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PETALING JAYA: Maersk Line, the 
global market leader for container 
shipping, expects its recent move to 
remove a substantial capacity from 
the Asia-Europe (AE) trade lanes to 
not have any impact on its Malaysian 
shipping services. . 

Maersk Line managing director for 
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei 
Bjame Foldager told StarBiz that 
there would be no impact to Maersk 
Line's flagship Daily Maersk product 
and it would continue to deliver 
absolute reliability with Daily 
Maersk transportation time promise 
from Tanjung Pelepas of 26-days. 

"Our customers tell us that with 
Daily Maersk they are able to make 
substantial savings in their supply 
chain, among other things, by reduc
ing buffer stock and operating just in 
time. . 

"Customer shipping from other 
parts of Malaysia can also enjoy the 
superior reliability by using the 
extensive feeder network connect
ing to Tanjung Pelepas. 

"We will also continue to have our 
dedicated feeder services from Port 
Klang Northport, Penang, Kuaritan 
and East Malaysia ports." he said. 

It was recently · reported by 
Bloomberg that AP. Moeller-Maersk 
A/S, would remove 19 ships from 
Asia-Europe trade lanes in a bid to 
bolster rates as demand slumped. 

Bloomberg said Maersk would per
manently scrap the AES service; 
which employed eight vessels, and 
halt the AE9 operations, which has 
11 vessels, until early December, 

Foldager said further to the 9% 
capacity reductions it had made ear
lier this year, this recent decision 
would bring the total capacity reduc
tion on Maersk Line's Asia-Europe 
network to 21% this year. 

On· the rationale for the move,' 
Foldager explained that he expected 
a 3% ~lump on the Asia-Europe con
tainer trades this year and they were 
taking steps to adjust to this without 
reducing its market position. 'Total 
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Daily Maersk truck on London bridge. Foldager says the service allows customers 
to make substantial savings in their supply chain, among other things, by reducing 
buffer stock and operating just in time. . 

trade volume has declined and the competitiverange of services on this 
outlook for the economies of Europe trade," he said. 
and Asia remains weak." The Asia-Europe trade lane is one 

He added that at this juncture, it of the most important shipping lanes . 
would be too early to comment on that connects the East and the West. 
their intentions of the ships (that But, since the global economic crisis 
would be taken off). in late 2008, the trade lane has been 

"Our focus now is to reshuffle the sailing in stormy weather in terms of 
service network to strike a balance freight rates and demand. This is 
between supply and demand. further compounded by a slew of 

"And where commercially appro- excess capacity -that flooded the 
priate, Maersk Line will consider market as a result of earlier orders 
additional opportunities to reduce stemming from previous bull run of 
capacity and look for slow-steaming the sector prior to 2008. 
opportunities. Closer to home, the country's big-

"Maersk Line will continue to pro- gest shipping company, MISC Bhd, 
vide customers with a broad and -' had earlier restructured its liner 
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business in January 2010 when it got 
out of the Far East-Europe trade 
services to re-focus on an intra-Asian 
model.. 
. It then decided to cease its liner 

operations late last year due to com
petitive and saturated operating 
conditions as capacity had over
flowed even into the intra-Asia 
trade. 

On the outlook, Foldager said the 
European Union and US trade vol
umes . continued to stagnate below 
the pre-crisis level that preceded the 
2008 peak. The overall picture for 
the outlook for the shipping industry 
remained challenging for the rest of 
the year. 

. "But, we would like to maintain 
market share through sustainable 
rates by offering value-added serv
ice to our .customers. This respect, 
. we will continue to be respoIJsible 
and adjust our capacity to match the 
demand and thereby maintain our 
market share," he said. 
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Azlan: 'The portJs reducing the 
inefficient use of energy: 

PTP is Green 
Termi·nal 
Operator of 
the Year 
TANJUNG PELEPA5: The Port of 
Tanjung Pelepas (PfP) was named 
the winner of the· 2012 Frost & 
Sullivan Asia Pacific "Green Terminal 
Operator of the Year" as part of the 
Frost & SuUivanAnniIal Best Practices. 
Awards which identify exemplary 
achievements within a multitude of 
industries and functional disci
plines. 

PfP deputy chief executive office 
Azlan Shahrim accepted the award 
on behalf of the company at the 
awards ceremony held in Singapore 
recently. 

Azlan said it was indeed an hon
our to accept this award, which was 
a result of the collective efforts of 
our employees. 

"They have done a remarkable job 
. to help PfP reduce our environmen
tal and energy footprint using sus
tainable business processes," he said 
yesterday. 

The Green Excellence Awards 
were presented to companies that 
demonstrate significant progress in 
enhancing long-term sustainability 
and m~magjng the environmental 
impact of their operations, resulting 
in measurable improvements in 
their overall environmental per-
formance. . 

"It is a privilege to celebrate the 
commitment and success of the 
award recipients in their efforts to 
care for the environment," . said 
Manoj Menon, Partner arid Asia
Pacific Managing Director, Frost & 
Sullivan. Awards recipients were 
evaluated, among others, based on 
their social impact, overall market 
growth and penetration as well as 
overall industry impact. 

Azlan said with more than 8,000 
vessel calls and handling over 7.5 
million twenty-foot equivalent units 
last year, and expected to further 
increase this year, the demand for 
energy demand in the port was con
siderable. 

"So reducing the amount of diesel 
fuel consumed and lowering carbon 
dioxide emissions continue to be a 
high priority," he said. 

Going fOlWard, PfP will continue 
its efforts to preserve the environ
ment by combating pollution and 
reducing waste. Beyond the major 
focus on fuel usage, the port is redut
ing· the inefficient use of energy, 
recycling where possible and con
tinuously investing in new equip
ment and implementing new tech
niques to make. their operational 
practices more planet-friendly. 


