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A short stay at the top: Hussein Onn waving to supporters during the'l97B campaign. He stepped 
down in 1981 

R EAOlNG to student unrest and involve
ment in politics, Education Minister Tun 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad ordered the clo

sure of the Universiti Malaya campus. 
The Universities and University Colleges 

Act was passed and public rallies were 
banned. 

After the ban, political parties went house
to-house canvassing for votes. 

Barisan National emerged victorious again. 
.Following a crisis in Kelantan in 1977, PAS 
was wiped out and was later expelled from 
Barisan, which would rule the state until 
1990. 

On July 15, 1981, Tun Hussein Onn chaired 
his last Cabinet meeting. 

The next day Dr Mahathir was sworn 
in as Malaysia's fourth Prime Minister. He 
announced his Cabinet two days later, with 
Tun Musa Hitam as his deputy. Musa had 
defeated Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah for the 
number two post in Umno, with Dr Mahathir 
uncontested, as successor to Hussein. 

The 1968 ban on Dr Mahathir's controver
sial book, The Malay Dilemma, was lifted after 
he became Prime Minister and it went on to 

become a best seller, 
Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi entered 

politics upon his father's death. In 1978, he 
was elected MP for Kepala Batas, the seat his 
father held until 1974; 

DAP continued to retain the support of 
the Chinese electorate with lim Kit Siang as 
Opposition leader. 
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Greater comfort now 
with new Firefly planes 
MAlAYSIAN air travellers can look forward 
to flying in a more improved and comfort
ahle new regional airliner ATR 72-600s, with 
Firefly, on their next trip. 

"Beginning June, the company will gradually 
'take delivery of20 brand new series of the Am 
72-6OOs which boast cutting edge turboprop 
technologies. 

"Operating from Subang, the perfect touch 
point for travellers, Firefly has a valuable 
opportunity to expand its operations further 
and facilitate travel that focuses on ease and 
convenience," said'FireFly Sdn BM in a state
ment, yesterday. 

Currently, Firefly operates with a fleet of 12 
Am 72-500 turboprop aircraft out of Penang 
and Subang, to destinations within peninsular 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore. 

Marking its sixth year in the industry this 
April 2013, with its new cabin crew look, 
Firefly, a wholly-owned-subsidiary of Malaysia 
Airlines (MAS), has taken pride in servicing sec
ondary routes on a point -to-point basis provid
ing incredible value at compatible fares. 

"With such a wide range of services offered 
by the industry it was crucial for Firefly to 
identify, select and package a range of services 
as key to differentiate itself to passengers. 

'11le choice of service offered by Firefly sits 
mid-way in the spectrum where it offers full 
service airline features such as free baggage 
allowance and complimentary in-flight refresh
ments while maintaining cost effectiveness like 
a low-cost, no frills airlines: it said. 

According to the statement, these offer
ings have proven very appealing to a wide 
cross-section of the air traveller market which 
includes the executive business traveller as 
well as the discerning cost -conscious leisure 
traveller. 

'11le airline's mission is to strengthen its 
network footprint by offering exceptional serv
ice and sustaining profitability above industry 
average which it has succeeded in so far. 

"While the airline continues to dominate the 
secondary routes, it also take pride in aligning 
its business model and work culture to social 
conscience: it said. 
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Pr.tty In 
orang.: 
Firefly air 
hostesses in 
their new 
uniform 


