
seven months of 2011. 
This was due to moderate prices 

registered in the food and non-al
coholic beverages; housing, water, 
electricity, gas and other fuels; mis
cellaneous goods and services; and 
transpot;t groups. 

For the period under review, 
prices in the food and non-alco
holic beverages group registered 
three per cent gain compared to 
4.6 per cent in the corresponding 
period last year. 

This was due to to the lower price 
increases in most subgroups as well_ 
as the decline in the prices .of veg
etables and meat by 3.3 per cent and 
0.9 per cent, respectively. 

Meanwhile, prices of housing, wa
ter, electricity, gas and other fuels 
group, increased 1.7 per cent from 1.6 
per cent recorded in the same period 
last year. 

The lower inflation rate during the 
first seven months of the year, was 

also contributed to by a slight in
crease of prices in the transport 
group at 0.9 per cent compared to 
five per cent in 2011. 

Elsewhere, the Producer Price In
dex (PPI), which measures change in 
the prices of commodities charged 
by domestic producers and those 
paid by importers, rose at a slower 
pace of 1.9 per centin the first seven 
months of the year. ' 

A year ago, the same period, the 
PPI grew by 9.1 per cent. 

The decrease, was on account of 
the lower price increases in the local 
production and import compo
nents. 

Services 

Electricity, gas and water 

Transport, storage and communications 

Wholesale and retail trade, hotels and restaurants 

Finance, insurance, real estate and business 

Government services 

Other services 

Total 

1 Estimate 
Source: Economic Planning Unit. Malaysia 

6,545.2 

101.5 

706.7 

2,342.6 

853.6 

1,251.8 

6,686.8 

102.8 

723.8 

2,424.8 

864.8 

1,254.9 

1,289.0 1,315.7 

12,255.5 U,505.0 
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1.3 
0.2 

2.1 

2.0 

53.4 

0.8 

5.8 

19.1 

7.0 

10.2 

53.5 

0.8 

5.8 

19.4 

6.9 

10.1 
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IIi terms of weightage in the ag
gregate PPI, it increased by 2.3 per 
cent compared to 12.1 per cent last 
year. 

This was mainly attributed to the 
14.2 per cent price increase in. the 
mineral fuels, lubricants and other 
group. 

However, this was partly offset by 

the downturn in prices of four 
groups, namely the animals and veg
etables oils and fats, crude materials, 
inedible, manufactured goods and 
chemicals. 

The import components, compris
ing 33.6 per cent of domestic PPI, 
registered a relatively small increase 
of one per cent in the first seven 

months from 2.4 per cent a year ear
lier and contributed only 0.3 per
centage point to the overall PPI in
crease. 

The main contributors to the over
all increase in the Producer Price 
Index was the mineral fuels, lubri
cants and other group which in
creased 13.1 per cent. 

Malaysian labour market to remain stable 
Malaysia's labour force is 
projected to increase by 
Z.Z per cent to reach 12.9 
millionjrom 12.6 million last 
year. pic 

THE labour market will remain stable 
in 2012, supported by robust domes.
tic activities with a total of 249,471 

, I.ahou .. . "ad, ... " lIuikaturs 

jobs expected to be generated by all 
sectors of the economy. ; 

The labour force was projected to._ i Labour force 
increase by 2.2 per cent to reach 12.9' 1 Employment 
million from 12.6 million last year, ! Unemployment 
contributed by the sufficient new ! 

('000) 
2011 20121 

12,645.7 12,923.9 

12.255.5 12,505.0 ' 
• 390.2 418.9 

jobs in the market. Unem~loyment i 1 Estimate 2 Percentage of labour force 

Change (%) 
2011 .20121 

- 2.3 . 2.2 , 
:', 

2.5 2.0 
3.12 . 

rate was expected to remam low at i Source: Economic Planning Unit, Malaysia 
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In line with the increase in the . 
labour force, the overall labour force months compared to 1,224,670 in the· ed the highest retrenchments at 57.7 
participation rate is expected to re- corresponding period oflast year. per cent of total retrenchments, 
main relatively high at 64.1 per cent Despite the increase in labour mainly in the establishments engage 
this year compare to 63.5 per cent in force, the number of active job seek- in the manufacture of computer, 
2011. ers registered with JobsMalaysia de- electronic and optical products, 

In terms of gender, both male and dined to 338,083 people as at end- This was due to the lower demand 
female participation rates were an~ July from 346,760 registered in the from the external sector followed by 
ticipated to edge up to 80 per cent same period last year. the services (28.2 per cent) and con-
and 48.4 per cent from 79.8 per cent The majority of job seekers were struction (119 per cent) sectors. 
and 47.9 per cent respectively. degree and. diploma holders ac- As at end-July, a total of 47,157 

The improvement in total employ- counting for 28.8 per cent and 24.6 expatriates were employed, partic
ment was mainly due to increased per cent respectively while 27.7 per ularly in the services (28,298), man
job opportunities in the manufac- cent were Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia ufacturing (10,350), and construc-
turing and services sectors. schoolleavers. tion (3,406) sectors. 

The manufacturing sector coritin- The number of retrenched work- The majority of expatriates were 
ued to account for the highest share ers remained low at 5,323 in the first from India (9,360), China (5,396) and 
of employment at 38.9 per cent. seven months of which 93.1 per cent Japan (3,384). This indicates that on

The number of job vacancies reg- were locals and the remaining 6.9 ly three per cent of foreign workers 
istered with JobsMalaysia stood at per cent were foreigners. were highly skilled while the re-
888,842 during the first ' seven The manufacturing sector record- mainingwere low-skilled. 


