aminudin said. 
. He also said that another strategy to 

further improve preschool education 
system in Malaysia is to make early 
childhood education accessible and to 
every child. 
. "More parents have realised 
the need to send their children to 
preschool based on the increase of 
preschool enrolment between the 
years 2009 to 2012. 

"In 2009, we had a total of 693,025 
(67 per cent) children enrolled in both 
government and private pre-schools in 

the country and in 2012, we saw an 
increase to 80.5 per cent (768,145)," 
Aminudin said. 

He added that the ministry had ~et 
a target of achieving 88 per cent of 
enrolment forthis year, 90 per centfor 
2014, and 92 per cent for 2015. 

"The enrolment for both 
government and private pre-schools 
until Nov 4 is already 80 per cent 
(783,685) and we are hoping to reach 
our set target forthis year, which is·88 
per cent," he said. 

There are. a total of23,Ol7 pre
schools in the country with pre
schools under the Education Ministry 
(5,996); KEMAS pre-schools (8,466) 
and National Unity and Integration 
Department kindergartens (1,782). 

He further explained that our 
education system is at par with other 
developed countries. 

Aminudin said that early childhood 
education plays an important role in 
developing children's psychology, 
emotion, social and intellect growth. 

"I hope that all parents will realise 
that their children need to be in 
preschool since it is vital for them 
to get a headstart in early childhood 
education for children tend to observe 
an absorb more information at that 
age," Aminudin concluded ... 
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