PRESIDENT'S CORNER -

Stand Up Tall and Be Counted
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“If wou stand for nothing, you will fall for anything.”
— Unknown

THE quote aboveis so true, isn't t?

Forsometime, | havewished that all our memberswould
tise upand quit being part of the silent rmajority. Many of us
are content with rerely being present at |EM meetings and
events. Few makethe effort to stand up and be counted.

FPerhaps some of you are shy about woicing out your
opinions but that does not mean you cannot be part of IEM's
rmany voices. ¥You can always e-mail IER leaders or write to
us and share your thoughts with us.

The topics you raise need not be technical ones only;
socio-economic issues are closely connected to what we
do as engineers. The way we solvethese issues would be
the prime-mover of national development.

Then there are those who are afraid to woice out what
they think, for fear of offending others. | am not asking you
to bulldoze your way through the meeting — your opinions
should e thoughtful, rational and considered.

As long as your thoughts are not personal or directed
at anyone, | do not see why we should not welcome your
opinions with open ears.

Don't get rme wrong. | am not seeking inteligent, out-
of-this-world ideas. At the very [east, | hope to see healthy
dizcussion and debates going on. Brainstorming  often
produces the best kind of results in our planning.

There may also be some who feel they don't have
something to say (reqularly ] — in this case, the quote above
comes to mind.

It's hard to imagine that people do not have thoughts
and opinions about things they havea passion for. Ifweare
passionate about engineering and how it can develop the
community we live in, we wil be constantly thinking about
hiow to better  or at least sit down with other people to
discuss how we can play our part.

Don't justdo nothing 25 this can create the impression
that you do not care. If | am wrong about this, pleaseaccept
my apologies. | hope that my words will be taken in good
Spirt.

For far too long, it has been my wish to awaken the
passion in every member of IEM — so that everyone will
play an active role instead of just @ seled few. |EM is, after
all, about you.

| hope memBers will take my words to heart. At future
rmeetings, | sincerely hope to see many more stand up and
be counted! @
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