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Fatimah turns hero·ine 
Unheralded -Kedahan wins in Mardiana's absence .,. 

........J KEDAH's Siti Fatimah Ismail scored . 
an emotional win in the women's 
mountain bike cross country race ~t 
the Pauh Putra track. 

Kedah were banking on hot 
favourite Mardiana Mohd Radzi, 
the silver medallist at the 2012 
Pahang Sukma, to land the gold 
yesterday. 

But Mardiana had a fall during 
the BMX race on Sunday and was 
ruled out from yesterday's race 
with a dislocated shoulder. 

The 21-year-old Fatimah, unher
alded in the mountain bike frater
nity, duly shouldered Kedah's chal
lenge in the race. She won the 
20km race in 1'12:26. 

Team-mate Siti Nur Adibah Akma 
Mohd Fuad grabbed the silver in 
1'12:56 while Noor Fadilah Saiedin 
of Sarawak finished third in 
1'14:31. 

"Mardiana was supposed to ride. 
So, this win is for her," said Fatimah 
who broke into tears with Mardiana 
and the rest of her Kedah team
mates at the finish line. 

The men's 28km race was won 
by Terengganu's Mohd Zulhafiz 
Saipuddin. The 2012 Pahang Sukma 
bronze medallist clocked 1'20:11 to 
win the gold. Sabahan Alvin Leong 
grabbed the silver in 1'23:41 while 
Sarawak's Garry Tay clocked 
1 '25:22 for the bronze. 

The 20-year-old Zulhafiz credited 
his win to a month-long intense 
training camp with South-East 
Asian mountain bike legend 
Chandra Ariavijaya of Indonesia in 
Bandung last month. 
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THE STAR 'A' TEAM 

REPORTERS: AFT AR SINGH, LOGANATH VELLOO, SHAMSHUL 
FITRI, K, RAJAN and ASHREENA PILLAI 

PIXMEN: AHMAD IZZRAFIQ ALIAS, FAIHAN GHANI 
and GARY CHEN 

"I'm ~o happy that everything I 
did to prepare for this paid off. 
After failing to win the gold in my ' ~ _ __, ._.. !" J4: • · - :•·· ' 1 • J>-

first try (2012 in Pahang}, I'm glad I Gutsy rider: Kedah's Siti Fatimah Ismail (left} on her way to win the women's mountain bike cross country event in Putra 
made it this time," said Zulhafiz. Pauh, Perlis, yesterday. 
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Raja Perlis 
sets off a 
glittering 
start to 
!ilb.~~Ys~,121!. 
THE eagerly-anti~ipated 17th 
Sukma OAalaysia Games) got off to 
a glittering start at the Stadium 
Tuanku Syed Putra here. 

The opening,,...i:eremony, which 
was officiated by the Raj~erUs 
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Jamalullail 
last night, featured a four -themed 
celebration of history, · evolution, 
art and colours. 

Five former and current Perlis 
athletes, led by Afizal Abu Othman 
(tennis), Badrul Hisham Basri 
(rugby), Nusairi Musa (cycling), 
Azhar Ismail (softball), Ibrahim 
Saad (football}, Mustaf Ibrahim 
(athletics), Mohd Faiz Musa 
(weightlifting) and. Sukma secre
tariat sub-commitee chairman 
Jamil Saad took turns to carry the 
torch. 

The Raja Perlis was then given 
the honour of placing the torch into 
a transparent box on a p·edestal. 
Immediately there was a beam of 
light flashing across the pitch 
towards the Games' cauldron, set
ting it alight to signify the opening 
of the Garnes. · 

The ceremony was a creative 
blend ·of reality and fantasy that 
was a feast for the eyes and the 
mind as the incorporation of the 
elements of light and sound, art 
and colour gave the Game~ the 
much sought-after wow factor. 

This year's edition, from May 
24 to June 4, will feature more 
than 5,000 athletes from all 13 

· Malaysian states as well as the 
Federal Territories and Brunei 
Darussalam. 

They will be competing in a total 
of 396 events offering 1,265 med
als. 

Terengganu, the overall champi
ons in 2008, 2010, 2011 and 2012, 
are now leading the medal tally. 

The East Coast state has amassed 
17 medals - 10 golds, four silvers 
and three bronzes - from canoeing, 
cycling and karate. 


