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m-cyclists :die · in . crashes daily 
MOST VULNERABLE: Bikers account for 60pc of road fatalities in Malaysia. says Miros director-general 
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euniceau@nst.com.my 

MOTORCYCLISTS still make 
up for the highest number 

. of fatalities in road acci­
dents, accounting for 59.6 per cent 
of deaths in the first seven months 
of this year. 

Police statistics showed there 
was a total of 265,621 road acci­
dents nationwide between January 
and July, with 3,985 deaths. 

Of the fatalities, motorcyclists 
numbered 2,376. 

This meant that th~ number of 
motorcyclists who died on the road 
averaged 11.2 a day during. the pe­
riod. 

Malaysian Institute of Road Safe­
ty Research (Miros) director-gen­
eral Professor Dr Wong Shaw Voon 
said it was common here for mo­
torcyclists to account for 60 per 
cent of road fatalities. 

"By nature, motorcycles are ~he 
least safe mode of transport com­
pared with cars, buses or rail. 

"Pedestrians, cyclists and motor­
cyclists are grouped as vulnerable 

road users but of the three, mo­
torcyclists are at the highest risk. 

"They are exposed to higher . 
severity of injuries compared with 
the- other two as they move at a 
much higher speed," he said. 

Crash compatibility studies done 
locally and internationally have 
shown that motorcyclists are more 
likely to be killed in an accident 
compared with the driver of a car 
due to the former's lack of pro­
tection. 

"The motorcyclist is on the in­
ferior side and will get the most 
impact. 

"It does not · help that it is · not 
practical in our weather to put on· 
thick safety jackets,'~ he said. 

In Malaysia, Wong said about 40 
per cent of registered vehicles were 
motorcycles. 

Developed countries did not 
have such a big number of mo­
torcycles. on the road as these ma­
chines were kept more for leisure 
use instead of for commuting daily, 
unlike in Malaysia; he said. 

He also said the roads in 
Malaysia were built to enable ve­
hicles to speed, . which generally 
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made accidents more dangerous. 
Wong said the ideal lorig-term 

solution to reduce the number of 
deaths involving motorcyclists is to 
get more of them to use public 
transport. 

He said this solution was cur­
rently being addressed under the 
National Key Result Areas of the 
Government Transformation Pro-

gramme. _ . 
"Whatever other initiatives we 

carry out, it cannot change the fact 
that motorcycles are still danger­
ous. 

"If we are able· to bring those 
travelling on the most dangerous 
mode of transport - motorcycles, 
to the safest - trains, it will create 
a significant impact. 
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"We can also encourage them to 
use cars instead, but that wili have 
a lesser impact," Wong said, adding 
that taking a bus would still be 
safer than being in a car. 

He acknowledged that improv­
ing the public transport in rural 
areas was much· more difficult 
compared with developing it in 
urban areas. 
. "Perhaps in rural areas, it is more 

plausible to get motorcyclists to 
use the car than to build rail net­
works for them." 

He also said that having a three­
pronged approach - enforcement 
of road rules, vehicle and road en­

. gineerihg design and road safety 

. education - was more effective 
than any single initiative. 

"Enforcement alone scares peo­
ple from doing something but if 
people don't understand why they 
need to follow certain rules, they 
may do the wrong thing wnen no 
one is watching. . 
. "We need to educate all drivers 
and hopefully: it will eventually 
lead to safe driv!ng becoming a 
habit, culture and character of 
Malaysians." 

at Hotel Equatorial Penang 

before ou 
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And after the excitement of the biggest sports event in Malaysia, 
indulge in a well-deserved wholesome and hearty buffet breakfast* 
at the hotel. . • sprln 

to the Penang Bridge 
International Marathon on 18 November 2012 

The Marathon Special Pa~kage at RM300++ per room/ night 
• Includes accommodation 
• Return transfer to the nearest starting point 
• Buffet breakfast (6:00am tilll0:30am) for two 

Rate is valid from· 76-79 November 20 72 and is subject to 70% service charge & 6% government tax. . 

Bookings by 14 September 2012 


