
You don't 
want to 
save lives? 
STRANGE AnITUDE: It 
is somewhat ironic 
that road users are 
opposing the very 
system that can save 
their lives and that 
of their loved ones 

D 
ATUK Solah Mat Has
san flew back from 
Mecca a week ago right 
into the Automated, 
Enforcement System 

(AES) storm. It was while he was 
away that the AES got caught in a 
crossfire between its proponents 
and detractors. 

I sat with the Road Transport 
Department director-general to try 
to understand what this AES is all 
about. I'm glad I got hold of him 
because he gave such a clear ex
planation about what the system 
was all about. ' 

And if you listen well to his ex
planation, you will fmd that it is 
difficult, if not impossible, to dis
agree with him. Mind you, Solah 
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got to the top of RTD having spent 
his life doing road transport work. 

In the course of his work, he has 
seen numerous accidents and was 
trying to figure out what could be 
done to reduce them, especially the 
fatal ones. The figures speak for 
themselves: Malaysia's road fatal
ities ranked as one of the highest in 
the world, a record we certainly are 
not proud of. ' 

According to the world Road 
Safety Annual Report for last year, 
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we recorded almost 25 deaths per 
100.000 population in 2010. This is 
way ahead of that for the United 
Kingdom, Japan, Germany; Italy, 
the United States, France, Aus
tralia,Sweden and Switzerland. 
These countries registered fatal ac~ 
cidents of fewer than 10, some even 
lower than five, per 1O0,000! . 

Yes, these countries do have the 
automated enforcement system in 
place, using a variety of them, all 
with one common aim - to reduce 
road fatalities. Say what you like, 
they have succeeded in curbing 
road tragedies. 

Solah gave a frightening picture 
of the state of accidents. The total 
number of road deaths in Malaysia 
last year was 6,877 - big enough to 
fill at least 14 Airbus A380. 

If you add these deaths over a 10-
year period, the number can easily 
fill Old Trafford, the home of 
Manchester United. ' 
Sol~'s explanation goes back 

many years ago. The cabinet had in 
fact decided in 2006 to embark on a 
new five-year road safety plan. 

The plan would cover education, 
enforcement, engineering and the 

environment. 
Searching-and putting in place a 

state-of-the-art technology was 
part of that plan. Mind you, even 
Thailand and Vietnam have intro
duced a similar system. 

The arguments for the AES are 
many. Last week, I wrote about the 
AES, too, saying that the system 
should be supported and that the 
proponents must work quickly to 
get the public to buy into the idea. 

If the public had been thoroughly 
informed about the system and its 
clear benefits, no right-thinking 
person would oppose it. 

Enter Selangor Menteri Besar 
Tan Sri Abdul Khalid Ibrahim. 
Khalidwas given a briefing on 
Thursday by Solah on the AES .. 

For reasons best known to him, 
Khalid said the state' government 
would not allow the AES to be 
enforced in the state. 

I find this a bit strange, to say the 
least. If there is already a proven 
system that can help reduce ac
cidents, especially fatal ones, why 
would the chief executive of a state 
oppose it? He doesn't want to save 
life and limb? 

Police figures show that fatal ' 
road accidents in Selangor have 
stayed above the 1,000 mark for 
two years running in 2010 and last 
year. In 2009, the number was al
most 1,000. 

I don't think the Johor govern
ment woulci object to the AES be
cause it has the highest recorded 
number of fatalities on our roads. 
In fact, Johor · should lead by ex
ample and ask that the AE~ cam
eras be immediately installed in 
the state. (For the record, Johor's 
road fatalities have been above 
1,000 for three years running -
2009, 2010 and last year.) . 

It is abundantly clear that a holis
tic road safety campaign should be 
launched immediately. Road users, 
by and large, are sensible people 
(except for· those who travel at 
80kph and hog the overtaking 
lane). 

It. is somewhat ironic that road 
users are opposing the very system 
that can Save their lives and that of 
their loved ones. Explain the de
tails to the public and they will tum 
around to support it. 

ahmadtSl@gmail.com 

Facts about US polls you didn't know 
CHANGING PATTERNS: The share of Hispanic 
and black votes rose, leading'to Barack 
Obama .trouncing Mitt Romney 
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INCE this may be my last 
column about the 2012 
elections., let's have some 

l f~n: Al1o~ me to arm you 

nately, the balance of states polled 
tilted heavily toward those won by 
President Obama. Of the 25 states 
Obama won, exit polls were con-

MY analysis of the 2008 election 
found that even if every black per
son in America had stayed home on 
Election Day, Obama would still 
have won the presidency. That's 
because the white vote and His
panic vote were strong enough to 
push him over the needed 270 
votes to win the Electoral College. 

This year is a different story. This 
year, his path to victory required a 
broader coalition. 

against voter suppression laws, 
bringing more minorities to the 
polls, not fewer. 

The share of Hispanic voters rose 
in many states won byObama. 
That can be attributed both to the 
surging Hispanic population in the 
country and to the Obama cam
paign's incredible get-out-the-vote 
operation. It is less clear why the 
blac.k vote held steady or grew in 
manv of those tates. In Ohh fOT 

Without the 
Democratic black 
vote joining with· 
that of liberal whites 
and Hispanics on 
Tuesday, Obama 
would Jilcplu noWt 


