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5 c it car re 
Survey reveals many Malaysians do not settle their debts'in full each month 
By REGINA LEE 
regina@thestar.com.my 

PETALING JAVA: A global survey has 
revealed that Malaysians are among 
the worst credit card repayers in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

According to the survey, less than 
half of the local respondents polled 
online say they repay their · credit 
card debts in full every month. 

Given this, Malaysia has one of the 
lowest repayment rates among the 
developing markets that were sur­
veyed. 

About 15% repay more than the 
minimum requirement while 18% of 
Malaysians repay only the minimum 
amount required. 

This is although two out of five 
Malaysians polled claimed to use 
credit cards for shopping, dining and 
entertainment 

In contrast, the highest repayment 
rate was in Taiwan, Where 89% of 
respondents service their credit card 
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bills in full followed by Japan (87%) 
and South Korea (85%). 

Neighbours Singapore and 
Indonesia also fared much better 

with 80% and 59% respectively, while 
only Vietnam came off worse than 
Malaysia at 27%. 
. The Nielsen Global Survey of 

Investment Attitudes also showed 
Malaysians are generally one of the_. 
top 10 savers in the world, but 45% 
of the online respondents also have 
. various loans and insurance pay­
ments. 

Meanwhile, two out of five 
Malaysian consumers are investing 
their money via yarious channels. 

"Of those investing, 67% prefer 
mutual fund/unit trusts, 49% prefer 
stoeks, 27% invest in gold, silver and 
other precious metals, a quarter in 
structured investment products, 15% 
in foreign currencies, 10% in bonds 
and 8% in derivatives," said Nielsen 
in a press release yesterday. 

The survey also disclosed that less 
than 19% of · respondents rely on 
financial planners or advisers when 
deciding. on personal finance or 
wealth matters. 

On the other hand, 43% of the 
respondents make their own choices 
without anyone's advice while 21% 
seek advice · from friends, relatives 

and colleagues. 
. Just one in every 10 persons rely 
on investment tips from commenta­
tors, experts or spokesmen broad­
cast over television, radio or the 
Internet, and ·six per cent make 
investment decisions on impulse. 

"Knowing consumers' attitudes 
towards wealth management while 
creating . relevant opportunities to 
engage with consumers and manage 
their needs is still a challenging task 
for financial planners and invest­
ment institutions, especially when 
four in 10 consumers do not trust 
others when making financial deci­
sions:~ said Nielsen Malaysia's head 
of Customised Research Luca 
Griseri. 

The Nielsen Global Survey of 
Investment Attitudes was conducted . 
from Feb 10-27 this year and polled 
more than 28,000 online consumers 
in 56 countries throughout Asia 
Pacific, Europe, Latin America, North 
America, the Middle East and Mrica. 

Political differences take 
ultimatetoll on elderly.couple 

. By SYED AZHAR 
newsdesk@thestar.com.my 

PASIR MAS: After 14 years of mar­
riage, a couple here· split up when 
the husband allegedly could no 
longer convince his wife to join his 
political party. ' 

Yahya Ibrahim, 78, divorced reli­
gious teacher Che Hasnah Che 
Ahmad, 61, both of Kampung 
Chabang Tiga in Chetok, in the Lower. 
Syariah Court yesterday . . 

She alleged that her husband had 
accused her of deviating from Islam 
for not supporting his party. 

Che Hasnah, who claims to be a 
staunch . supporter . of Barisan 
Nasional, said her husband was an 
ardent follower of PAS. 

Before 
ilingfor 

divorce, he 
told meh 
no longer 

iv i h me. 
- [HE HASNAH (HE AHMAD 

amah by former PAS vice-president 
Datuk Dr Hasan Ali in Tanah Merah 
oil June 11. 

"I did not know I was attending 
the ceramah by Hasan Ali because I 
merely took a lift to the venue from 
a friend, who said there would be a 
lucky draw there," she said, adding 
that Yahya had given her permission 
to attend the event 

Unhappy ending: Vahya leaving the Lower Syariah Court in Pasir Mas after 
divorcing his wife of 14 years. 

She said that although he had for 
years tried to "convert" her to join 
PAS, the issue. that broke the camel's 
back was when she atttended a cer-

Che Hasnah, who teaches the 
Quran to about 100 students, was 
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formerly the Chabang Tiga Wanita 
Umno branch chief. 
. She said Yahya had never ques­
tioned her support for Barisan until 
lately, when he travelled frequently 
to Kota Baru to attend PAS ceramah. 

"Everytime he comes home, we 
would get into an argument. Before 
filing for divorce, he told me he no 
longer wants to live with me and 
would move to live with his children 
from his first marriage," she told 
reporters outside the courthouse. 

Earlier, after Yahya pronounced 
the divorce, Syariah judge Mohd 
Hafiz Daud ordered him to pay Che 
Hasnah RM200 for mutaah (a gift for 
the wife after divorce) and RM600 
for edah (financial sustenance for 
three months before the annulment 
of marriage). 

The media failed to interview 
Yahya, who successfully . evaded 
reporters . 
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