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SINGAPORE: BLPL Singapore, a whol
ly-owned subsidiary of Transworld 
Group Singapore, one of East Asia's 
fastest growing shipping and logistics 
companies, has commenced two 
dedicated container vessel services. 

The first· service will involve 
Singapore/Port Klang':Port of Yangon 
in Myanmar and second service 
involved Singapore/Port Klang
Kolkatta/Haldia/Paradip I/Singapore/ 
PoIt Klang-Port of Yangon, Myanmar 

Using Singapore and Port Klang as 
transhipment hubs, the company will 

o 

BLPL starts 2 dedicated· container services 
operate fixed day weekly services in 
and out of the Port of Yangon MIP 
terminal to facilitate and connect 
cargo from and to the· Indian subcon
tinent, South Asia, the Far East, the 
Middle East and EaSt Africa. 

Myanmar, which has recentlYo 
opened up to foreign markets, is 
expected to be the fastest growing 
economy in the Asia region. 

According to IE Singapore, bilateral -

trade between Singapore and 
Myanmar had grown more than 50% 
over the last decade, amounting to 
S$I.63billast year. 

The republic is Myanmar's fourth 
largest trading partner and sixth larg
est investor. 

Concurrently, BLPL will also facili
tate and connect cargo to and from 
the east coast of India via the Port of 
Kolkata/Haldia/Paradip, major gate-

··Ians x 

way ports for the north east corridor 
of India and the land-locked coun
tries like Nepal and Bhutan. 

BLPL, which owns and operates a 
growing container fleet of IS,OOO 
TEUs, will be able to cater to custom
ers' various needs with its supply of 
reefer units. (temperature control
led) and special containers that can 
carry odd-sized and project cargo. 

BLPL vic~-president Anand 
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CEO: This will help ride over expected headwinds facing industry 
PORT KLANG: Northport (M) Bhd, 
one of the main maritime gateways 
in the country, believes that its port 
capacity-expansion plans will be the 
catalyst to. ride over the expected 
headwinds that may hit the industry 
going forward. 

This is because as a seasoned play
er, the wholly-owned subsidiary of 
NCB Holdings Bhd has survived and . 
withstood quite a number of eco- ' 
nomic downturns in the past by 
equipping itself with risk manage
ment strategies that have kept its 
head above troubled waters. 

Apart from eliminating risks, the 
strategies provide for mitigation 
actions which' enable Northport to 
bank on its port capadty expansion 
plans that have been carefully craft
ed to meet the future demand of sea 
trades that pass along the busy 
Straits of Malacca. 

Northport is also aware of its hin
terland advantages to secure more 
cargo requiring efficient total logis
tics solutions. 

According to Northport chief 
executive officer Abi Sofian Abdul 
Hamid in a recent statement, the 
port industry had to prepare itself 
way ahead of industry demands and 
developments. 

"Ships are getting bigger and are 
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Abi Sofia .. : 'We have to be ready to 
move in tandem with all these changes 
with optimal efficiency.' 

calling at fewer ports; The dynamics 
of shipping trade is changing at a 
faster pace than ever before. Thus, 
we have to be ready to move'in tan
dem with all these changes with 
optimaleffidency. 

"In other words, we have to have 
available capacity and facilities when 
trades and the world economy pick 
up as it would take one to two years 
for a port to construct a new wharf, 
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for example. tiona! container handling capacity of 
"ShippjngJines, especially the big- 600,000 TEUs. 

ger ones, are also getting quite selec- Beyond that, the port is also work
tive where port. efficiency remains ing to upgrade facitilies for its con
an important factor. Trade connec- ventional cargo operations at Bulk 
tivity is another key element moving Terminal and Southpoint. 
forward," he said, adding that the "We are also upgrading ~arf 16 
CUrrent slump in a world economy into a multi-purpose wharf, convert
and regional container trade was ing our container yard from straddle 
only a temporary glitch that carrier mode into rubber-tyred gan
Northport had to brace against. try yard with the use ofE-lUG as part 

As businesses become more com~ of our green technology initiatives." 
plex, especially _ those involving Besides that, Northport is also is 
cross-border movements, such as . investing in new equipment to sup
supply chain, exposure to risks is port the efficiency of its operations. 
also becoming multifaceted. Hence, Among the equipment ordered are 
risk management elementsnowa- quay cranes, prime movers, rubber
days include capacity for emergency tyred gantries and trailers. 
planning and response, incident . "All these projects upon comple
management and crisis resolutioh, tion will increase our capacity. This 
business-continuity planning and will be further enhanced with proc
execution, and disaster recovery. ess to improve workforce capability 

Bearing that in mind, Northport under the Rejuvenating Team 
has currently commenced the con- Northport Programme. 
struction of Wharf SA which "" will "These are our mitigation plans to 
form part of its Container Terminal stay ahead of the competition and 
4, expected to be fully operational in stay in the main league," said Abi 
July 2013: Sofian. 

"As you know our port has draft Thus, he concluded that Northport 
limitations but, with the completion was well prepared to sail smoothly 
of Wharf SA, we will be able to berth in the expected choppy waters ahead 
the biggest vessel afloat which in .- but was also equipping itself to take 
tum will improve connectivity." advantage of the upcoming econom-

The expansion will inject an addi- ic growth. 
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Sitaraman said established in one of 
the busiest ports in the world, BLPL 
had cultivated years of experience in 
shipping operations spanning from 
China, South-East Asia, the India sub
continent, the Middle East extending 
up to East Africa. 

"With the launch of our two dedi
cated container vessel services to 
Yangon and Kolkata, we look for
ward to partidpate and contribute 
to what we believe will be the fast
est growing trade routes in this 
region," he said in a statement. 

World's . 
largest 
contai nersh i p 
begins voyage 
from China . 
MARSEILLES: The world's largest 
containership to date, CMA CGM 
Marco Polo, that belongs to French 
shipping giant CMA CGM Group 
began its first voyage on Wednesday 
in Ningbo, China, for Asia-Europe 
trade. 

The new 16 OOO-TEU (twenty-foot 
equivalent unit) vessel, owned by 
CMA CGM, sails under the UK flag. 

Built by Daewoo Shipbuilding and 
Marine Engineering in South Korea, 
the giant of the seas displays excep
tional dimensions of396 m in length, 
54 m wide and a draft of 16 m. 

-The CMA CGM Marco Polo is .the 
first of a series of three 16,000-TEU 
vessels that will all be named after 
great explorers. The delivery of the 
two next vessels is expected in 2013. 

Operated on the emblematic line • 
of the group, the French Asia line 
(FAL 1), the CMA CGM Marco Polo 
will call at Ningbo, Shanghai, Xiamen, 
Hong Kong, Chiwan, Yantian, Port 
Klang, Tanger, Southampton, 
Hamburg, Bremerhaven, Rotterdam, 
Zeebrugge, Le Havre, Malta, Khor Al 
Fakkan, Jebel Ali and back to Ningbo 

The FAL 1 operates the largestves
sels of the CMA CGM fleet and offers 
its customers a fIXed-day" weekly 
connection between central and 
south China, the main exporting 
zones of the country, and northern 
Europe. 

The direct service to Southampton 
and to Hamburg offers European 
importers the fastest transit times of 
the market. 

The FAL 1 is part of a global net
work of eight CMA CGM services 
connecting Asia to Europe Atlantic, 
the most thorough offer on the mar
ket, and which is based on 29 vessels 
of 11,400 to 16,000 TEUs. 

CMA CGM group senior vice-presi
dent Asia-Europe line Nicolas Sartini 
said it was with a great pride that the 
group launched this new vessel, 
which was the largest in the world. 

It shows the expertise of the 
group's teams, who are able to han
dle not only the very technical pilot
ing of the ship but also its commer
cial operations. 

"Our entire network of 400 agen
cies all around the world is active to 
ensure the successful launching of 
this ship," he said. 

Sartini said the CMA CGM Marco 
Polo was going to join the FAL serv
ice, the backbone of the group's net
work of lines. 

''This launching reinforces the 
group's strategy, which began 20 
years ago with the opening of its 

.. own offices in China, and continues 
today with 34 services going from 
China to Europe, to North and South 
America, to Australia and Africa, i.e. 
one departure every five hours." 


