ONCE

UPON A TIME

PERILS OF THE PROMISCUOUS
PREFIX

L e most gertemen o isure, the
group of distinguished-looking
men of science were busy discussing
the quirks and foibles of contemporary
Homo sapiens.

“Hey Alex, those engineers
Malayeia aro at 1 again. biathering
tighs to plaster ttles n front of

\abouv is what they need, gentlemen.”
cut slack, Thomas. Its

without a need for titles. What do you
ind-new title would bring
2 Riches? Will their
ommunity or in
enginearing be any higher?”
fou know, Alex, it reminds me of
A i 1o me cnce - uhat o
you o her people think?”
replied iy “Society never
appreciates the things they take for
granted, why should they? | think that
shallow

2

B

At that ancient Egyptian
gentleman in profrs group started
mumbling under his breath. Richard
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tumed to him, “Sorry about bringing
that up, we all know how hard it s to
have jerks pass your magnificent
constuctions off a5 works of extra-
twpeal s
about status, imagine how
weveukalasiin their eyes,” remark
one of two men that looked like
brothers. "Alex is supposedly
inventor, but b wie Mol might also
say he's just a teacher of the
Micbal o ssemrmed ot hore o
ey 8 bockbce A e e St
‘couple of bicycle builders fror
Tromes the reat expormentat
e situation

the ingenuity meaning alone is too
broad. With just the latter, too man)
Tom, Dick and Hamys can
themselves 1o be engineers.
thes anginers dont apracite tox
history, ~then are forsaking
and abar\don\ng ot Honmmp Those
ungrateful louts!”
“Indeed, it would be quite a mess if
vy crnind jon decide to
follow sut and be a itle promiscuous
s ofer Ale. Thot oty
ioes seem to s
Ciure of giang. assoied tites 6
exemplary ctzens, 0 penaps i
an extension to traditor
Jehard now weighed in wn @
few opinions of his own.

Malaysian engineers do get what they
wanted, do you suppose that it wil
work in a global setting? The schemes
for professional and  chartered

stand for, by and large. In
fact, a title that s broadly applicable to
most qualfied engineers in Malaysia
might look a bit pretentious in some
other countries.”

I

this looks fike

will get them the proverbial pot
el you camot fore th sse when
you are dealing with market f
Fow moch ail such a tlo mette? |
fear that it might not matter much.”

“Why is it so, my dear sir?” asked
Ml e ook

ey ot e law of supply and

demand. Why is the title of a certified
protesions engner presige s
because they are scarce compared
o the total population of engineers,

lesser engineering title, the large
Supply willlower the value of the said
title. Thus it might a victory for the
profession, but it will be a bit hollow.
Worse, society, as the market,
ratner ctrmingly fioke, Society's
perception can be terribly unjust
nd cruel. Will the public react
favourably or unfavourably? That
remains 1o be seen. So you see,
Malaysian engineers can win the
battle but lose the war.”

“This bit of fictional luf alludes to &
few historical personas in_science.

i you guess who they are? Ml




